
Daily Saints - 7 October 
 

  

 
Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary 

 
The feast of Our Lady of the Rosary was instituted to honor Mary for the Christian 
victory over the Turks at Lepanto on October 7, 1571. In the 16th century, Pope Pius V 
was having trouble with the Ottoman Turks, who were a real danger to Christianity. After 
months of disagreements and bickering, he was able to unite Spain, Venice, and the 
States of the Church in a naval expedition to fight the Turks. 
 
The two navies met in the Gulf of Lepanto in Greece on October 7, 1571. On the same 
day, the Rosary Confraternity of Rome was meeting at the Dominican headquarters 
there. The group recited the Rosary for the special intention of the Christians at the 
battle. The Christians defeated the Turks in a spectacular victory and believed it was the 
intercessory power of the Blessed Virgin that won the victory. Pope Pius V dedicated 
the day as one of thanksgiving to 'Our Lady of Victory'. Pope Gregory XIII later changed 
the name to the feast of 'Our Lady of the Rosary'. 
 
At Belgrade, the Turks were defeated on the Feast of Our Lady ad Nives in 1716. A 
second victory gained that year on the Octave of the Assumption determined Pope 
Clement XI to command the Feast of the Rosary to be celebrated by the universal 
Church. Leo XIII added the invocation "Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, pray for us," to 
the Litany of Loretto. 
 
The development of the rosary has a long history. First a practice developed of praying 
for 150 Our Fathers in imitation of the 150 Psalms. Then there was a parallel practice of 
praying 150 Hail Marys. Soon a mystery of Jesus' life was attached to each Hail Mary. 
People who couldn't read began praying 150 Hail Marys instead of 150 Psalms, the 
equivalent of three of our modern rosaries covering the original three sets of mysteries. 
The origin of the devotion is probably the vision granted to St. Dominic in which the 
Blessed Virgin bade him use it as a means of overcoming heresy. Tradition tells us that 
the great Dominican beheld this vision in 1206 when he was mourning the inroads 
made by the Albigensian heretics. Later the signal defeat of these heretics at the battle 



of Muret in the same century was attributed to the recitation of the rosary by St. 
Dominic. 
 
Though Mary's giving of the rosary to Saint Dominic is recognized as a legend, the 
development of this prayer form owes much to the followers of Saint Dominic. One of 
them, Alan de la Roche, was known as "the apostle of the rosary." He founded the first 
Confraternity of the Rosary in the 15th century. In the 16th century, the rosary was 
developed to its present form—with the 15 mysteries: joyful, sorrowful, and glorious. In 
2002, Pope John Paul II added five Mysteries of Light to this devotion. 
 
The story of the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary focuses on the intercessory power of 
Mary. It shows that when Christians are in danger, they can go to Mary. And when an 
individual is in pain, discouraged, or having trouble accepting God's will, he or she can 
also go to Mary. She will pray to her Son for anyone who calls on her. Anyone who 
prays to Mary no longer feels alone because she prays with them and for them. Mary 
encouraged praying the Rosary in her apparitions. At Lourdes when she appeared to 
Saint Bernadette, Mary had a Rosary. As Bernadette prayed it, Mary joined in on the 
Glory Be prayers. At Fatima Mary exhorted the three children who saw her pray the 
Rosary for peace. 
 
The Rosary is a deep prayer because as we recite the Our Fathers, Hail Marys, and 
Glory Bes, we meditate on the mysteries in the lives of Jesus and Mary. No wonder it 
pleases Our Lady when we pray the Rosary. 
 
It is a form of contemplative prayer, mental and vocal prayer, which brings down God’s 
blessing on the Church. It is a biblically inspired prayer which is centered on meditation 
on the salvific mysteries of Christ in union with Mary, who was so closely associated 
with her Son in his redeeming activity. Our Rosary, a circle of beads, is like a garland 
offered to Mary because we pray a prayer on each bead. 
 
Pope Benedict XVI invites all families to pray the Rosary for the intentions of the Pope, 
the mission of the Church, and peace. "It is as if every year Our Lady invited us to 
rediscover the beauty of this prayer, so simple and profound." The Rosary, a 
"contemplative and Christocentric prayer, inseparable from the meditation of Sacred 
Scripture," is "the prayer of the Christian who advances in the pilgrimage of faith, in the 
following of Jesus, preceded by Mary," said the Pontiff. 
 
