
March 31, 2020 – Tuesday of 5th Week of Lent 

 

    
 

Num 21:4-9 and Jn 8: 21-30 
 

The early church saw in the lifting up of a bronze serpent on a standard in 
today’s first reading a symbol of the lifting up of Jesus on the cross. 

According to our first reading, those who looked upon the bronze serpent 
lived. In the gospel reading, Jesus speaks of the lifting up of the Son of Man, 

and elsewhere he says that those who look upon the Son of Man lifted up 
from the earth will live, will share in his own life. In these difficult days, we 

all need to look upon something or someone that will give us hope. The 
news coming to us through our various media channels is invariably 

bad and, after a while, it can easily leave us feeling very helpless 
and even a little hopeless. In such a scenario we need all the more 

to look upon what gives us hope and keeps us going. We can look 

upon the Lord at any time and in any place. 
  

1. ‘When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know 
that I am He’ 

 
In the gospel reading this morning, Jesus says, ‘When you have lifted up the 

Son of Man, then you will know that I am He’. Jesus is declaring that it is 
only when he is lifted up on the cross that people will see him for who he 

really is, the revelation of God’s love for the world. Jesus was God in human 
form, God’s love in human form, and that identity of Jesus is most evident 

when he is lifted up on the cross. The crucifix has become the dominant 
symbol of Christianity, not because Christians glamorize suffering, 

but because we recognize Christ crucified as the revelation of God’s 
love for the world. Jesus was sent by God to proclaim God’s love for the 

world. He was faithful to that proclamation, even when it became clear that 

it would cost him his life. As a result, his death became an even more 
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powerful proclamation of God’s love for the world than his life had been. 

Saint Paul tells us that every time we gather to celebrate the Eucharist, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death, the Lord’s love for the world, for each of us. 

Through the Eucharist, the Lord’s love for the world becomes present to us 
in a very tangible and very personal way. We are sent out from the Eucharist 

to make that love of God tangible for others. 
  

2. ‘I always do what pleases him’, what pleases his Father 
 

At the end of this morning’s gospel reading, Jesus says, ‘I always do what 
pleases him’, what pleases his Father. It is a very simple statement and, yet, 

a very profound one. The driving force of Jesus’ life is not pleasing himself or 
pleasing others but pleasing his heavenly Father. Jesus’ will, his desire, is in 

harmony with God’s will and desire, which is why he also says in that gospel 
reading, ‘what the Father has taught me is what I preach’. Jesus’ 

relationship with God was unique and yet, through faith and baptism, we 

have been drawn into a sharing in his relationship with God. We too are 
called to live our lives on the basis not of pleasing ourselves or even pleasing 

others but pleasing God. We are invited to say with Jesus, ‘I always do 
what pleases God’. None of us succeeds in pleasing God all of the 

time but that at least can be the goal of our lives. We are to be 
constantly asking ourselves, ‘What does it mean to live in a way that pleases 

God?’ Even to ask that question is to seek after what is pleasing to God, 
what is in harmony with God’s will and God’s desire. As we ask that question 

and try to answer it, we keep turning to Jesus who lived in a way that was 
fully pleasing to God. We need the help of the Holy Spirit, the gift of 

wisdom, to discern what God wants of us, what is pleasing to God. 
Having discerned what God wants, we then strive to be faithful to that even 

when it involves displeasing others. Here again we will need the help of the 
Holy Spirit, this time the gift of courage. 

 

Let us pray: 
 

Lord Jesus, Let your healing love free me from the blindness of sin and 
disbelief and from the destructive force of COVID – 19 and all evil and 

wrongdoing. Let the Healthcare Workers be your instruments in bringing 
your healing touch and cure to all those who are affected by COVID -19. 

 
Jesus, I Trust In You  


