
November 22, 2020 – Solemnity of Christ the King 
 

 
 

 “As a true ‘Cristero,’ willing to boldly proclaim – every day and in every situation 
– the mighty cry: ‘Viva Cristo Rey – Long live Christ the King!’” 

(Ez 34:11-12, 15-17 1Cor 15:20-26,28 Mt 25:31-46) 
   

Happy Feast of Christ the King 

 
Anecdote 
 
The 1920s saw Mexico undergoing a totalitarian regime. They tried to suppress the 
Church. To overcome this tyranny, the Christians, calling themselves, “Cristeros” took 
up the faith-cry: “Viva Cristo Rey!” (“Long live Christ the King!”). One of the most famous 
“Cristero” was a young priest named Padre Miguel Pro. Caught for the many ‘illegal’ 
Christian services to the people, the government would arrest him and he would be 
sentenced to public execution. The president thought that Padre Miguel Pro would beg 
for mercy and so he invited several people including the press, to the execution. 
Padre Pro, however, did not plead for his life instead, he knelt, holding a crucifix. 
When he finished his prayer – after having forgiven the executioners – he kissed the 
crucifix and stood up. Holding the crucifix in his right hand, he extended his arms and 
shouted: “Viva Cristo Rey!” At that moment the soldiers fired. The brave “Cristero” had 
offered his life for the Master. What about us? Are we ready to be a true “Cristero” 
willing to boldly proclaim – every day and in every situation – the mighty cry: “Viva 
Cristo Rey – Long live Christ the King!” 
 

1. The Cross is the identity and symbol of Christ the King 
 
Today is the Feast of Christ the King. It is the Last Sunday of the Liturgical year 
This feast is relatively new. It was established by Pope Pius XI in 1925 through an 
encyclical letter called “Quas Primas” (In the First). In the history of the Church, liturgical 
feasts have been instituted in answer to particular needs that arise in the life of the 
world & the Church. This Feast of Christ the King was in response to the grave and 
disturbing situation of the world: The world in 1925, was still recovering from the 
devastating effects of the First World War. Nations had been devastated. New weapons 
and armory had been introduced. A wave of terror and danger was still vivid. Modernity 
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had crept into the human mind. Human reason was considered to have enough power 
and capability for unlimited progress. Human societies were abandoning Christian 
values and sought to do away with divine and spiritual dimensions of life. It’s at the 
height of this secularization of the world, that we are presented with this great Feast of 
Christ the King. Human progress gives a feeling that humans have absolute power over 
all forces in the universe. Scientific technology makes us think that any discoveries and 
inventions are humanly possible. The human mind is considered to be having 
capabilities that can overcome and defy any limitation. But this feast reminds us, that 
Christ still reigns above all. He is the source of every intelligence and intellect. He is the 
powerhouse of every discovery and invention. He is the ultimate in conquering any 
problems or difficulties. 
 
The Kingdom of Christ the King is under several threats today. The forces of 
materialism and consumerism have clouded the minds of several with riches and 
pleasures. The forces of sensualism and sensationalism have corrupted many innocent 
hearts and destroyed many simple minds. The forces of authoritarianism and 
individualism have shattered many families and community lives. The forces of 
relativism and practical atheism are strongly raging against the practice of faith and the 
teachings of the Church. 
 
As Christians, we are soldiers belonging to the Kingdom of God, with Christ as our King. 
A soldier ought to be one who is deeply convinced and highly passionate about one’s 
King and Kingdom. As a Christian am I deeply convinced of my faith and love for Christ 
and His Kingdom? am I passionately enthusiastic to live my Christian virtues in this 
world? 
Many say that they are willing to give up their lives and die for Christ. 
 
But today, the Lord also demands, “Are you willing to LIVE for Christ?”. There is an 
urgent need to become Christ the King’s living witnesses in this world. Kings are often 
identified with a lot of pomp and grandeur and power and triumphalism. But Christ our 
King is not bothered about any such external spectacle or vain flashiness.  
 
Then what is the identification of this Christ the King? In Mt 2:2, we read a question, 
“Where is the (newborn) King of the Jews?” The answer to this question will be found at 
the end of the Gospel, with Jesus hanging on the Cross and a statement which reads in 
Mt 27:37, “This is the King of the Jews”. 
 
