
Daily Saints - 30 November 
 

 
 

Feast of Saint Andrew the Apostle 
 

He is the patron saint of anglers, fishermen, boatmen, mariners, sailors, watermen, 
butchers, farmworkers, fish dealers, fishmongers, happy marriages, miners, pregnant 
women, rope makers, sailmakers, single laywomen, singers, textile workers, unmarried 
women, water carriers, women who wish to become mothers and against convulsions, 
against fever, against gout, against neck pain, against sore throats, against whooping 
cough. 

 
The name "Andrew" means in Greek: "manly, brave". 
 
Andrew was born in the village of Bethsaida on the Sea of Galilee during the early first 
century. He was one of the first Apostles and the brother to St. Peter. He was the son of 
Jonas or John, a fisherman of that town. Much like his younger brother, Simon Peter, 
Andrew was also a fisherman. They had afterward a house at Capharnaum, where 
Jesus lodged when he preached in that city. Andrew was known for having good social 
skills. He was also a disciple of John the Baptist. 
 
In the Gospel of Matthew, it is said Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of 
Galilee and saw Andrew and Simon Peter fishing. It is then he asked the two to become 
disciples and "fishers of men." 
 
In the Gospel of Luke, Andrew is not initially named. It describes Jesus using a boat, 
believed to be solely Simon's, to preach to the multitudes and catch a large amount of 
fish on a night that originally was dry. Later, in Luke 5:7, it mentions Simon was not the 
only fisherman on the boat, but it is not until Luke 6:14 that there is talk of Andrew being 
Simon Peter's brother. 
 
However, the Gospel of John tells a separate story, stating Andrew was a disciple of 
John the Baptist. When Jesus walked by one day, John the Baptist stated, "Behold, the 
Lamb of God!" It is then that Andrew and another decided to follow Jesus. Jesus turned 
and saw them following him and said to them, ‘What are you looking for?’ They said to 
him, ‘Rabbi (which translated means Teacher), where are you staying?’ He said to 



them, ‘Come, and you will see.’ So, they went and saw where he was staying, and they 
stayed with him that day” (John 1:38-39a). 
 
Little else is said about Andrew in the Gospels. He was the one who introduced his 
brother Peter to Jesus, saying, "We have found the Messiah" (Jn 1: 41). It was he who 
told Jesus about the boy with the loaves and fishes (John 6: 8). When Philip wanted to 
speak to Jesus about Greeks seeking him, he spoke to Andrew first (John 12: 20-26). 
Andrew was also present at the last supper. 
 
Another occasion was in Jerusalem. As he left the city, a disciple drew Jesus' attention 
to the sight of the massive walls that supported the Temple. The Teacher's response 
was surprising: he said that of those walls not one stone would be left upon another. 
Then Andrew, together with Peter, James, and John, questioned him: "Tell us, when will 
this be, and what will be the sign when these things are all to be accomplished?" (Mk 
13: 1-4). 
 
Per Christian tradition, Andrew went on to preach the Good News around the shores of 
the Black Sea and throughout what is now Greece and Turkey. Andrew was martyred 
by crucifixion in Patras. He was bound, rather than nailed, to a cross, as is described in 
the Acts of Andrew. He was crucified on a cross form known as "crux decussata," which 
is an X-shaped cross or a "saltire." Today this is commonly referred to as "St. Andrew's 
Cross." It is believed Andrew requested to be crucified this way because he deemed 
himself "unworthy to be crucified on the same type of cross as Jesus." 
 
"After Andrew had stayed with Jesus and had learned much from him, he did not keep 
this treasure to himself but hastened to share it with his brother Peter. Notice what 
Andrew said to him: "We have found the Messiah, that is to say, the Christ." Notice how 
his words reveal what he has learned in so short a time. They show the power of the 
master who has convinced them of this truth. Andrew's words reveal a soul waiting with 
the utmost longing for the coming of the Messiah, looking forward to his appearing from 
heaven, rejoicing when he does appear, and hastening to announce to great an event to 
others. To support one another in the things of the spirit is the true sign of goodwill 
between brothers, loving kinship and sincere affection." - from a homily on the Gospel of 
John by Saint John Chrysostom 
 


