
Daily Saints - 2 December 
 

 
 

Feast of Saint Bibiana  
 

Born: 4th Century, Rome, Died: 4th Century in 360, Rome, Venerated in Roman 
Catholic Church, Eastern Orthodox Church, Major Shrine: Santa Bibiana, Rome, 
Attributes: Column and Scourge with leaded thongs, branch of a tree, dagger, scourge, 
depicted tied to a column 
 
She is the patron of single laywomen, torture victims, mentally ill people and invoked 
against epilepsy, epileptics, hangovers, headaches, insanity, mental illness. 

 
Saint Bibiana was the daughter of St. Flavian, a Roman knight, and St. Dafrosa, his 
wife. St. Demetria was her sister. All four of this family were martyred for the Catholic 
Faith. 
 
In the year 363, Julian the Apostate made Apronianus Governor of Rome. Flavian was 
tortured and sent into exile, where he died of his wounds. Dafrosa was beheaded, and 
their two daughters, Bibiana and Demetria, were stripped of their possessions and left 
to suffer poverty. However, they remained in their house, spending their time in fasting 
and prayer. 
 
Apronianus imprisoned them with orders to give them no food. The Roman praetorian 
offered them rewards if they would abandon their faith, and threatened a cruel death if 
they would not conform, but they replied courageously that the goods and advantages 
of this world had no attraction for them, and that they would endure a thousand deaths 
rather than betray their faith and their Savior. Demetria, after having pronounced this 
ardent defense, fell to the ground and expired at her sister's side. 
 
St. Bibiana was reserved for greater sufferings. She was placed in the hands of a 
wicked woman called Rufina to seduce her to sinful life or to mistreat her. She used 
blows as well as persuasion, but the Christian virgin remained faithful. 
 



Enraged at the constancy of this saintly virgin, Apronianus ordered her to be tied to a 
pillar and beaten with scourges, laden with lead plummets, until she expired. The saint 
endured the torments with joy and died under the blows inflicted by the hands of the 
executioner. Her body was then put in the open air to be torn apart by wild animals, yet 
none would touch it. She was buried two days later by a holy priest. 
 