The Gospel of St. John presents Pilate questioning the Kingship of Jesus. Jesus, 
however, plainly clarifies “My kingship is not of this world….” (Jn 18:36). Where the 
Cross is, there is Christ the King. Where the lost, the sinful, the abandoned, and the 
lonely are, there is Christ the King. Where the poor, the suffering, the miserable, and the 
abused are, there is Christ the King. The Cross is the identity and symbol of Christ the 
King! 
 
As this Crucified King’s soldiers, we too are invited to be sharers in the Cross of Christ. 
It is said that people who are crucified with Christ will have three distinct marks: 



Since they are crucified. 1. They can only look in one direction. 2. They can never turn 
back. 3. They no longer have plans of their own. 
 
And these three characteristics ought to reflect in our Christian lives. Being totally 
focused on Jesus and His kingdom… (looking in one direction). Never to turn back from 
our commitment and get attracted to the ways of the world… (never turning back) 
Giving up any of our personal goals and agenda which can deter us from God’s will… 
(no plans of their own). Yes, let us Hearken to His voice…Christ, the King – The Great 
King.  No land to reign, but our hearts. No majestic throne, but the Cross. No mighty 
army, but a few people to spread His word. No royal treats all the time, but pain and 
suffering that leads to salvation.  No grand fiesta, but the sacrifice of the Calvary, in the 
Most Holy Eucharist. This King – along with His Blessed Mother, the Queen, Who stood 
at the Foot of the Cross with absolute faith, hope, and love – invites us today to renew 
our commitment to Him. Royalty is less, but faithfulness is assured. Popularity is rare, 
but blessings are plenty. Are we ready to be a true “Cristero” -  willing to boldly proclaim 
– every day and in every situation – the mighty cry: “Viva Cristo Rey – Long live Christ 
the King!” 
 

2. Criteria to join Jesus’ flock – serving the least, lost, and last  
 
Today’s gospel presents Jesus as the judge of the entire world. It reminds us that a day 
will come where we will stand before the Lord to give an accounting of our own life. 
Then we will either be invited to join Jesus’s flock or banished to be among the goats. 
Since this story holds our eternal happiness in the balance, it would be wise for us to 
read it carefully. 
 
A casual reading of this story might conclude that we are going to be judged on the way 
that we love other people. But the story is much more specific. In fact, this teaching of 
Jesus goes further than his other teachings on love and service. It goes further than 
saying we are to love our neighbor as ourselves. It goes beyond saying that we are to 
love others as Jesus has loved us. This story tells us that we are to love the least 
among us. Jesus says that what we do or do not do to the least among us is what we do 
or do not do to him. 
 
This story calls us to serve the least, the lost, and the last. This is not our usual practice. 
We are comfortable serving those who we love and those who are close to us. It makes 
sense to us to love those who we like or who will love us in return. But Jesus is asking 
us to serve the least, the lost, and the last, and that means we have some searching out 
to do. Because the truth is that you and I do not usually live surrounded by the least, the 
lost, and the last. We have to find out where they are. 
 
For some of us, the search is close at hand. It might be in our very families. There might 
be a son or daughter who is always last, who struggles to keep up, or a grandchild that 
falls time and time again by abusing drugs or alcohol. There might be a brother or sister 
that has run afoul of the law. In this week of Thanksgiving, when we think so much of 



family, Jesus is telling us that it is our role to feed and to clothe the least, the lost, and 
the last in our own families. 
 
Who is the least at school or work? Jesus is asking us to do more than simply love our 
friends and care for those who everyone admires. Who is the person that people shun 
or ridicule, the person that they avoid or dismiss? That is the person that Jesus is 
asking us to care for and to visit. 
 
Who is the least in our country? It is not often that we will find those least in the middle 
class and socially responsible circles in which we live. We have to seek them out in the 
inner city, in a hunger center, at the borders of our country looking to come in and be a 
part of our society. We need to seek them out because these are the ones that Jesus 
wants us to care for and to welcome. We have to search around the margins of society 
so that we can stand in solidarity with those who others considered disposable. 
 
In today’s first reading, God is revealed as the one who seeks out the lost, who brings 
back those who have strayed, who binds up the injured, who heals the sick. This is why 
we must go out and search for the least, the lost, and the last. When we find them, we 
will find God. And—if we can trust today’s gospel—we will also find eternal life. 
  
Let us pray: 
 
Lord Jesus King of the Universe, You have made it clear the sole criterion of 
judgment.  May we recognize Your face in the hungry, the homeless, the refugee, the 
isolated lonely ones needy and marginalized and serve them to join Your flock and 
inherit the eternal life.  
 
Jesus, I Trust in You 
 
 