Quotes of different Saints - Rosary 
 

➢ “The Rosary is the ‘weapon’ for these times.” -Saint Padre Pio 
➢ “Give me an army saying the Rosary and I will conquer the world.” – Blessed 

Pope Pius IX 
➢ “The greatest method of praying is to pray the Rosary.” – Saint Francis de Sales 
➢ “Some people are so foolish that they think they can go through life without the 

help of the Blessed Mother. Love the Madonna and pray the rosary, for her 



Rosary is the weapon against the evils of the world today. All graces, given by 
God pass through the Blessed Mother." - St. Padre Pio 

➢ “Go to the Madonna. Love her! Always say the Rosary. Say it well. Say it as often 
as you can! Be souls of prayer. Never tire of praying, it is what is essential. 
Prayer shakes the Heart of God; it obtains necessary graces!” - St. Padre Pio 

➢ “The holy Rosary is a powerful weapon. Use it with confidence and you’ll be 
amazed at the results.” - St. Josemaria Escriva 

➢ “Say the Holy Rosary. Blessed be that monotony of Hail Mary’s which purifies the 
monotony of your sins!” - St. Josemaria Escriva 

➢ "For those who use their intelligence and their study as a weapon, the Rosary is 
most effective. Because that apparently monotonous way of beseeching Our 
Lady as children do their Mother can destroy every seed of vainglory and pride." 
– St. Josemaria Escriva 

➢ "You always leave the Rosary for later, and you end up not saying it at all 
because you are sleepy. If there is no other time, say it in the street without 
letting anybody notice it. It will, moreover, help you to have the presence of God." 
– St. Josemaria Escriva 

➢ "If you say the Holy Rosary every day, with a spirit of faith and love, our Lady will 
make sure she leads you very far along her Son's path." - St. Josemaria Escriva. 

➢ “The Rosary is a powerful weapon to put the demons to flight and to keep oneself 
from sin…If you desire peace in your hearts, in your homes, and in your country, 
assemble each evening to recite the Rosary. Let not even one day pass without 
saying it, no matter how burdened you may be with many cares and labors.” – 
Pope Pius XI 

➢ "The rosary is the book of the blind, where souls see and there enact the greatest 
drama of love the world has ever known; it is the book of the simple, which 
initiates them into mysteries and knowledge more satisfying than the education of 
other men; it is the book of the age, whose eyes close upon the shadow of this 
world, and open on the substance of the next. The power of the rosary is beyond 
description." – Archbishop Fulton Sheen 

➢ "If you wish to convert anyone to the fullness of the knowledge of Our Lord and of 
His Mystical Body, then teach him the Rosary. One of two things will happen. 
Either he will stop saying the Rosary — or he will get the gift of faith." - 
Archbishop Fulton Sheen. 

➢ “The Rosary is the most excellent form of prayer and the most efficacious means 
of attaining eternal life. It is the remedy for all our evils, the root of all our 
blessings. There is no more excellent way of praying.” - Pope Leo XIII 

➢ “No one can live continually in sin and continue to say the Rosary: either they will 
give up sin or they will give up the Rosary” – Bishop Hugh Doyle 

➢ “Never will anyone who says his Rosary every day be led astray. This is a 
statement that I would gladly sign with my blood.” - Saint Louis de Montfort. 

➢ “When the Holy Rosary is said well, it gives Jesus and Mary more glory and is 
more meritorious than any other prayer.” - Saint Louis de Montfort. 

➢ “One day, through the Rosary and the Scapular, Our Lady will save the world.” - 
Saint Dominic. 



➢ “If you say the Rosary faithfully unto death, I do assure you that, in spite of the 
gravity of your sins, ‘you will receive a never-fading crown of glory’ (1 St. Peter 
5:4).” - Saint Louis de Montfort. 

➢ “You must know that when you ‘hail’ Mary, she immediately greets you! Don’t 
think that she is one of those rude women of whom there are so many—on the 
contrary, she is utterly courteous and pleasant. If you greet her, she will answer 
you right away and converse with you!” - St. Bernardine of Siena. 

➢ “Recite your Rosary with faith, with humility, with confidence, and with 
perseverance.” - Saint Louis de Montfort. 

➢ "The Rosary is the most beautiful and the richest in graces of all prayers; it is the 
prayer that touches most the Heart of the Mother of God…and if you wish peace 
to reign in your homes, recite the family Rosary." - Pope Saint Pius X. 

