
July 2, 2020 –  Thursday of the 13th Weekday of the Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

“Avoiding the ‘harboring of evil in our hearts’ and throwing all unbecoming stuff 
from our hearts; instead, enthroning the Divine Mercy of the Lord in our hearts!” 

(Amos 7:10-17 and Mt 9:1-8) 

 
“Harbor" is a place on the coast, where ships may moor in the shelter, especially one 
protected from rough water by piers, jetties, and other artificial structures. The word 
“harbor” is also used to speak about a keep a thought or feeling, (typically a negative 
one) in one’s mind, especially secretly. 
 
The Gospel of the Day is an expose by Jesus, on how a group of people “harbor” wrong 
thoughts in the mind. It is an exposition of this evil side of life that often empowers 
human hearts, and pops its head up, especially when encountered by goodness and 
holiness. 
 
The Gospel is the healing of the paralytic when Jesus comes into His own town. Seeing 
the paralytic being brought on the stretcher, and admiring their faith, Jesus had said, 
“Courage child, your sins are forgiven” (Mt 9: 2). However, some of the scribes got irked 
hearing these words and said, “This man is blaspheming”. But Jesus, who knows the 
hearts of people and reads the thoughts of all said: “Why do you think evil in your 
hearts?” (Mt 9: 4). 
 
Another translation of this verse would read: “Why do you harbor evil in your hearts?” 
The Lord exposes the evil intention of the Scribes in questioning His action of cleansing 
the paralytic. For the paralytic, it was a great moment of being cleansed from sin and 
restored to holiness and of having a very personal encounter of the Savior and receiving 
wholeness. It was a sacred time and a holy instant. But where there is the presence 
of Holiness, evil finds itself disturbed and distances itself. Evil cannot exist 
beside the Sacred. 
 
Human life often finds itself engaged and engrossed with evil things. The pull to be bad 
constantly lurks in human minds. The urge to be sinful often prowls in human hearts. 
Therefore, when the paralytic was encountering goodness and holiness, the evil side in 
the scribes popped its head up and questioned and quizzed our Blessed Lord. The 
same question that Jesus asked the scribes is now thrown to us: “Why do you think evil 
in your hearts?” or “Why do you harbor evil in your hearts?” 

Jesus heals a 
Paralyzed man 
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Am I a person who is unable to tolerate the good things happening in other people's 
lives? Am I someone who gets irked and irritated when the other person prospers in 
happiness? We sometimes adorn the walls of our hearts with much filthy stuff – 
uncharitable thoughts, indecent words and jokes, hurtful views of people, or crude 
perspectives of situations. The Lord feels hurt and sad by this our “harboring of evil in 
our hearts”. Are we ready to throw off all those unbecoming stuff from our hearts, and 
place the Divine Mercy of the Lord, enthroned in our hearts? 
 
Thanking People who bring us to the Lord: 
 
In today’s Gospel reading, the Paralytic man was completely dependent on others to 
bring him where he wanted to go. When it was heard that Jesus had arrived in the town, 
he must have expressed some desire to be brought to Jesus. Clearly, this man was not 
alone in his paralysis because people quickly gathered around him to carry him to 
Jesus. 
 
There is a striking image here of who we are all called to be as Church. When we 
experience our weakness in one form or another, we often look to others to help carry 
us. That is one of the reasons why we ask people to pray for us when we are ill and why 
people ask us to pray for them. We look to the faith of others to help carry us. In various 
ways, we are to bring each other to the Lord. We never make our way to the Lord on 
our own. The journey to the Lord is always a shared journey. We need other people of 
faith around us, if not physically, then spiritually. When the paralytic reached Jesus, the 
gospel reading says that Jesus saw 'their faith', not just the faith of the paralytic but the 
faith of those who carried him. We have much to receive from other believers on this 
journey, as well as much to give. 
 
Today’s gospel reading invites us to give thanks to God for all those who have brought 
us to the Lord in some way, perhaps teachers, priests, religious sisters or brothers, 
friends and, for most of us, parents who were the first to bring us to the Lord when 
presenting us for baptism. 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Lord Jesus, give me grace and wisdom to understand and throw off all those 
unbecoming stuff from my heart, and place the Divine Mercy of the Lord, enthroned in 
my heart. Lord Jesus, through your merciful love and forgiveness you bring healing and 
restoration to body, mind, and soul. May your healing power and love touch every area 
of my life - my innermost thoughts, feelings, attitudes, and memories. Pardon my 
offenses and transform me in the power of your Holy Spirit that I may walk confidently in 
your truth and goodness. 
 

Standing together - Trusting God  
 
Jesus, I Trust in You 


