
Daily Saints - 23 December 
 

 
 

Feast of St. John of Kanty 
 

Birth: June 23, 1390, Kęty, Oświęcim, Poland, Died: December 24, 1473 (aged 83), 
Kraków Academy Kraków, Poland Catholic Church, Beautified:  28 March 
1676, Rome by Pope Clement X  Canonized: 1767, Rome by Pope Clement XIII  Major 
Shrine: Church of St. Anne, Kraków, Poland, Attributes: in a professor's gown with his 
arm around the shoulder of a young student whose gaze is directed towards Heaven; 
giving his garments to the poor Patronage: Poland; Lithuania; Jagiellonian University 

 
John Cantius was born on 23 June 1390 at Kęty, a small town near Oświęcim, Poland. 
He was the son of Stanislaw and Anna Kanty. He became a brilliant student at the 
University of Cracow, Poland. He was ordained as a Priest and became a Professor of 
theology at the University of Cracow. 
 
John had indeed been kicked out of his university position -- unjustly. Rivals who 
resented John's popularity with the students had cooked up a false charge against him. 
John was not even allowed to appear at his own hearing or testify in his own defense. 
So at age 41, he was shipped off to be an apprentice pastor. 
 
Certainly, no one would have blamed John if he was furious at such injustice. However, 
he was determined that his new parishioners would not suffer because of what 
happened to him. But there was no overnight miracle waiting for him in Olkusz. He was 
nervous and afraid of his new responsibilities. And, despite the energy he put into his 
new job, the parishioners remained hostile. But John's plan was very simple and came 
not from the mind but the heart. 
 
He let his genuine interest and concern for these people show in everything he did. 
Despite working for years without any sign of success, he was very careful not to 
demonstrate impatience or anger. He knew that people could never be bullied into love, 
so he gave them what he hoped they would find in themselves. 
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After eight years, he was exonerated and transferred back to Cracow. He had been so 
successful that these once-hostile people followed him several miles down the road, 
begging him to stay. For the rest of his life, he was a professor of sacred Scripture at 
the university. 
 
He was so well-liked that he was often invited to dinner with nobility. Once, he was 
turned away at the door by a servant who thought John's cassock was too frayed. John 
didn't argue but went home, changed into a new cassock, and returned. During the 
meal, a servant spilled a dish on John's new clothes. "No matter," he joked. "My clothes 
deserve some dinner, too. If it hadn't been for them I wouldn't be here at all." 
 
Once John was sitting down to dinner when he saw a beggar walk by outside. He 
jumped up immediately, ran out, and gave the beggar the food in his bowl. He asked no 
questions, made no demands. He just saw someone in need and helped with what he 
had. 
 
On foot, he visited the holy places of Rome and Palestine. One day, after robbers had 
deprived him of all his effects, they asked him whether he had anything more. The saint 
said no but hardly had they gone when he remembered having sewn some gold pieces 
inside his clothing; immediately he followed and overtook them. The robbers, 
astonished at the man's sense of truthfulness, refused to accept the money and 
returned to him the stolen luggage. 
 
To guard himself and his household from evil gossip he wrote upon the wall of his room 
(after the example of St. Augustine): "Guard against causing trouble and slandering 
others, for it is difficult to right the evil done." 
 
John was a serious man, and humble, but known to all the poor of Kraków for his 
kindness. His goods and his money were always at their disposal, and time and again 
they took advantage of him. He kept only the money and clothes absolutely needed to 
support himself. He slept little, ate sparingly, and took no meat. He made a pilgrimage 
to Jerusalem, hoping to be martyred by the Turks. Later John made four subsequent 
pilgrimages to Rome, carrying his luggage on his back. 
 
When he was warned to look after his health, he was quick to point out that, for all their 
austerity, the fathers of the desert lived remarkably long lives. St. John Kanty died on 
December 24, 1473. By the time of his death, the people of Krakow already considered 
him a very holy man. 
 
His motto: "Beware disturbing: it's not sweetly pleasing, Beware speaking ill: for taking 
back words is burdensome." 
 

 “Fight all error, but do it with good humor, patience, kindness, and love. 
Harshness will damage your own soul and spoil the best cause.”  

 "What kind of work can be nobler than to cultivate the minds of young people, 
guarding it carefully, so that the knowledge and love of God and His holy 



precepts go hand-in-hand with learning? To form young Christians and citizens-
isn’t this the most beautiful and noble-minded way to make use of life, of all one’s 
talents and energy?” 


