
April 10, 2020 – Good Friday 

   

Being ready to be Crucified with our Blessed Lord and planting the 
crosses of our difficulties on the inner hill of our hearts in order to 

find peace, consolation, and strength 

Today, on Good Friday, our eyes are focused on Jesus on the Cross the 

symbol of our Faith. Jesus, our Crucified Lord reminds the inevitability of the 
Cross in the life of a Christian and the need to be persons who are 

responsive to this “Crucifying Challenge of Christianity!” 

Christianity sometimes is really strange, when compared to other 
ways of life: 1.While other ways of life propose actualizing oneself and 

finding salvation through one’s own abilities  Christianity suggests 
discovering the mystery of God with His Grace and gaining salvation through 

Him alone! 2. While other ways of life propose casting away all pains and 
difficulties and living a prosperous life, Christianity suggests accepting 

sufferings and trials and detaching oneself from vain riches! 3. While other 
ways of life propose liberality and openness in identifying with the moral 

trends of the modern world, Christianity suggests swimming against wrong 
trends and enjoying the true love of all children of God! 4.While other ways 

of life propose more comfortable and appealing techniques and signs which 
can attract masses of people;  Christianity suggests having the tough and 

the not-so-alluring Cross as a symbol which may even repel people! 

Yes, Christianity is strange simply because it’s Founder was strange! 

Jesus never demanded popularity. He never suggested easy paths or 

compromised His convictions! And Jesus did die in a strange way on a Cross! 

The Cross was supposed to make a perfect mockery of Jesus! But Jesus on 

the Cross shames this notion of the world! The world feels greatly arrogant 
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in being Proud! The world loves to show off its ability and to say that it is 

capable of being totally independent! But Jesus on the Cross proves that 
human beings can never redeem themselves, but they have to come to God! 

Jesus on the Cross stands as a silent sentinel proclaiming that you have to 
come to God’s way or you won’t come at all. The Cross stands in judgment 

over the sinful pride of the human race. The Cross – which was symbolic of 
oppression and misery now with Jesus, symbolizes life and redemption to all! 

Yes, the Cross is a symbol of shame to the world! But for Christians, it is a 
symbol of salvation! The Cross is a symbol of absolute stupidity and 

absurdness to the world! But for Christians, it’s a symbol of the majestic 
wisdom of God! 

St John of the Cross would say: “The road is narrow. He who wishes to 
travel it more easily must cast off all things and use the Cross as his cane. 

In other words, he must be truly resolved to suffer willingly for the love of 
God in all things.” 

Two thieves on either side died with Christ on the Cross: One mocked Jesus; 

the other sought Jesus One took pride in himself; the other humbled himself. 
One lost a golden opportunity; the other won the Prized Paradise! The Cross 

with Jesus hanging beckons to each one of us now. We have a choice – like 
both the thieves. Are we going to lose a golden opportunity or are we going 

to seek the Prized Paradise? The Choice is ours! Escape from the Cross or 
embrace the Cross! Exit the Cross or exalt the Cross! 

In many of our Chapels or our homes, we have the Crucifix, placed at a 
certain height. We all love to come before this Crucifix and express our 

words of devotion and endearment. But perhaps, the Crucified Savior, is 
today calling us, from the Cross and telling us: “My Child, Do not be far from 

me. Come closer to me and learn to embrace me from close.” And when we 
go closer to the Crucifix, we also realize that if we turn the Crucifix, behind, 

there is an empty place. Yes, there is a vacancy, a place for us to be 
crucified with our Suffering Lord. Are we ready for this? Are we ready to 

REALLY love the Lord? 

Are we ready to embrace the Cross of Christ and be His genuine followers? 
When we find ourselves struggling with the hardships and trials of life when 

we feel the intense emptiness of God's presence in our lives, we need to 
plant the crosses of our difficulties on the inner hill of our hearts and thus 

finding peace, consolation, and strength! 



Do not gather in Sadness why? 

 
Today it is Good Friday and we commemorate the Lord’s passion and death 

because, according to the evangelists, Jesus died at three in the afternoon. 
It is also the only day in the year when we do not celebrate Mass. We are in 

a more somber mood than Mass would allow for.  
 

