
May 4, 2020 – Monday of the 4th Week of Easter  

   

Leaning closer to the Heart of our Divine Lord, knowing that each one of us is 

precious and special to Him, and thus, becoming a good shepherd, imitating the 

Great Good Shepherd. 

(Acts 11:1-18 and Jn 10:11-18) 

 

The Gospel of the Day echoes the melody of each one of us being “valuable 
and precious”, to Jesus, the Great Good Shepherd! "I am the Good 

Shepherd," says the Lord, "I know mine and mine know Me" (Jn 10: 14). 
The illustration of Jesus as the Shepherd is certainly one of the most 

endearing, popular, and loved image in the whole of the Gospels. 
Undoubtedly, one of the most popular and loved Psalms is Psalm 23 – the 

Psalm of the Good Shepherd. 

The picture of Jesus, the Good Shepherd that immediately comes to our 

mind, is usually that of Jesus, holding a little lamb in His sturdy hands or of 
Jesus, the Shepherd trudging through the grasslands with many sheep, 

following and walking with Him, happily bouncing and frolicking. As we enjoy 

and bask in the joy of this image of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, it is apt that 
we also meditate and reflect on some dimensions of the Heart of this Divine 

Shepherd. 

1. Each sheep is extremely personal, unique, and precious to the Divine 

Shepherd's Heart. The Good Shepherd has a very large number of 
sheep in His flock. Yet each of us is uniquely important for Him. He 

loves each one! He treasures each one! 

2. The Divine Shepherd’s Heart is willing to make any sacrifice, even His 

life. Unlike a hired hand, the Divine Shepherd has a tremendous sense 
of responsibility and attached to His sheep. This makes Him to 

undergo any pain, any suffering, any sacrifice for the sake of His 
beloved sheep even to the point of laying down His life. 
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3. The Divine Shepherd’s Heart longs to bring back the ones which have 

strayed. The Divine Shepherd is aware of many sheep that are not yet 
part of His fold. He longs for them. He seeks to bring them to Him. He 

yearns to make them part of His fold… 

We are invited to deepen this our understanding of the Heart of the Divine 

Shepherd. At the same time, we are also challenged to possess Heart, 
resembling that of the Divine. Shepherd.  

1. Do I have a heart that treasures and values each person that has been 
entrusted to my care? Nurturing them, being responsible for them, 

appreciating and encouraging them. Leading them to the pastures of 
holiness and the flowing waters of grace and mercy.  

2. Do I have a heart that is willing to offer sacrifices for the ones entrusted 
to my care? Making minor adjustments to help others. Giving up certain 

comforts to reach out to the needy. Foregoing personal luxuries to become a 
light to a person in darkness. 

3. Do I have a heart that yearns to bring back the ones who have strayed 

away from the right path, those who have lost the focus in life? those who 
are staying away from the Church and Her Precious Sacraments and those 

who have addicted themselves to many vices and bad pleasures of life 

The National Leaders, State Officials, Pastors, Parents, Doctors, Nurses, etc. 

are to be good Shepherds and they are to be and have the Heart of the 
Great Shepherd.  The Great Shepherd constantly invites us all to give heed 

to His voice and if necessary, to even correct ourselves so that we can be on 
the right path. Often time, many of us, as shepherds go astray failing to 

cater to the needs of the sheep, failing to be faithful and honest to their 
vocation and failing to be available and willing to forego personal comforts. 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, May I, lean closer to the Heart of You, my Divine Lord, knowing 

that each one of us precious and special to You resting in the bosom of Your 
Presence, feeding from the Food You offer in the Holy Eucharist, attuning 

myself more to You by listening to Your Holy Word and thus, becoming a 

good shepherd, according to Your Heart, Heart of the Great Good Shepherd. 

Jesus, I Trust In You 