➢ “Even if you are on the brink of damnation, even if you have one foot in hell, even 
if you have sold your soul to the devil as sorcerers do who practice black magic, 
and even if you are a heretic as obstinate as a devil, sooner or later you will be 
converted and will amend your life and will save your soul, if—and mark well 
what I say—if you say the Holy Rosary devoutly every day until death for the 
purpose of knowing the truth and obtaining contrition and pardon for your sins.” - 
Saint Louis de Montfort. 

➢ "The Rosary is a priceless treasure inspired by God." - St. Louis De Monfort. 
➢ “The Most Holy Virgin in these last times in which we live has given a new 

efficacy to the recitation of the Rosary to such an extent that there is no problem, 
no matter how difficult it is, whether temporal or above all spiritual, in the 
personal life of each one of us, of our families…that cannot be solved by the 
Rosary. There is no problem, I tell you, no matter how difficult it is, that we 
cannot resolve by the prayer of the Holy Rosary.” - Sr. Lucia of Fatima. 

➢ “How beautiful is the family that recites the Rosary every evening.” - Pope John 
Paul II. 

➢ "The Rosary is a prayer both so humble and simple and a theologically rich in 
Biblical content. I beg you to pray it." - St. John Paul II  

➢ “The Rosary is a magnificent and universal prayer for the needs of the Church, 
the nations and the entire world.” - Pope John XXIII. 

➢ "There is no surer means of calling down God's blessings upon the family... than 
the daily recitation of the Rosary." - Pope Pius XII. 

➢ “We put great confidence in the Holy Rosary for the healing of evils which afflict 
our times.” -Pope Pius XII. 

➢ "The rosary is the scourge of the devil" - Pope Adrian VI. 
➢ “When lovers are together, they spend hours and hours repeating the same 

thing: I love you! What is missing in the people who think the Rosary 
monotonous, is Love.” - Sr. Lucia of Fatima. 

➢ "When people love and recite the Rosary, they find it makes them better." - St. 
Anthony Mary Claret. 

➢ "For Christians, the first of books is the Gospel and the Rosary is actually the 
abridgment of the Gospel." - Lacordaire. 

➢ “The Most Holy Virgin in these last times in which we live has given a new 
efficacy to the recitation of the Rosary to such an extent that there is no problem, 



no matter how difficult it is, whether temporal or above all spiritual, in the 
personal life of each one of us, of our families…that cannot be solved by the 
Rosary. There is no problem, I tell you, no matter how difficult it is, that we 
cannot resolve by the prayer of the Holy Rosary.” 

➢ The purpose of the rosary is to help us meditate on the great mysteries of our 
salvation. Pius XII called it a compendium of the gospel. The main focus is on 
Jesus—his birth, life, death, and resurrection. Our Fathers remind us that Jesus' 
Father is the initiator of salvation. The Hail Marys remind us to join with Mary in 
contemplating these mysteries. They also make us aware that Mary was and is 
intimately joined with her Son in all the mysteries of his earthly and heavenly 
existence. The Glory Bes remind us that the purpose of all life is the glory of the 
Trinity. 

➢ The rosary appeals to many. It is simple. The constant repetition of words helps 
create an atmosphere in which to contemplate the mysteries of God. We sense 
that Jesus and Mary are with us in the joys and sorrows of life. We grow in hope 
that God will bring us to share in the glory of Jesus and Mary forever. 

➢ One day, St. Dominic prayed to Our Lady that she would force the devils who 
possessed a man to reveal the truth about devotion to her. The devils were 
forced by Our Lady to reveal: Listen to what the devils said, "Now that we are 
forced to speak we must also tell you this: Nobody who perseveres in saying the 
Rosary will be damned because she obtains for her servants the grace of true 
contrition for their sins and by means of this they obtain God's forgiveness and 
mercy." 

➢ "When you give a sermon, urge people to say my Rosary, and in this way, your 
words will bear much fruit for souls." - Our Lady to St. Dominic 

➢ “You shall obtain all you ask of me by the recitation of the Rosary.” - Our Lady to 
Blessed Alan de la Roche. 

➢ When St. Alphonsus of Liguori was already old, sick, and in a wheelchair, a lay 
brother used to wheel him around the cloister of his monastery in the evening so 
he could take some fresh air. Engaging the brother in conversation, St. 
Alphonsus asked him: 

➢ “Did you pray your rosary today?”  
➢ “I don’t remember,” the brother answered,  
➢ “Then, let us pray it now,” the Saint said. 
➢ “But you are already so tired. What difference does it make if we don’t pray the 

rosary for one day?” protested the brother. 
➢ St. Alphonsus answered: “If I did not pray my rosary for even one day, I would 

fear for my eternal salvation.” 
 


