
May 7, 2020 – Thursday of the 4th Week of Easter 
      

                            
 

Having personal relationship with Jesus and Being a joyful ‘Ambassador’ 

for Christ and His Kingdom 
(Acts 13:13-25 and Jn 13:16-20) 

 

1. Contrast between how Jesus related to Judas/relates to us and 
how Judas related to Jesus/how we relate to Jesus 

 

Jesus spoke the words we have just heard in this morning’s gospel reading 
immediately after he washed the feet of his disciples. He washed the feet of 

everyone present, without distinction, and that included the feet of Judas. 
He refers to Judas in the gospel reading through an appropriate verse from 

the Jewish Scriptures, ‘someone who shares my table rebels against me’. A 
more literal translation of that verse would be, ‘the one who ate my bread 

has lifted his heel against me’. In that culture, to show someone the heel of 
your foot was a sign of rejection and enmity. Jesus washed the feet of Judas 

and Judas showed Jesus the heel of his foot. The contrast between how 
Jesus related to Judas and how Judas related to Jesus could not be more 

sharply drawn. The gospel reading reminds us that the way Jesus relates us 
is not determined by how we relate to him. The Lord gave himself 

completely to all his disciples, including Judas, when he laid down his 
garments to wash their feet, and even more so when he laid down his life on 

the following day. He continues to give himself to us all, even when there is 

something of Judas in us. He loves us in the way he does to elicit our love in 
return. Even when that love is not forthcoming, he continues to give himself 

for us and to us. Saint Paul said that nothing can separate us from the love 
of Christ. Perhaps all that can separate us from that unconditional love is our 

own persistent refusal to receive it. 
 

2. Invitation to be Ambassador for Christ and His Kingdom: 
 

The Gospel of the Day presents Jesus, the “Ambassador” of His Heavenly 
Father, and who in turn, invites each of us to be His Ambassador and of His 

Kingdom in our world. Jesus says: “Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever 

https://reflectioncapsules.com/2020/05/06/may-7-2020-4th-week-of-easter/


receives the one I send, receives Me, and whoever receives Me, receives the 

One who sent Me” (Jn 13:20). 
 

Jesus, the Ambassador of His Father: 
 

Jesus came into this world to reveal the love and mercy of God. He is the 
Love made flesh and the Mercy incarnate. While on earth, Jesus sought to be 

the perfect Representative of God, His Almighty and Beloved Father. Finding 
deep communion in long hours of prayer, Jesus would emphatically give 

witness to His Father, by His mighty deeds of power, spectacular wonders of 
healing and His heart-touching words of eternal life. 

 
This mission of being the Ambassador of the Father, was however, not 

without its shares of pain for Jesus. He had the face the pain of being 
rejected by His own people. He had to bear the agony of being betrayed by 

His own chosen one. He had to face the humiliation of the worst form of 

execution known those days. Yet, none of this could deter the Lord from 
choosing to be the “Ambassador” for the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 
We, the Ambassador of Christ and His Kingdom: 

 
He today invites each one of us to be an “Ambassador” for Him and His 

Kingdom. Like an ambassador of the state or a country, perhaps we too 
have certain functions and roles as being the privileged “Ambassador for 

Christ” 
 

Diplomatic: In the sense of not being compromising, but a function that 
makes us to be convinced and passionate in preaching the message of the 

Lord and His Kingdom to others. Nothing should bring us low or falter us 
from standing firm in proclaiming His Word and standing for His Gospel 

virtues. 

 
Ceremonial: In the sense of not being show-off or parading mere 

externally, rather a duty that requires of us to make our very lives and every 
action a witness of the Love and Mercy of God. Our very words should reflect 

the goodness of the LOur very actions should radiate the gentleness and 
holiness of the Lord. Our very life should mirror the self-sacrificing and 

altruistic nature of the Lord. 
 

Administrative: In the sense of not being power-hungry or position-
seekers, rather, with a servant-like attitude, seeking the good and 

upliftment of others. As a representative of Christ, we must also feel the 
obligation within us to bring others to the faith in Jesus and make His 



message of love and holiness to spread to all. The spiritual growth of the 

other ought to become a genuine concern for me! 
 

St Paul in his Second Letter to the Corinthians echoes this call and invite of 
the Lord, to be His Ambassadors: “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, 

as though God were making His appeal through us” (2 Cor 5:18-20). We 
read in the Acts of the Apostles of St Paul along with other companions 

giving a public witness to Jesus and thus becoming His ambassador! (Acts 
13:14 ff) 

 
Let us pray: 

 
Lord Jesus, let me enter into a personal relationship with You through Prayer 

and May I be firm and joyful in being an Ambassador for You and your 
Kingdom by loving You fully through my service to Your people under my 

care in the Family, Parish and Society with perfect freedom.  

 
Jesus, I Trust in You 


