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Feast of Saints Simon and Jude, disciples of Jesus Christ 
 
St. Jude is the patron saint of desperate situations, forgotten, lost or impossible causes, 

hospital workers, hospitals. 
 

Jude was the son of Cleophas, who died a martyr, and Mary who stood at the foot of the 
Cross, and who anointed Christ's body after death. He was the brother of Saint James 
the Lesser. He was also the nephew of Mary and Joseph; blood relative of Jesus Christ 
and reported to look a lot like him. He may have been a fisherman. St. Jude was the 
one who asked Jesus at the Last Supper why He would not manifest Himself to the 
whole world after His resurrection. One of the canonical Epistles named for him. He 
preached in Syria, Mesopotamia, and Persia with Saint Simon. He was known as a 
healer and exorcist. He could exorcise pagan idols, which caused the demons to flee 
and the statues to crumble. Jude is so named by Luke and Acts. Matthew and Mark call 
him Thaddeus. He is not mentioned elsewhere in the Gospels, except of course where 
all the apostles are mentioned. Scholars hold that he is not the author of the Letter of 
Jude. Actually, Jude had the same name as Judas Iscariot. Evidently, because of the 
disgrace of that name, it was shortened to “Jude” in English. He was beaten to death 
with a club, then beheaded post-mortem in 1st century Persia. 
 
St. Simon is the patron saint of curriers, saw men, sawyers, tanners, woodcutters. 
Simon is mentioned on all four lists of the apostles. On two of them, he is called “the 
Zealot.” He was called the Canaanean or Zealot because of his zeal for the Jewish law. 
Like all the Apostles, he was a convert and was trained by Saint Peter the Apostle. He 
evangelized in Egypt and Mesopotamia, though there are traditions of him being in 
several other locations. He was a martyr for the faith, but several places claim to have 
been the site of that, too. Abyssinians claim he was crucified in Samaria. Lipsius says 
he was sawn in half at Suanir, Persia. Moses of Chorene writes that he was martyred at 
Weriosphora in Iberia. 
 


