
April 1, 2020 – Tuesday of the 5th Week of Lent 

 

   
 

Being faithful to the Lord, even when we know it is God’s Will that is 
permitting us, to experience momentary suffering and struggle  

Dan 3:14-20, 24-25, 28 and Jn 8:31-42 

 

This Lenten season finds many under more stress than usual with the virus 
and the economic slowdown.  Nurses, doctors, and medical staff toil and 

strive with grace and caring.  They rarely share their views, troubles, and 
needs; they focus on the patients.    They are keeping The Word by their 

actions. Like the Good Samaritan—they stopped along the road to help. 
They bandaged the wounds and made sure their charge was in the best of 

hands. 
 

The fiery furnace of tribulation is something we will come across in our lives. 

Not just once, but many times. It is in this fiery furnace that our faith in 
God is tested, our faith in prayer is tested, our faith in others is 

tested, and our faith in ourselves is tested. The fiery furnace comes in 
all forms: the loss of a job, the hurt from a broken or painful relationship, ill-

treatment and accusations from others, etc., and especially during this time 
of the COVID-19 outbreak. 

 
Today’s first reading, taken from the book of the prophet Daniel, tells us how 

King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had a golden statue built and commanded 
all his subjects to bow down in adoration before it as a test of loyalty. Many 

Jews did so, fearing persecution and death. But three young Jewish men 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who were favorites of the king and were 

employed by the King in the royal court, refused to worship the statue 
because of their religious belief in one God, Yahweh. Hence, they were 

thrown into a fiery furnace to die. There, Yahweh, their God protected 

them, as they were ready to sacrifice their lives rather than turn their backs 
on Him. It was their Faith, their loyal allegiance to God and their 

obedience to His will that saved them. Being convinced of the Truth and 
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Beauty of God’s Will, they were willing to make every sacrifice – and go 

against every stubborn temptation! That’s Faith! That’s Trust! 

Holding on to the Lord, not only because you wish that God will answer your 

prayer, in the way you want, and in the time you want but being faithful to 
the Lord, even when you know it is God’s Will that is permitting you, to 

experience momentary suffering and struggle! 
 

Are we ready to open our eyes to this Truth of knowing and accepting God’s 
Will in our life? Or do we remain stubborn and defiant in the ‘temptation to 

think and do as per our own wishes’ and fail to experience the Divine Power 
of the Lord? 

In this morning’s gospel reading, Jesus speaks of himself as the source of 
true freedom. He says, ‘if you make my word your home… you will 

learn the truth and the truth will make you free’, and again, ‘if the Son 
makes you free, you will be free indeed’. Jesus declares in the gospel 

reading today that if we make his word our home, we will be free, even in 

these times when much of our freedom is curtailed. If we allow our lives to 
be shaped by the word of Jesus, we will experience what Paul in his letter to 

the Romans calls ‘the glorious freedom of the children of God’. If we allow 
the Lord’s word to shape our lives, we will begin to love one another as the 

Lord has loved us and, then, we will be truly free with the freedom of the 
Holy Spirit. In the teaching of Jesus and in the New Testament as a whole, 

the free person is the loving person, the person who is free to love as Jesus 
loved. Paul declares in his second letter to the Corinthians, 'where the Spirit 

of the Lord is, there is freedom', and the fruit of the Spirit is love. Jesus was 
the freest person who ever lived, even when his freedom was taken from 

him in the hour of his passion and death because he was the most loving 
person, the fullest revelation of God's love. He calls us to share in his 

freedom through the power of the Holy Spirit.  

It is by believing in God and in His Word of truth that will set us free. 1. By 

forgiving those who hurt us, we are freed. 2. By praying for those we wrong 

us, we are freed. 3. By not nailing judgment on others, we are freed. 4. By 
loving others through works of mercy, we are freed.  

The flames of the fiery furnace may not go off, but by believing and living in 
the truth, we live in the freedom of walking together with our God in that 

fiery furnace. 

Let us pray: 



Lord Jesus, Let me hold on to You, not only because I wish that You will 

answer my prayer, in the way I want and, in the time, I want but being 
faithful to You, even when I know it is Your Will to experience momentary 

suffering and struggle. I pray for truth and freedom – and hope – in a 
special way during this COVID-19 emergency, so that I can live by the light 

of God’s truth. 

Jesus, I Trust In You 

 

 

 


