
April 24, 2020 – Friday of 2nd Week of Easter 

 

   
 

Rising above the situations of panic and disturbances, and being 
calm, knowing that we have a God, who is ultimately in total and 

perfect control of every situation of turmoil.  

Acts 5:34-42 and Jn 6:1-15 

 
The feeding of the people, by the mighty deed of multiplication of the loaves, 

in the only miracle, besides the miracle of the Resurrection of Jesus, that 
finds a mention in all the four Gospels. And each of these Gospels also has 

something unique to speak of this incident: Mt 14: 13-21: mentions about 
five thousand men being fed, “without counting women and children”. Mk 6: 

31-4: mentions of making the people to be seated in “groups and clusters of 
hundreds and fifties”. Lk 9: 10-17: also mentions of five thousand men and 

being seated in clusters of fifty and also mentions Jesus, “looking up to the 

heavens”. Jn 6: 5-15: mentions of a “little boy”, who is the provider of the 
five loaves and two fish and also that “the Lord gave thanks for it”, before 

distributing it to the people. 
 

1. Finest qualities of Jesus, the Messiah. 
 

This miracle of the multiplication of the loaves, from the eyes of St. John, 
the Evangelist, fed a massive crowd. This easily was the miracle that Jesus 

performed with the greatest number of witnesses and participants. This 
miracle of the multiplication also reveals some of the finest qualities of 

Jesus, the Messiah. 
  

1.His sensitivity to the needs of the people with compassion and Love.  2.His 
ability to effect changes in the mindset and thinking pattern. The disciples 

had only question marks before them, but Jesus changed their mindset with 

a solution. 3. His perfect control in a situation of panic. Though there would 
have been panic in the minds of the disciples, Jesus impresses upon them 

the fact that He is in total charge and in complete control. 4. As the Lord and 
Creator, He knows exactly what is to be done in the moment of crisis and 
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calamity. His attitude of raising His heart in thanksgiving at every situation. 

It’s amazing to imagine that situation: Thousands and thousands of people, 
eagerly waiting, hungry and exhausted, Having just five Loaves and the two 

fish – which was scarcely able to meet the hunger of a couple of people, 
Jesus still raises His Heart in thanksgiving and gratitude. It is tremendous 

faith that allows a person to raise one's mind in gratitude, even in 
the midst of utter poverty, deep need, and barren nothingness. 

 
2. This beautiful and unique miracle of the multiplication is a 

reminder to each one of us in the context of COVID-19:  
 

Can I 1) be sensitive and responsive to the needs and desires of those 
around me? (2) see the brighter side of life, with the grace and strength 

from God, and rub the fragrance of this positivity onto others in my life? (3) 
rise above the situations of panic and disturbances, and be calm, knowing 

that we have a God, who is ultimately in total and perfect control of every 

situation of turmoil? (4) lift up my heart to the Lord, in thanksgiving, at 
every moment and situation of life, even when the chips are down or when I 

pass through the dark tunnels and the deep, despairing valleys life? (5) be 
aware of the “unwanted” talents in me, the “excess” people of the society 

and the “discarded” peripherals of the world, and seek to make the best use 
of them and collect them to be part of the mainframe scene? 

 
3. Seek and Trust what’s of God will endure in this situation – 

COVID 19 
 

The speech of Gamaliel in today's first reading is thought-provoking. The 
Jewish Sanhedrin were worried about the growing popularity of the disciples 

of Jesus. Gamaliel said, in effect, that if this new movement is not from God, 
it will disappear, like so many other movements. If it is from God, the 

Sanhedrin is powerless to destroy it. God alone endures; he is the alpha and 

omega, the beginning and the end. What is of God will also endure. The 
church has endured for over 2,000 years because it is from God. However, 

many aspects of church life have not endured because they were not of God. 
In these changing times for the church, we have to trust that what is of God 

will endure and what isn't will pass away. 
 

When we seek to be on the side of the Lord, the Lord will defend, protect, 
and strengthen us by the Power of His Faithfulness. 

 
Let us pray: 

 
Lord Jesus, in this difficult fearful situation – COVID-19, Let me always rise 

above the situations of panic and disturbances, and be calm, knowing that I 



have a God, who is ultimately in total and perfect control of every situation 

of turmoil. 
 

Jesus, I Trust In You 
 

 

 

 

 

 


