
July 23, 2020 – Thursday of the 16th Weekday in Ordinary Time 
 

 
 

“May the Word of the Lord – and in particular, the Parables_ – turn out to be a 
powerful form of Mass Media, effecting transforming changes in us!” 

(Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13 and Mt 13:10-17) 

 
They look but do not see and hear but do not listen or understand. 

 
In the gospel reading, Jesus speaks of looking without seeing and of hearing without 
listening. Jesus was speaking about those who look at himself without seeing him and 
who listen to what he says without hearing him. When it comes to Jesus there is a lot to 
be seen and a lot to be heard. Jesus is worth more than a cursory look and a half-
engaged listen. The more carefully we look at Jesus the more we will see, and the 
more attentively we listen to him, the more we will hear. That is what Jesus means in 
the gospel reading when he says, ‘for anyone who has will be given more, and he will 
have more than enough’. The more we attend to the Lord, the more we will receive and 
the more blessed we will be. As Jesus declares at the end of the reading, ‘Happy are 
your eyes because they see, your ears because they hear’. Jesus is alive among us as 
risen Lord; he is there to be seen and to be heard by us all. We hear and see him in a 
special sense whenever we gather to celebrate the Eucharist. Yet, the Lord is to be 
seen and heard in many other ways as well. He is visible and audible to us in and 
through each other, especially in and through those who are most vulnerable. We pray 
for eyes to see and ears to hear his presence among us. 
 

Parables – Dynamic/effective communication: 
 
The Gospel of the Day presents the dynamics of Jesus using “parables” as an 
effective method of communication of the message of the Kingdom of God. The 
passage begins with an inquiry by the Disciples: “The disciples approached Jesus 
and said, “Why do you speak to them in parables?” (Mt 13:10). The Thirteenth 
chapter of the Gospel of St Matthew is the “Sermon in Parables”. Jesus was a master 
storyteller. He presented the mighty mysteries of the Kingdom in plain parables. 
 
The parables, however, had two contrasting aspects to it.  

 
1. On one side, they were simple and revealed many things. The parables of the 

Lord were based on everyday experiences of the people and local practices, 

https://reflectioncapsules.com/2020/07/22/july-23-2020-16th-week-of-ordinary-time/


customs, and culture. This contextualization helped the people to easily connect 
with the message that Jesus wanted to convey. 
 

2. On the other side, they were complicated and concealed many dimensions 
The parables of the Lord would neatly conceal many of the complicated 
dimensions of the mysteries of the Kingdom. This concealing caused many 
people to misunderstand, misinterpret Jesus as well as the message that He 
wanted to convey. 
 

This dual aspect in the “parables” of Jesus had a dual effect:  
 

1. To many, it generated interest, a sense of wonder, and made way for deeper 
reflection and personal transformation. 
  

2. Yet,  to many others, it failed to make any impact or even made them to close 
their hearts in receiving the truth of the Lord. 

 
The Parables of Jesus, therefore, also sparked two types of hearers: Supporters and 
opponents/Skeptics.  
 

1. Those who heard and understood the parables, and had their life transformed 
– growing closer to the Lord and becoming effective missionaries of the Kingdom.  

 
2. Opponents and Skeptics: Those who heard, but with minds were closed to the 

message of the Parables, and had their hearts hardened – distancing themselves from 
the Lord and turning to be adversaries of the Kingdom. 
 
The Word of the Lord – especially through the Parables – are delivered to each one of 
us too. What effect do they have, on our lives? Do I remain open to its message and 
thus grow to be a supporter of the Kingdom and Believer in the Lord? or do I close my 
heart to its truths and thus reduce myself to be an opponent to the Lord and a skeptic of 
the Kingdom of God? 
 
Jesus used the “parables” as an effective method of communication of the message of 
the Kingdom of God to share the message of God’s love, to spread the news of the 
Kingdom, and to reach out to the compassion of the Lord. Do I find a sense of 
identification with the message of the Parables or do I remain closed and hard-
hearted? May the Gospel – and in particular, the Parables – turn out to be a 
powerful form of Mass Media, effecting transforming changes in us. 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Holy Spirit, be my teacher and guide. Open my ears to hear God's word and open my 
eyes to understand God's action in my life. May my heart never grow dull and may my 
ears never tire of listening to the voice of Christ.                 Jesus, I Trust In You 
 


