
April 17, 2020 – Friday of the Easter Octave 

 

   
 

Being aware that one’s greatest strength can also be the reason for 
one’s greatest fall, let us put to effect all our abilities for His 

Kingdom by totally depending on Him and being focused on our 
Crucified Risen Lord 

(Acts 4:1-12 and Jn 21:1-14) 

 
1. “One’s greatest strength can also be the reason for one’s 

greatest fall!” 

Every person's life consists of various strengths, talents, abilities, and 

aptitudes. These strengths and talents help a person to achieve triumphs in 
life. These abilities and aptitudes push the person to climb up higher the 

ladder of success. However, it is said that “one’s greatest strength can also 
be the reason for one’s greatest fall!” Sometimes strengths and abilities 

themselves can become the reason for great depressions in life, the gateway 

to a person to being tempted into false ways and the entrance for a person 
to abandon one’s true calling and vocation of life 

The Gospel of the Day is a strong picturization of this aspect with the person 
of Peter, the prime Apostle of Jesus, in focus. The disciples have been 

greatly disturbed and devastated by the death of their Master, Jesus. 
Perhaps, all their hopes were crashed all their aspirations had sunk. Then, 

Peter, perhaps filled with greater sorrow than others, makes an important 
statement, “I am going fishing” (Jn 21:3). So he takes another lead. this 

time, however, away from the Lord “to go fishing.” In Mt 4:19, we read that 
Peter had received the glorious vocation of following the Lord “Follow me, 

and I will make you fishers of men.” But when faced with the greatest crisis 
of his life, he sought comfort and refuge, in what was probably, humanly 

speaking, his greatest strength – fishing! All through his life, Peter was 
probably living close to the sea. Fishing was his great strength. Fishing was 

his way of life. His strength and ability of fishing had become the reason for 
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great depressions in his spiritual life, the gateway to being tempted into 

false ways, leaving the way of the Lord and the entrance for him, to 
abandon his true vocation of life of being fishers of people “One’s greatest 

strength can also be the reason for one’s greatest fall”! 

But once again, the Lord comes to the rescue. He had called Peter, for the 

first time, by the Sea of Galilee by a miraculous catch of fish (Lk 5: 1-11). 
He now again calls Peter, by the Sea of Galilee – by a miraculous catch of 

fish, calls him to renew his commitment and love for the Lord, calls him to 
go back to his vocation and give up his life for him and calls him to leave his 

“earthly strength” of fishing, and to depend totally on the Lord! 

The danger that Peter faced in his life can be a danger for us too. Our 

greatest strength can also be the reason for our greatest fall! What is the 
greatest strength of our lives? Money? Prestige? Talents? Abilities? Self-

Confidence? Sometimes we find, that the very talents and abilities, by which 
we do the works, of the Lord, may themselves, become great snares of 

temptations. We, therefore, need to be on the watch always be on guard at 

all times! Like him, we too may have our own moments of struggles, 
failures, and weaknesses. Yet – trusting in the Power of the Risen Lord – let 

us allow the Lord to fill our hearts with His Love and may we wholly trust in 
him! Let us put to effect all the abilities that the good Lord has blessed us 

with, for His Kingdom and may we always be focused on our Crucified Lord 
and be single-minded in our love for the Lord. 

2. Come and Eat – an invitation to Communion 

The invitation that the risen Lord offers to his disciples at the end of today’s 
gospel reading has a lovely warmth and simplicity to it, ‘Come and have 

breakfast’. It is the kind of invitation any one of us could make to others. 
The invitation to ‘Come and have breakfast’ or to ‘come and eat’ or to ‘come 

and have a cup of coffee’ or whatever is an invitation to communion. We are 
inviting the other or others to be in communion with us. That is what the 

Risen Lord is doing by the Sea of Galilee in today’s gospel reading. All of his 
disciples, apart from the beloved disciple, had broken communion with him, 

with the arrival of the hour of his passion and death. Peter, the leading 
disciple, had denied him three times. Yet, the Lord had not broken 

communion with his disciples. He appeared to them to call them back into 
the communion they had broken. Whenever we come to the Eucharist, the 

Lord is saying to us, ‘Come and eat’. He is calling us into communion with 

himself, even though in various ways we may have broken communion with 
him. It is very fitting that we sometimes refer to the Eucharist as Holy 

Communion. At every Eucharist, we celebrate the Lord’s communion with us, 



and we hear again the call to be in communion with him, the same call the 

disciples heard by the Sea of Galilee.  

In this time of Coronavirus Epidemic, the churches are closed and no 
Eucharistic celebration, the Risen Lord is in communion with us through our 

personal and family prayers and reading and reflecting His Words and 
building up the family relationship. The Risen Lord is in our midst in the 

family announcing, “Peace be with you” Let us experience the communion 
with Him.  

Let us pray: 
 

Lord Jesus, use the talents abilities and all you have given to me, to save 
many souls for Your Kingdom.  Lord thank you for the invitation to 

communion with you. Lead me to be in Your presence and increase the 
communion with You. 

   
Jesus, I trust in You. 

 

 

 

 

 


