
April 12, 2020 – Easter Sunday 
  

   

Offering our life to our Beloved Risen Lord and sharing in His 

Holiness – trusting with Faith – that beyond the tomb is life, beyond 

the cross is glory and beyond the suffering is redemption 

Happy Easter to all of you! 
 

1. This is not a normal Easter. But this Easter, like the first Easter, 

gives us hope. 
 

This is not a normal Easter. We are locked in our homes, unable to gather 
together and celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. But even in these unusual 

circumstances, it is Easter still. Therefore, we must try to connect the good 
news of this holy day to the struggles that we face during this coronavirus 

pandemic. There is a detail in today’s gospel that can help us. 

 
When Mary Magdalen tells Peter and the beloved disciple that she cannot 

find Christ’s body, the two disciples run to the tomb. They do not walk to the 
tomb. They do not hasten to the tomb. They run. Why is it that Peter and 

the beloved disciple are so anxious to go to the tomb as quickly as possible? 
It certainly must be that they have a hope—a wild hope—that they may see 

Jesus again. They run with the hope that the impossible could be true. They 
run hoping that they could again be in the presence of the Lord. 

 
This experience of Peter and the beloved disciples reminds us how essential 

it is to have physical contact with others. It also reminds us that the normal 
way we experience the risen Lord is by our interaction with other people. It 

is when we touch the broken and poor in service that we know we are 
touching Jesus. 
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This is what makes this struggle with the coronavirus so difficult. For all the 

right reasons, we must distance ourselves from one another. Yet, in this 
separation, it becomes clear how much we lose when we are not in one 

another's presence. Now, of course, God is always with us. Even when we 
are alone, we know that if we turn to God, God will comfort us. But the 

social distancing that this crisis places on us robs us. It takes from us the 
normal way we experience God’s presence. Like the early disciples after the 

crucifixion, our lives are broken, because we are not able to experience 
Christ’s presence by gathering for prayer, fellowship, and service. 

 
This is not a normal Easter. But this Easter, like the first Easter, gives us 

hope. It promises that a day will come when our quarantine will end. Like 
the early disciples who heard the voice of Mary Magdalen on that first Easter 

morning, we are called to hope that isolation and fear will be replaced by 
community and joy. 

  

2. Trusting with Faith that beyond the tomb is life,  
 

The Lord had undergone – the tragedy of death and Our life is so often 

similar to the tragedy. Students sometimes toil hard in life but fail to get the 

desired results. Husband and wife bring upon some misunderstanding in 
their intimacy, and there is a dangerous crack in the relationship. Children 

fail to take responsibility in life and stray away from the paths of living a 
good life, and there is a hopeless situation created at home. Religious 

communities have the members indulging in individualism, and the very 
basis of community life is endangered.  

Even in the Church, we see many scandals and controversies emerging and 
widespread persecution and attacks happening on our faith; and it would 

seem, that the Church may collapse or disintegrate or be divided. Death due 
to Coronavirus pandemic is increasing and more people are contracted and 

suffering. 
 

In all such situations, it seems that it is the end. In all such moments, it 
seems that everything is going to be over. Like the big stone that was rolled 

across the tomb, where the body of Jesus was laid, a big stone is rolled over 

all our hopes and aspirations. Human beings, from far, see the end of the 
road and think that it’s all over. But God, from above, says that it is not an 

end – it is only a bend to a new beginning. 
 

Jesus was dead, but He rose. And He invites us to trust and believe that. 
Unless there is a Good Friday, there cannot be an Easter Sunday. Unless 

there is a crown of thorns, there cannot be the halo of holiness. Unless there 
are wounds of nails, there cannot blessings with raised hands. Unless there 

is a Cross, there cannot be an empty tomb 



 

The Resurrected Jesus today invites, with His glorious body, with wounds in 
His Hands, His Legs and His Heart to share in His Life and in His Holiness. 

Are we willing to give our lives to this Beloved Risen Lord? 
 

3. Let Him out of the tomb 
 

A class of fourth-graders decided that they wanted to put on an Easter 
pageant for their parents. They wanted to enact what happened to Jesus on 

Easter morning. So, their teacher helped them by coming up with a list of all 
the characters that they would have to play. She then spoke to each student 

asking which role he or she would prefer. Of course, many of them wanted 
to play soldiers or angels or one of the women who came bearing spices. 

 
But when she came to a young boy named Kevin and asked him,” Kevin who 

would you like to be?” Kevin responded quickly, “I would like to be the 

stone.” “The stone?” said the teacher, taken back by his response, “We have 
no lines for the stone, there’s nothing you would be able to say.” “That’s 

okay,” said Kevin, “I’ll be happy just to roll away at the appropriate time.” 
 

So, since she had more children than roles, she allowed Kevin to be the 
stone. The play was a great success. Afterward, the teacher went to all the 

children to affirm them and to thank them. When she came to Kevin, she, 
first of all, thanked him for the excellent job he did rolling away. But then 

she asked him, "Kevin, tell me why was it so important to you to be the 
stone. It wasn't after all the biggest role." “I know,” said Kevin, “but I really 

wanted to be the one who let Jesus out of the tomb.” 
 

Kevin’s words are important to us this Easter morning. We have heard the 
proclamation that Jesus is risen. In faith, we believe that he now sits at the 

right hand of God in power. But the power of Jesus will not benefit us unless 

we are willing to let him out of the tomb. 
 

We let him out of the tomb when we move our faith from our head to our 
hearts. What does it mean to let Christ into our hearts? It means that we 

live each day trying to be aware that the power of Christ is with us. Aware 
that Christ is with us to protect us, to guide us, to help us. If we were to 

invite Christ truly into our hearts, into the center of who we are, we would 
live differently. Christ would give us more clarity, more commitment, and 

more confidence. 
 

If we invite Christ into our hearts, he will help us clarify what is important 
and what is not. If Christ is with us, he will show us which things are 

distractions and which things are essential. Then we will never ignore the 



people who love us and we will never forget which decisions are the ones 

that can really make a difference. 
 

if we place the power of Christ at our center, we will find a new way to be 
committed. We will realize we do the good things in our lives not simply 

because they are right but because they are God’s work. That insight 
should give us the ability to keep going even when it is difficult and 

disappointing.  
 

if we let the power of Christ come into us, it will give us greater 
confidence because we will realize that Christ wants to resolve these 

issues as much as we do. We will realize that God is active, bringing our 
problems to a good conclusion. When we invite Christ into us, we have 

the confidence that once we have done everything we can, we can leave 
the rest in God’s hands. 

 

The risen Christ can give us power. The risen Christ can give us 
clarification, commitment, and confidence. But first, we must invite him 

in. Christ is risen. But he does us no good if we keep him in the tomb. 
So, should today not be the day that we decide to roll the stone away? 

 
Let us pray: 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, You have triumphed over the grave and You have won for 

us new life and resurrection power. Give me the eyes of faith to see You in 
Your glory. Help me to draw near to You and to grow in the knowledge of 

Your great love for me and Your great victory over sin and death. 
 

Jesus, I Trust In You 