1. Seeing the cross of Jesus bathed in the light of Easter. 
 

Yet, for all the somber quality of our liturgy, we do not gather in sadness, 
and we do not focus on the physical sufferings of Jesus. When the 

evangelists told the story of the passion and death of Jesus, they did not 
dwell on the awfulness of the actual crucifixion. The evangelists were much 

more concerned with bringing out the deeper meaning of that last journey of 
Jesus. In the light of Easter, the early church came to understand that the 

final journey of Jesus was indeed a good news story. We too look at the 

passion and death of Jesus in the light of Easter. Indeed, it is because Jesus 
was raised from the dead that the Friday on which Jesus was crucified came 

to be known as Good Friday. As followers of the risen Lord, among whom the 
risen Lord lives and works, we always see the cross of Jesus bathed in the 

light of Easter. 
 

2.  Being lifted up in glory 
 

The fourth evangelist speaks of Jesus as being lifted up, which suggests not 
only his being lifted up on the cross but his being lifted up in glory. In John's 

gospel when Judas leaves the room of the last supper to betray Jesus, Jesus 
immediately declares, 'Now the Son of Man has been glorified'. The crucified 

of Jesus for this evangelist is also his glorification, the hour when he reveals 
his glory when he reveals the glory of God, the powerful presence of God. 

This evangelist recognized very clearly that when Jesus was at this weakest 

on the cross, God was at his most powerful. God was powerfully at work in 
and through the weakness of Jesus. 

 
3. Draw all people to himself 

 
Indeed, in this fourth gospel, Jesus says of himself, 'When I am lifted up 

from the earth, I will draw all people to myself'. In the course of his public 
ministry, Jesus drew to himself people from Galilee and from Jerusalem. 

However, he declares there that when he is lifted up on the cross, he will 
draw all people to himself, people of every generation and from every 

language and culture. 
 

4.  Lord offers that living water to all of us 



 

It was above all on the cross that Jesus revealed God to be unconditional 
love. In those great words of the fourth evangelist, ‘God so loved the world 

that he gave his only Son’. We gather here on this Good Friday afternoon 
because each of us has already been touched in some way by the God of 

Love revealed in the death and resurrection of Jesus. 
 

Earlier in the gospel, Jesus had offered the Samaritan woman 'living water' 
and promised that if anyone received this living water it would become in 

them a spring of water, welling up to eternal life. He was speaking to her of 
the living water of God's Spirit, of the Spirit of God's love. From the cross, 

the Lord offers that living water to all of us; he says to all of us, 'Let anyone 
who is thirsty come to me'. That is why we venerate the cross. We are 

spiritually thirsty and we want to keep drinking from the source of the living 
water of God’s love, a love which is stronger than sin and stronger than 

death. 

 
So Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

 
A perfect sacrifice of atonement is finished: What Jesus really meant 

was that his job of saving the world had been completed by his offering of 
himself on the cross as a perfect sacrifice.  

 
Reconciliation is accomplished: Jesus died on the cross to get rid of the 

power of sin to condemn us. “For God indeed was in Christ, reconciling the 
world to Himself” (2 Corinthians 5:19). 

 
The ransom is paid: “the Son of Man came … to give his life as a ransom 

for many.”  
 

An exemplary atonement is made demonstrating the depth of God’s 

love for man. St. Paul writes: “God has shown us how much He loves us—it 
was while we were still sinners that Christ died for us! … We were God’s 

enemies, but He made us His friends through the death of His Son.” 
(Romans 5:8, 10). 

 
God’s solidarity with suffering humanity is demonstrated. Although 

God could have saved humanity in any number of ways, He allowed a cruel 
execution for His only Son to show His solidarity with suffering humanity. 

This gift enables us to find meaning for our own sufferings in the sufferings 
of Christ. 

 
Let us pray:  
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Loving God, what You have done for me in Jesus’ death on the cross is far 

more than I deserve. His death has made me a friend with You again. His 
death has given me forgiveness and the hope of life forever. Everything is 

complete. Please, Lord, enable me to welcome my crosses, as Jesus did, for 
the atonement of my sins and those of others and let me experience that 

Love and share Him with others. I thank you, Jesus, from the bottom of my 
heart. Amen 

 
Jesus, I Trust In You 


