
March 11, 2020 – Wednesday 2nd Week of Lent 

 

   
 

Prioritizing God and His Kingdom above all else 
 

Participating at the Eucharist – Signified Actions 

 
In today's gospel reading Jesus asks James and John, 'Can you drink the cup 

that I am going to drink?' He was asking them if they were prepared to 
share his cup, to throw in their lot with him, to follow where he leads, even 

though it may mean the cross. In the garden of Gethsemane  Jesus prayed, 
'Father if it is possible, let this cup pass from me'.  Yet, he went on to drink 

that cup to the full on the cross. At the last supper, he drank of the cup, and 
then gave the cup to his disciples, who also drank from it. Yet, a little later, 

they deserted him and fled. In spite of James and John's expressed desire to 
drink from the Lord's cup in today's gospel reading, they would not follow 

where he would lead when the time came. In a few minutes, we will be 
invited to take part in the Diving Meal – the Eucharist. In doing so, we are 

expressing our willingness to going where the Lord leads, walking in his way, 

even when it means the way of the cross.  
 

In today’s gospel reading Jesus speaks of that way as the way of self-giving 
service of others, as against loading it over others. We pray that in 

participating and taking the body and the cup of the Lord at this Eucharist, 
we would be faithful to what that action signifies, walking in the footsteps of 

the Son of Man who came not to be served but to serve. 
 

Enlightened prayer - Prayer in keeping with the Spirit of Jesus 
 

In the gospel reading when the mother of James and John asks Jesus to 
promise that her two sons would sit one at his right and one at his left in his 



kingdom Jesus replies by saying, 'You do not know what you are asking'. Her 
prayer of intercession for her sons was not a very enlightened prayer. Saint 

Paul in his letter to the Romans says that 'we do not know how to pray as 
we ought'. He also says, 'the Spirit helps us in our weakness' because the 

Spirit 'intercedes with signs too deep for words'. Paul is implying that 
although we often do not know how to pray properly, the Spirit within us 

intercedes in an appropriate way. When our prayer is in tune with that deep 
prayer of the Spirit then our prayer is acceptable to the Lord. The prayer of 

the mother of the two disciples was not acceptable to the Lord, well-
intentioned as it was. She was looking for status and honor for her sons. 

This is not a prayer in keeping with the Spirit of Jesus because he gave up 
all status and honor for our sakes, giving his life for us in the dishonorable 

death of crucifixion.  
 

In the gospel reading, Jesus calls on us to follow his example of taking the 

path of self-emptying service of others. This is the path the Spirit moves us 
to take and the prayer that the Spirit inspires in us will be in harmony with 

this path of self-emptying love of others. 
 

Life message: The leaders in Jesus’ Church must be the servants of all as 
Mary was (“Behold the handmaid of the Lord”). That is why the Pope is 

called “the servant of the servants of God.” The priesthood of the ordained 
priests is called the ministerial priesthood because the duty of ordained 

priests is to give spiritual services to the people of God who share the royal 
priesthood of Christ by their Baptism (Rev 1:6; cf. 1 Pt 2:5,9). Church 

leaders must be ready to serve others sacrificially with agape love in all 
humility. In other words, leaders among Christians must be humble, loving, 

selfless and “the servants of all.” 
 

Let us pray: 

 
Lord Jesus, make me a servant of love for your kingdom, that I may seek to 

serve rather than be served. Inflame my heart with your love that I may 
give generously and serve others joyfully for your sake. May my prayer be 

filled with Your Spirit and I may be answered according to Your Will. Let me 
look to the Cross to draw greater inspiration to prioritize my needs and 

wants. Let me look to Blessed Mother who sought God’s Will for Her Child 
above all else. 

 
Jesus, I Trust In You 


