
March 4, 2020 –  Wednesday 1st Week of Lent 

 

     
 

Believing in the signs offered by the Lord to grow in faith, devotion 

and commitment 

 
The Lord thunders in today’s Gospel Reading, “This is a wicked 

generation… it is asking for a sign”. Signs are not bad. Symbols are not 
without meaning. External expressions are not unwarranted. They certainly 

do have their proper place and meaningful nature.  
 

The Bible is not alien to signs and wonders. Moses’ rod became a serpent; 
The Red Sea parted so that God’s people could cross. Water flowed from a 

rock when Moses struck it. Manna fell from the sky to feed God’s people.  
Aaron ‘s rod blossomed. The sun stood still at Joshua’s command. Gideon’s 

fleece became wet and dry according to his request to the Lord. Elijah 

pronounced a drought upon the land. And he prayed again, and the heaven 
gave rain. The examples are plenty and plenty more. 

 
But, when signs stop being an aid to increase in faith, they lose their 

meaning. When symbols cease to be a passage for inner understanding, 
they fail in their purpose. 

 
And this is the reason that Jesus condemns the Pharisaic mentality of 

Seeking for a Sign. They sought a sign in order to test but not to believe. 
They asked a sign in order to satisfy curiosity but not to trust. They 

demanded a sign in order to scheme evil talks but not to have faith. 
Jesus condemns all such unnecessary demands for a sign and external 

phenomenon. “but no sign will be given it, except the sign of Jonah the 
Prophet!” 

 

What sign are you waiting for that would prove that God really, 
really loves you? What resolution to a problem, what new job, what 



reconciled relationship? In today’s Gospel passage, we find out that Jesus 
is the sign. We need no other sign. 

 
In today’s first reading, we see that Jonah’s mission was to call the Ninevites 

to repentance. In the Gospel reading, we’re reminded that, like Jonah, 
Jesus emerged from the belly of death to call you and me to 

repentance. We need to also come in repentance and contrition to the Lord 
and trust in His Mercy. He is the sign we are given. 

 
When we sin, it’s usually because we don’t understand how to find God’s 

love in the situation we’re facing. Sin is a selfish attempt to do things 
our own way — in other words, to take care of ourselves as if we are 

greater than God.  
 

Repentance means changing. Repentance means letting go of our 

ways when they’re not God’s ways. We need to sacrifice our resistance 
to the cross. Then and only then can we experience the joy of trusting God. 

 
The Pharisees demanded a sign and Jesus answered with a sign - the 

greatest of them all is “His Resurrection”. And yet DID THEY BELIEVE? 
They did not believe. 

 
But the question is Am I believing? Am  I believing and living in the Power of 

the Resurrection in my life? Have I reduced the reality of Jesus being Alive, 
to a mere expression of the lips? Do I also display this Sign in my life, my 

activities, my words, etc. –  that Jesus is Risen?! 
 

Let us pray: 
 

Lord Jesus, Let me not be carried away by mere External Glitz and Glamour. 

Let me open my eyes to see the many wonders and miracles You have 
worked in my lives. Let me become aware to see that He is Risen, and Alive 

and Working in amazing ways in my Life. 
 

Jesus, I Trust In You 
 

 


