
July 10, 2020 –  Friday of the 14th Week of Ordinary Time 
 

 
 

“May we be bold in facing humiliations, in suffering persecutions and in 
undergoing pain, for the Sake of Christ, who showed us the Way to Glory through 

the path of persecution!” 
(Hos 14:1-9 and Mt 10:16-23) 

 
The road to being a Disciple of Christ is indeed climbing a Mountain peak. There is a 
different category of mountain climbers. Which category of mountain climbers are we 
going to be? 
 

1. The Pessimists (the ones who give up easily)? 
Regretting to being a Christian and thus living a life of sin and indifference 
 

2. The Hedonists (the ones who remain passive and just enjoy)? 
Resigning to the fact that somehow, I need to be a Christian, due to societal pressures, 
and thus live in casualness, negligence, and lethargy.  
Or… 

3. The Enthusiasts (the ones who seek to conquer the mountains)? 
Real Christians who keep their eyes fixed on the Crucified Savior and never give up, 
marching forward towards the goal of salvation! 
 
The Gospel of the Day is a presentation of the challenges that are to be encountered by 
every follower of Christ:  the one who wishes to walk with Jesus on the way of the Cross 
 and the one who wishes to scale the mountain of holiness and sanctity. 
 
When we read through the Gospels, we observe that our Lord Jesus and His teachings 
remained unfazed, amid glamour and sensations. They are simple and yet deeply 
challenging and radical. The Lord does not offer a Comfortable Carpet of Roses to 
stroll. He presents a Challenging Pathway of Thorns to tread. “Everyone will hate 
you, because of ME!” (Mt 10:22a). These are the fierce & fervent words of the Lord. 
 
Yes, the Master, Himself was persecuted and hated. He was the Epitome of Love and 
yet He was badly hated, persecuted, and tortured. What had He ever done to be hated? 
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Being Meek and Humble of Heart and touching lives with Healing and Forgiveness…? 
Being a Gospel of Love to all even to the Enemies…? Being a Symbol of Pardon and 
Forgiveness even to those who persecuted and killed Him…? Being an Emblem of 
Truth amid diluted ideologies & hypocritical ritualism…? Being an Ornament of Joy and 
Hope to the broken-hearted, the sinful, and the rejected…? Did he deserve to be hated? 
Yet, He was. 
 
He was hated, mocked at, rejected finally even arrested, scourged, and killed. And this 
our Blessed Master says…Even You too. Even you too, My Followers, will be hated 
and will be persecuted. The path ahead sounds dangerous, right? The mountain 
climbing seems to be not as easy as thought, right? But relax. The road does not 
end with persecutions. The verse of Jesus does not end in calamity. He goes on to say: 
“… but whoever endures to the end will be saved!” (Mt 10: 22b) Yes, That’s great 
good news. 
 
The Way of Jesus is surely laden with persecutions, but it is also filled with much joy, 
satisfaction, true peace and finally rewarded with Eternal Life. We only need to 
persevere till the end. The Mountain Peak of Salvation is High but the Lord beckons to 
each one of us! He also reminds us through Prophet Hosea, “Return to Your God 
Yahweh, O Israel!” (Hos 14:2). 
 
There are several regimes in today's world that will not tolerate a vibrant church that 
witnesses to the vision that Jesus had for human living. Even in our own tolerant, 
pluralist, society, those of us who believe in all that Jesus said and did and who try to 
give expression to that belief in our way of life can find ourselves somewhat isolated 
and, even, barely tolerated at times. There will always be some tension between the 
values of the gospel and the values of the culture in which we try to live the gospel. We 
have become much more aware of that tension in Ireland in recent decades. This 
gospel reading continues to speak to us today. In the words of that reading, Jesus calls 
on us to stand firm to the end. In other words, we are to be courageous in the living of 
our faith in him. The less supportive the culture is of our faith and the way of life it 
inspires, the more courageous we need to be. In the gospel reading, Jesus assures 
his disciples that in the difficult days to come, the Holy Spirit, what Jesus calls ‘the 
Spirit of your Father’, will be available to them. That same Holy Spirit remains our 
resource today. It is above all when our faith is put to the test by the culture, we inhabit 
that we need to make our own that lovely prayer in today’s responsorial psalm, ‘Do not 
cast me away from your presence, nor deprive me of your holy spirit’. 
 
Let us give heed to the words of St Benedict: “Prefer nothing whatever to Christ and he 
will bring us all together to everlasting life” 
 
May we be bold in facing humiliations, in suffering persecutions, in undergoing pain all 
for the Sake of Christ, who showed us the Way to Glory through the Path of 
Persecution! Let’s keep on moving. let’s keep climbing. let’s keep the Faith. 
 
Let us pray: 



 
Lord Jesus, help me to patiently and joyfully accept the hardships, adversities, and 
persecution which come my way in serving you and your kingdom of love, truth, and 
goodness. Strengthen my faith and give me courage that I may not shrink back from 
doing your will. 
 
Jesus, I Trust In You 
 


