
April 13, 2020 – Monday of Eater Octave 

 

   
 

May the Risen Lord be the reason for us to rejoice, thanking Him for the 

greatest joke ever – the crushing of Satan by the power of the Holy Cross 
Acts 2:14, 22-33 and Mt 28:8-15 

 

1. Two Emotions Awe and great Joy: 

 
Two emotions are attributed to the women in today’s gospel reading in 

response to the message they heard from the empty tomb that Jesus who 
had been crucified has been raised from the dead. They were ‘filled with awe 

and great joy’. Easter can continue to generate a sense of awe in us today. 
The message of Easter is truly awe inspiring. God brought his Son through 

death into a new and glorious life, a life which allows him to remain with us 
all to the end of time. As risen Lord, he invites us to draw from his risen 

strength at every step of our life’s journey and when that journey comes to 

an end, he assures us that we will come to share even more fully in his risen 
life. This awe-inspiring message can continue to give us hope today, 

especially when we find ourselves in situations that we find 
threatening and disturbing, as is the case in these times.  

 
The second emotion attributed to the women is ‘joy’. Even though we might 

retain something of the women’s sense of awe before the Easter message, 
we might struggle to share their joy in these times. Many people have little 

to be happy about. Yet, there is a joy which we can experience deep within 
us, even when we have little reason to be happy in the human sense. This is 

the joy that Saint Paul says is the fruit of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is the 
Spirit of God’s love that has been poured into our hearts. It is that sense of 

being deeply loved by the Lord, even when life is extremely difficulty, that 
can leave us joyful. Perhaps we could make those words of Paul  ‘I can do 

all things through him who strengthens me’ our own in these days. As 

we repeat them to ourselves, we will find ourselves relying more on the Lord 
and less on ourselves, and that will help to keep us going. 

 

https://reflectioncapsules.com/2020/04/12/april-13-2020-monday-of-eater-octave/


2. Divine Wisdom always has the final laugh in every trial and 

tribulation! 
 

The Gospel of the Day is the account of the encounter of Jesus with the 
women, who had come to the tomb. At every stage of His Life, ie 1. At 

the desert, Satan had sought to make Jesus a fool, by tempting and luring 
Him through many temptations. (Mt 4: 1-10). 2. During His life, the Lord 

encountered many occasions, when He was subject to being in humiliating, 
mocking and testing situations. 3. In the Garden of Gethsemane, the Lord 

once again faced a trying time in battling to embrace God’s Will totally and 
completely (Lk 22: 41-44). 4. On the Cross, the soldiers and others who 

persecuted the Lord, mocked and challenged Him to come down from the 
Cross (Mk 15: 29-32), our Blessed Lord was put into situations of 

being the “butt of jokes” and the “laughingstock” and a target for 
many a trial, tribulations and mockeries.  

 

The Crucifixion was meant to be the greatest of all such “agonizing” 
mockeries!  But Divine Wisdom always finds a way out to triumph!  Divine 

Providence always regains the way to victory! This is the message of the 
Resurrection. Divine Wisdom always has the final laugh in every trial 

and tribulation! 
 

Life may bite us sharply with ensnaring temptations and evil tendencies. Life 
may make a fool of us with mounting tensions and troubles. Life may put us 

down badly with uncertainties and doubts. We may often find ourselves 
mocked. We may often, find ourselves ridiculed. But in all such situations, 

let us dare to look to our Crucified Lord who Himself underwent painful 
mocking and unfair scorning but had the final laugh, through the 

Resurrection from the dead! 
 

Yes,The Resurrection gives us every reason to rejoice, even amid 

deadly trials, pandemic, sicknesses pain and suffering. The 
Resurrection gives us every cause to be joyful, even in heavy tribulations.  

 
May the Risen Lord be the reason for us to rejoice and be joyous, thanking 

Him for the greatest joke ever – the crushing of Satan by the power of the 
Holy Cross. 

 
Let us pray: 

 
Lord Jesus, may we always live in the joy and hope of the resurrection and 

never lose sight of its truth for our lives. 
 

Jesus, I Trust In You 


