
June 5, 2020 – Friday of the 9th Week of Ordinary Time 

 

  
 

“Growing in our passion for God’s Holy Word and being committed to 
His Kingdom, so that our lives may mightily proclaim, ‘Jesus is 

Lord!’” 

(2 Tim 3:10-17 and Mk 12:35-37) 

 
“Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ” are the famous words of exhortation of St 
Jerome, the doctor of the Church. St Jerome himself was well-versed in Scripture 
He is best known for his translation of the Bible into Latin (the translation that became 
known as the Vulgate), and his commentaries on the Scriptures. The Scriptures talk to 
us of God and His love and providence. The Scriptures tell of us people who 
experienced God’s mercy and lived in His presence. The Scriptures help us to 
experience His care… to grow in His love. Are we genuinely making efforts to grow in 
knowing and understanding the Scriptures so that we can know and understand and 
love our God, more deeply? 
 
The Gospel of the Day presents Jesus exhorting the people to have a closer look into 
the Scriptures and thereby, discovering Him more deeply! In today's first reading, Saint 
Paul says that 'all scripture is inspired by God, and can profitably be used for teaching, 
for refuting error, for guiding people's lives and teaching them to be holy'. For Paul, of 
course, 'all scripture' was what we call the Old Testament, the Jewish Scriptures. In 
Paul's time, there was no such thing as a New Testament, a collection of writings 
inspired by Jesus. If what Paul says of the Jewish Scriptures is true, we as Christians 
acknowledge that it is even more true of the Christian Scriptures, the four gospels, the 
Acts of the Apostles, the letters of Paul and other writers, the Book of Revelation. All of 
it can profitably be used for teaching, for guiding our lives and teaching us to be holy. 
We have a wonderful resource in all these Scriptures, what the Jewish and the Christian 
Scriptures, and it is Jesus who shows us how to interpret the Jewish Scriptures. 
 
Jesus puts a question to His listeners, “How do the Scribes claim that the Messiah is the 
Son of David?… David calls Him ‘Lord’; so how is He his Son?” (Mk 12: 35,37). The 
nation of Israel had King David as her greatest King. And it was through the line of 
David, that the Jews knew the future Messiah would be coming. They eagerly awaited 

https://reflectioncapsules.com/2020/06/04/jun-5-2020-9th-week-of-ordinary-time/


this ‘Son of David’. Thus was written in the Scriptures. Thus was taught from the 
Scriptures. And Jesus was aware of this aspect. However, the Lord invites and 
challenges His listeners to look at Scripture more deeply and to understand its greater 
implications. 
 
Therefore, Jesus quotes King David from Psalm 102 which presents David calling the 
Messiah as the Lord. We find Jesus interpreting this one segment of the Jewish 
Scriptures, the Psalms. He shows that understood properly, that particular psalm shows 
that Jesus is more than the Son of David; he is Lord. He has the same name that God 
has in the Jewish Scriptures, the name 'Lord'. And then He puts forward this very simple 
query… “How can the Son of David also be Lord of David”? Implied in this question was 
the powerful claim by Jesus, that He Himself was the Messiah – the Son of David and 
the Lord of David. Implied in this question was also the powerful answer to the previous 
questions that were put forward to Him by the various groups: To the query on the 
greatest commandment,  Jesus declares that He is the Lord, who is to be loved with 
one’s whole heart, and one’s whole soul and with one’s whole mind and with one’s 
whole strength. To the confrontation on the topic of Resurrection, Jesus declares that 
He is the Lord of the Resurrection and the One Who grants eternal life. To the 
interrogation on the subject of paying taxes to Caesar, Jesus declares that He is the 
Lord who is above all earthly kingdoms and to whom absolute allegiance is to be 
rendered. To the questioning of His authority, Jesus declares that He is the Lord who 
is the source of all authority and requires no one’s permission or authorization! 
 
The Jews were familiar with the Scriptures. Yet, they had seldom considered Scriptures 
in the way that Jesus was presenting to them! Jesus had cast new light on the reading 
of the Scriptures! Jesus had opened a new way of looking at the Scriptures! 
 
Our own lives can parallel the lives of these Jews, with respect to the Scriptures. How 
eager and zealous are we regarding the Word of God? How faithful and 
Committed are we to reading the Scriptures daily? to spend some time regularly 
in studying the Bible? to understand the person of Jesus and grow in Him 
through His Word? and to inculcate the light of His Wisdom and to practice it in 
our daily activities and life? 
 
We are to seek the grace of the Holy Spirit to grow in our understanding and love of the 
Lord and to live a life in Him! Maybe we could take a simple resolution of spending at 
least a few minutes, daily, without fail, in reading the Holy Bible. We need to read His 
Word. We need to learn His Word. We need to practice His Word. Ignorance of the 
Scriptures is ignorance of Christ! When we sit down to read or pray the Scriptures it 
is good to first invite the Lord, the Spirit of the Lord, to enlighten the eyes of our 
minds and hearts. 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Lord Jesus, Let me grow in my passion for Your Holy Word and be committed to Your 
Kingdom, so that my life may mightily proclaim, “YOU ARE LORD”. Lord Jesus, I 



believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of David, and the Son of God. You are my 
Lord and I willingly submit myself to your rule in my life. Be Lord and King of my life, my 
thoughts, heart, home, relationships, work, and all that I do 
 
Jesus, I Trust In You 
 

 

 
 


