
March 13, 2020 – 2nd Week of Lent 

Father’s Unwavering Love 

1. Freedom – the fruit of a loving relationship – leads to 
reconciling with the Father  

The younger son in today’s parable wants his freedom and the financial 
resources to exercise his freedom and so he asks for his share of his father’s 

inheritance long before it is due to him. The father indulges his younger 
son's request; he allowed him to head off on his journey into freedom. Yet, 

the heart of the father goes with his son. When the son's adventure turned 

to disaster, he experienced a desire for home. This was the small opening 
that the father needed. He ran out to his broken son to make his journey 

home shorter. It has been said that the arms and kisses of the father in the 
parable speak more eloquently of God's love for the lost than all the books of 

theology. It was at this point that the father discovers his older son is also 
lost. Whereas the father ran to meet his younger son, the older son kept his 

distance from his brother. For a second time, the father goes out to a lost 
son. 

The father showed his love for his younger son above all by his actions; he 
showed his love for older son above all by his words, ‘My son you are with 

me always and all I have is yours’. The older son mistook his 
relationship with his father as one of slave to master, ‘All these years I 

have slaved for you’. Yet, this was not the kind of relationship the father 
wanted with his son; he desired a relationship of love between equals. One 

of the messages of this powerful story is that God is always pursuing us 

in love to offer us what Paul calls the glorious freedom of the children of 
God, a freedom which is the fruit of a loving relationship with the 

God who loves us unconditionally  
 

2. Death followed by New Life through Sacrament of 
Reconciliation 
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The language of death followed by new life is to be found in this morning's 

parable. To the servants the father said, 'this son of mine was dead and has 
come back to life'; to his elder son he says, 'your brother was dead and has 

come back to life'. There is more than one form of resurrection. The 
resurrection to the new life that we long and hope for beyond this earthly life 

can be anticipated in various ways in the course of our earthly lives. In the 
parable resurrection for the younger son took the form of a journey from a 

self-imposed isolation to an experience of community, from a sense of guilt 
to an experience of loving acceptance. It was the father's unconditional love 

which allowed his younger son to complete his journey, to rise from the 
dead. The parable suggests that God’s compassionate love is always 

at work bringing people from some form of death to a new life. In 
contrast to the father, the elder son considered his brother dead (‘this son of 

yours’) and was happy to see him remain in his self-imposed tomb. Whereas 
the father’s response to his son was one of compassion, the elder brother’s 

response to him was one of anger. The parable challenges us to embody 

in our own ways of relating to others the life-giving presence of the 
father’s compassion rather than the deadening presence of the elder 

son’s anger. 
 

1. If we have been in sin, God’s mercy is seeking us, searching for 
our souls with a love that is wild beyond all imagining.  God is ready to 

receive and welcome us back no less than Jesus welcomed sinners in 
his time. We should also ask God for the courage to extend this 

forgiveness to others who have offended us. 
 

2. Reflect, today upon the importance of reconciling with the Father in 
Heaven.  Lent is an ideal time for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Let 

us confess our sins and regain peace and God’s friendship. The first 
condition for experiencing the joy and relief of having our 

sins forgiven is to see them as they are and give them up.  

 
3. We have to be humble enough to recognize that we need God’s 

forgiveness to be whole. Don’t let this Lent go by without participating 
in this wonderful gift of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

 
Let us pray: 

 
Lord Jesus, Let me know the joy of repentance and the restoration of the 

relationship as a son or daughter of your heavenly Father. May I never doubt 
your love nor take for granted the mercy you have shown to me. Fill me with 

your transforming love that I may be merciful as you are merciful. 

 
Jesus, I Trust In You 


