
Jun 3, 2020 – Wednesday of the 9th Week of Ordinary Time 

 

   
 

“Being more docile to the voice of the Lord, so that we may mold our 
present lives in a perfect tune to God's Will, and thus be able to 

enjoy a life of Resurrection – true happiness in eternity!"  

(2 Tim 1:1-3, 6-12 and Mk 12: 18-27) 

 
An old man and his wife, who had spent their life, in the villages, were taken to the 
railway station by their son, who had a job in the city. It was for the first time in their life 
that this old couple was seeing a train! The husband was highly at the sight of that large 
locomotive. He looked the engine over very carefully and shook his head. “Well, what 
do you think of it, father?” asked the son with eagerness. “She’ll never start,” was the 
firm answer by the disbelieving father: “she’ll never start.” However, in a few minutes, 
the conductor waved, the bell rang, the locomotive puffed, the train moved slowly at 
first, then faster. It was disappearing in the distance when the son inquired slyly: 
"Well…what do you think of it now?" The old man shook his head more violently than 
before and blurted out with greater assertion: “She’ll never stop,” he affirmed; “she’ll 
never stop!!” 
 
How often is this true of many people - Pre-Conceptions often close the mind; and one 
is unwilling to open anything new and often shut one’s understanding; and one 
becomes adamant in refusing to learn! Truth is received and understood only by the one 
who is open and willing to accept it! Truth can never be forced upon. Truth can never be 
thrust on anyone. Rather, Truth with the freedom it allows is taken in only by the one 
docile to it! 
 
The Gospel of the Day presents another group of opponents -characterized by rigidity to 
accept the truth and blocked in mentality to be docile – who try to put down and prod 
our Blessed Lord in His teachings. The Sadducees came to Jesus to put forward a 
hypothetical riddle regarding the question of the Resurrection. 
 
The Sadducees: 
 
The Sadducees were the top people in the nation, the elite group of aristocrats who 
owned a lot of land, wealth, and rank. They were the power brokers in Israel’s supreme 
court, the Sanhedrin. Even the high priests came from the families of the Sadducees. 

https://reflectioncapsules.com/2020/06/02/jun-3-2020-9th-week-of-ordinary-time/


They were selective in what they accepted from the Scriptures. They rejected all the 
historical books. They also rejected all the psalms and the other ‘writings’ like Job and 
Ecclesiastes. Not one of the books of the prophets would they accept. They were left 
with just the first five books of Moses. Moses was their person of authority. That is why 
when they come to Jesus, they characteristically begin, “Teacher, Moses wrote for 
us…” (Mk 12:19). They also rejected the resurrection of the dead.  
 
“Modern Sadducees”: 
 
We live in a world where we also encounter many of the “modern” Sadducees. People 
who live as though there is no Resurrection. People who deny giving any significance to 
life after this life. People who fail to uphold any teachings or thoughts that support life 
after death. For such “modern” Sadducees, Life consists of basically enjoying the 
pleasures of this present life to the maximum! Life is not to be drowned in "boring" piety 
and "dull" devotions with hope for the future! Perhaps, some of us may also share such 
thought-patterns of the Sadducees. Yet, the Lord addresses us, just as He did to the 
Sadducees, “Are you not misled because you do not know the Scriptures or the power 
of God?” (Mk 12: 24). The Scriptures clearly testify to the various references that are 
made to the fact of the “dead” not really being dead rather, alive in the Lord. The power 
of God clearly testifies that God as the one who created creation out of nothing also has 
the power to grant new life to those who are dead. 
 
Life after Death – Relationship in “the other world” 
 
In his response to the Sadducees, Jesus declares that there is a radical difference 
between life in this world and life in what he calls 'the other world'. In this world, we all 
die sooner or later. In the other world, Jesus says, people no longer die. Jesus does not 
spell out what life in this other world will look like. However, he does say that the 
children of the resurrection will be sons and daughters of God. In other words, our 
primary relationship will be with God rather than with each other. We will come to share 
in Jesus's own relationship with God as Son to a greater degree than is possible in this 
life. Jesus' answer does not mean that deep human relationships based on love will not 
endure. In growing closer to God, we grow closer to each other. As we are drawn into 
Jesus’ own relationship with God, we believe that our capacity to love is purified and 
perfected, and our loving relationships are brought to completion. 
 
The Gospel passage ends with the statement by Jesus, “You are greatly misled” (Mk 
12: 27b). The Lord was not afraid to clearly and bluntly tell the Sadducees that they 
were wrong and misled in their understandings. And perhaps, if we are in the category 
of being a “modern” Sadducee, the Lord uncompromisingly tells us also, “You 
are greatly misled”. We need to be open to the voice of the Lord, calling us to 
trust deeper, in the presence of a life after this life. Let not our prejudices shut our 
understanding; and we become adamant in refusing to learn! Truth is received and 
understood only by the one who is open and willing to accept it! 
 
Let us pray: 



 
Lord Jesus, may I grow to be more docile to Your Voice, so that I may mold my present 
lives in a perfect tune to God's Will, and thus be able to enjoy a life of Resurrection – 
true happiness in eternity. 
 
Jesus, I Trust In You 
 
 
 
 


