
  

June 4, 2020 – Thursday of the 9th Week of Ordinary Time 
 

   
 

Giving an affirmative answer to the fundamental question of our 
faith: ‘Do YOU love Jesus?’ as we make our journey, in the ‘train of 

life!’ 

(2 Tim 2:8-15 and Mk 12:28-34) 

 
1. Gospel 12: 28-34 

 
A heart-touching incident is told of a man who was traveling on a train. Sitting opposite 
him was a mother and a little girl. He talked to the little girl and told her stories and 
showed her his penknife – how it opened and closed. He even sang to her, and she 
loved her new companion. As the train reached the destination, the little girl looked up 
to the man and asked: “Do you love Jesus?” He didn’t understand her at first, but she 
repeated the question. The man stammered and blushed as he said good-bye to her 
and her mother, but he couldn’t forget the question; “Do you love Jesus?”. The question 
was planted by the Spirit in his heart and it put down its roots. It demanded an answer. 
Five years later he was walking through the city, when he bumped into a lady coming 
out of her house, he recognized her as the mother of the little girl. She also recognized 
him and asked him to come in.” So, he went into her house. “Do you remember that 
your daughter asked me a question as we were getting out of the train?” “How is she? 
Can I see her?” he asked. The woman looked away and tears were in her eyes. "I'm 
sorry," she said, “She is in heaven!” She took him to her room and there were her Bible, 
and her dolls, and prize books, and some toys. “That’s all that’s left of my sweet Lettie,” 
her mother said. “No,” said the man – who was shocked and dazed – quite vehemently. 
“That is not all that is left of her. I am left. I am left. I owe her my faith in God! I was an 
unbeliever when she asked me that question. I loved the world and I lived badly, but she 
asked me that question and I never could forget it, and since that time I have changed. I 
am not the man I was. I am now God’s. I can answer the question now!” What about 
us? Can we answer that question: “Do YOU love Jesus?” 
 
In today’s Gospel Jesus responded to the Scribe who asked, “Which is the greatest of 
all commandments?”(Mk 12: 28), with something immensely special: “The Lord our 
God, is Lord alone. Love the Lord your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, with 
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all your mind and with all your strength”(Mk 12:29- 30) “Love your neighbor as yourself” 
(Mk 12: 31). 
 

a. Love – total, absolute and unadulterated  
 
Note the insistence on the word “all” “all” your heart - feelings, emotions, desires, “all” 
your soul - will, choices, decisions, “all” your mind - reason, knowledge, memory and  
“all” your strength - talents, abilities, capacities. The Lord commands and demands a 
“total” and “complete” loving! He demands an “absolute” and “unadulterated” love! 
 

b. The dimension of Love:  
 
Love has the dimensions of being a tender feeling and an  
expressive emotion. But beyond that, Love is a commitment, a dedication, a decision 
and that one makes to be faithful – to a person or a duty or a situation! 1. Life 
sometimes can be quite harsh to us – making us feel totally lost out, abandoned even 
by God, and even causing us to question the presence and existence of a Just and 
Loving God. But, can we still dare to “love God”? 2. Life sometimes hits very hard at us 
– in the form of others not accepting us, others ridiculing, criticizing us and we finding 
ourselves as the subject of hatred and injustice. But, can we still dare to “love our 
neighbors”? 3. Life sometimes is very unfair to us, we feel – by not rewarding us with 
rewards, that we consider, we deserve, in answer to the hard work we put in… or by not 
allowing us to enjoy the joys of life and instead bombards us with tensions and worries. 
Can we still go out of the way and live a life “In Love and For Love”? 
 

c. Love, as Jesus defines, is not simply about feelings and emotions – but 
behavior and way of life: 

 
The first commandment is the commandment to love God with all our being, heart, soul, 
mind, and strength. We don't often think of love as a commandment. We are more likely 
to think of it as a feeling or an emotion. Yet, for Jesus and the Jewish tradition, love 
could be commanded because it was about behavior; it was a way of life. Loving God 
with all our being involved certain forms of behavior related to prayer and worship. The 
second commandment also commanded love, the love of neighbor. This love could be 
commanded because it was more than a feeling; it was a way of behaving towards the 
other which placed the well-being of the other before one’s own. Jesus implies that if we 
truly love God with all our being, we will be caught up into God’s love for all humanity. 
 
This is the ideal to which we, as Christians are called! If not for this highest ideal, our life 
as a Christian would cease to have a uniqueness! 
 

2. First Reading 2 Tim 2:8-15 
   

a. The preaching of the gospel - not depend on Paul or any of us – when we 
fail, Lord could work without him/us 

 



In today’s first reading, Paul refers to himself as 'being chained like a criminal'. Yet, he 
immediately goes on to say, 'but they cannot chain up God's news'. Paul was aware that 
the gospel had a power of its own; its impact didn't depend on whether he was free to 
preach it or not. Even if Paul was chained up and couldn't work, the Lord was at work. 
Even if Paul could not preach the gospel, the gospel was continuing to touch the hearts 
and lives of many people. Paul was aware that the preaching of the gospel didn't all 
depend on him. Even though he was the great apostle to the Gentiles and the Lord 
needed him, the Lord could work without him. The Lord is bigger than any of us. His 
gospel is more powerful than any of us. At the end of the day, we are all only servants 
of the Lord. He needs us to be his servants but if there comes a time when we cannot 
serve for whatever reason when we are 'chained' in some way, the Lord continues his 
good work without us. That doesn't mean that we just down tools. Indeed, we can work 
all the more freely, all the more generously, in the service of the Lord, when we know 
that it doesn't all depend on us. When we meet with failure of whatever kind, we know 
the Lord's good work continues. He can even turn our failures to a good purpose. As 
Paul says in that reading, 'we may be unfaithful, but he is always faithful'. Because we 
know the Lord is always faithful to us, our own moments of unfaithfulness do not leave 
us demoralized. All the Lord asks of us is that we keep striving to love him with all our 
being, all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, in the words of the gospel reading. When 
we love the Lord in this way, we will begin to love others with the Lord's own love. That 
is a goal worth seeking; it gives meaning and direction to our lives.  
 
Let us pray: 
 
Lord Jesus, let my heart be warmed by Divine Fire to love you whole-heartedly: Loving 
You with all my heart, soul, mind, and strength. Let me place Your will ahead of my 
own, seek Your will in all things and make it paramount in my life. Give me the grace to 
love my neighbor in helping, supporting, encouraging, forgiving, and praying without 
regard to color, race, gender, age wealth, social status, intelligence, education, or 
charm. 
 
Jesus, I Trust In You 


