
March 29, 2020 – 5th Sunday of Lent 

 

         
 

Exclaiming with hope and trust: ‘Thank you Lord for the pain! I know 
there is a purpose! I know I am loved  

Ezek 37:12-14, Rom 8:8-11 and Jn 11:1-45 

 
We have probably all had the experience of our prayers not being answered 

in the way we had hoped. We pray to the Lord on behalf of a loved one who 
is ill and they fail to recover. Perhaps that has been the experience of the 

families of loved ones who have recently died because of the coronavirus. 
We can feel abandoned by the Lord at such times. Our faith can be shaken 

when our heartfelt prayer goes unanswered, especially our prayer for 
seriously ill loved ones. This was the experience of Martha and Mary in 

today’s gospel reading. 
 

1. First Incident: 

An incident is narrated of a 6-year old boy, who was diagnosed with 
leukemia (cancer of the blood/bone-marrow). One day, the child had to 

undergo a very painful procedure called “spinal tap”. The mother, knowing 
that her child would have to undergo a lot of pain, approached him and told: 

"Remember, if it hurts, it's because you are loved, and there is the purpose 
for the pain!" The child remembered this sentence and took it to heart. As 

the procedure was conducted, the child yelled and sobbed and cried with the 
horrendous pain. When the process was finally getting through, the child, 

with tears in his reddish eyes, looked up to the doctor and exclaimed: 
"Thank you, Doctor, for the pain! I know there is a purpose! I know I am 

loved!”.  

The incident goes on to say, that the child survived the painful illness and 

went on to live a normal life!) Well, life often takes us through “painful 
procedures,” right? Just as all of us are going through painful moments of 

fear and suffering in the midst of the deadly sickness!” In all such situations, 
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our Christian faith reminds us: "Remember, if it hurts, it's because you are 

loved, and there is the purpose for the pain!" 

2. Second Incident: 

As Vice President, George H.W. Bush represented the U.S. at the funeral of 
former Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev (November 1982). Bush was deeply 

moved by a silent protest carried out by Brezhnev's widow. She stood 
motionless by the coffin until seconds before it was closed. Then, just as the 

soldiers touched the lid, Brezhnev's wife performed an act of great courage 
and hope, a gesture that must surely rank as one of the most profound acts 

of civil disobedience ever committed in Communist Russia: she made the 
sign of the cross on her husband's chest. There in the citadel of secular, 

atheistic power, the wife of the man who had run it all made a gesture 
suggesting that her husband had been wrong. She hoped that there was 

another way of life – a life best represented by Jesus who died on the cross 
and that this same Jesus might yet have mercy on her husband and raise 

him up on the Day of the Judgment.  In today's Gospel, Martha expresses 

her Faith in Jesus' assurance of the resurrection of her brother Lazarus. 

The Gospel of the Day – the raising of Lazarus – is a powerful teaching on 

this dimension of how we need to put our trust in the Lord and realize, that 
there is a purpose that God has in store for us, even in the most painful 

situations of our life. 

This incident teaches us a number of essential lessons for life… 

1. The Providence of God, that answers, even when we do not “feel” His 
presence around us (Jn 11: 4-6). “So when Jesus heard, that Lazarus 

was ill, He remained for two days in the place where He was” (Jn 11: 
6). Thus, it teaches us: We need to depend on the Lord at all times, 

even in our dark moments of life the Lord will never abandon us and in 
fact, can never leave us 

2. The power of trust and hope in the Lord, even in hard and trying 
situations of life (Jn 11: 21-27). Martha said to Jesus, ‘Yes Lord, I have 

come to believe, that You are the Messiah, the Son of God…” (Jn 11: 

27). Thus, it teaches us: as gold is tested in the furnace, so our faith 
will be tested in the crucible of pains and sufferings. We need to resign 

ourselves to the Power of the Lord, even though we may not 
understand many things 



3. The empathy of the Lord in sharing with the pain of humanity (Jn 11: 

35) “And Jesus wept” (Jn 11: 35). Thus it teaches us: In our suffering 
moments, the Lord is very much close to us, and suffers with us. Our 

tears are precious to the Lord and He stores them in a bottle (Ps 56:9) 

4. The power of God’s Word (Jn 11: 43-44). “Jesus cried out in a loud 

voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!'” (Jn 11: 43. Thus it teaches us: The Word 
Which created the entire universe, is given to us in the Holy Bible, for 

us to read, cherish and find strength! The promises given by His Word 
will come to fruition in due season and no powers on this earth can 

diffuse or dilute it! 

5. The slow understanding of the Disciples, who were with the Lord for a 

while, and yet had not understood His Ways and Words (Jn 11: 8-16). 
“Master, if he is asleep, he will be saved” (Jn 11: 12). Thus it teaches 

us: doubts and dilemmas are very much part of one’s life as a disciple 

In the midst of all these and various other “food for transformation” that this 

incident offers we focus our attention on one message: “God’s delays are not 

His denials”. Yes, God’s delays are, certainly, not His denials! 

One of the striking aspects we encounter in this Gospel passage is the delay 

that Jesus “purposely” entails in coming to Lazarus. The Gospel says that “… 
when Jesus heard that Lazarus was ill, he remained for two days in the place 

where he was.” (Jn 11: 6). This statement is “one side surprising; while on 
the other, shocking!”. Why did Jesus delay in going to Lazarus? As the Lord 

Himself answers: “This illness is not to end in death, but is for the glory of 
God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” (Jn 11: 4) 

 
As Christians, the only way is the “Way of the Cross” a way filled with pains 

and sufferings and a way that enshrines hardships and struggles. But we 
must also realize, that it is this “way of the Cross” alone that would lead to 

the “joy of the Resurrection!” 

All our "unwanted" situations of life – pains, struggles, difficulties, and crises 

– have a meaning and purpose in the eternal plan of God. The Word of God 

assures us through Prophet Ezekiel and St Paul that God will raise us up 
from every grave and from every "dead situation" – the "grave and the 

death of sicknesses, hopelessness, and fear!" 

Yes, in all our struggles and hardships of life – especially in this time when 

all of us are facing the harsh reality of sicknesses, let us seek to move 



higher in our faith and belief towards a real “trust in the Lord” and to 

advance from just “professing the Lord with my lips” to “recognizing His 
power from our hearts!”  

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, give me the grace that in every situation of life let me with hope 

and trust exclaim: “Thank you Lord for the pain! I know there is a purpose! 
I know I am loved!” 

Jesus, I Trust In You 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


