
December 11, 2020 –  Friday of the 2nd Week in Advent 
 

   
 

“Seeking the Grace of God to be humble, docile, and childlike in the Presence of 
God and being willing to swim across in the vast ocean of God’s Will! 

(Is 48:17-19 and Mt 11:16-19) 

 
A Christian youngster was interacting once with a person who had expertise in catching 
exotic fish for aquariums. The man explained: “One of the most popular aquarium fish is 
the shark. If you catch a small shark and confine it inside an aquarium tank, it’s size will 
stay proportionate to the aquarium. These sharks may be fully mature, and yet they will 
remain around six inches. But if you turn them loose in the ocean, they grow to their 
normal length of eight feet!” Hearing this, the Christian boy thought to himself: “So true 
is this of many Christians! There are so many little Christians who confine themselves to 
small and petty thoughts and remain content to swim in a little puddle. But there are so 
few who are willing to swim across larger arenas of God’s Providence and Will and only 
these enjoy the freedom of docility and peace and trust!” 
 
What kind of Christians are we? Confined to small, petty thoughts of our ego, 
selfishness, and childishness? Or willing to swim across in the vast ocean of God’s Will, 
in humility and openness 
 
The Gospel of the Day is an exposition of a group of people who remained stubbornly 
stuck to their own immature childish ways! Our Blessed Lord says: “To what shall I 
compare this generation? It is like children…” (Mt 11:16) 
 
We often hear someone say of someone else, ‘Nothing will please him/her’. That is 
what Jesus appears to be saying about the people of his generation in today’s gospel 
reading. The ministry of Jesus and the ministry of John the Baptist were very different in 
ways, and, yet, according to Jesus, his generation found fault with both. John they 
dismissed as ‘possessed’ and Jesus as a ‘glutton and drunkard, a friend of 
undesirables’. Rather than asking, ‘What has this person to say to us?’ they dismissed 
them both in an off-hand fashion. They were like children who would neither join in the 
dance when the piper played, a reference to the ministry of Jesus, nor would they join in 
the funeral game when the dirges were sung, a reference to the ministry of John the 
Baptist. 
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We all can fall victims to this tendency to be confined to small, petty thoughts of our 
ego, selfishness, and childishness! God was drawing near to that generation through 
the very different ministry of John the Baptist and Jesus.  
 
God continues to approach us in many and varied ways. Advent calls on us to be 
attentive to the presence of the Lord, the call of the Lord, in and through the various 
circumstances of our lives, including those circumstances we might be tempted to 
dismiss as having nothing to teach us.  
 
Sharks, if confined to a small area, remain small and insignificant. But if let loose in the 
ocean, they grow to a massive size of eight feet! Let us seek the grace of God to make 
efforts to be humble, docile, and childlike in the Presence of God. With gaiety and 
enthusiasm, let us be willing to swim across in the vast ocean of God’s Will! 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Lord God Almighty, give me eyes and ears to see and hear your work in my world today. 
Use me to advance your work and defeat me when I go astray. Please remove deception 
from my heart and help me change to be more like your Son.  
 
Jesus, I Trust In You 


