
Daily Saints - 13 July. 
Feast of Blessed Carlos Manuel Cecilio Rodriguez Santiago, Puerto Rico's first 

Blessed. 

 
Carlos was born on 22 November 1918 at Caguas, 
Puerto Rico. Second of five children born to Manuel 
Baudilio Rodriguez and Herminia Santiago; theirs was 
a pious family as one of his sisters is a Carmelite nun, 
one brother a Benedictine monk, the first Puerto 
Rican to be an abbot. When Carlos was six years old, 
the family store and home were burned to the ground, 
and the Rodriguezes moved in with his mother's 
family. Carlos spent time with his pious maternal 
grandmother Alexjandrina Esteras who was a 
significant influence on him. At age 9, Carlos wrestled 
a rabid dog that had snatched up his 1-year-old 

cousin; Carlos was badly wounded in the fight, but his cousin survived to live a long 
life. Carlos suffered from ulcerative colitis from age 13, which interrupted a brilliant 
scholarly career; he completed high school, but it was several years before he could 
move on to college. 
 
Carlos never passed up a chance to serve as an altar boy. Carlos won a medal in 
religion, but his desire to serve God as a priest was undermined by ill health. He 
worked as an office clerk until 1946 and tried to attend the University of Puerto Rico, 
but his health prevented it. He was unable to complete college, but educated himself 
in all subjects, including music, and learned to play sacred music on the piano and 
organ. 
 
As a young adult, Carlos published magazines to help people better understand the 
liturgy and the seasons of the Church year. He translated articles about the liturgy 
from Latin or English into Spanish. He taught religious education classes to high 
school students and organized discussion groups throughout his country. It is said 
that the most important work he did was to translate all the rituals of the Church into 
Spanish, often using his own money to do so. Even though the translations were not 
prayed at celebrations during Carlos’ lifetime, he used them to teach young people 
and adults the meaning of the words we pray. 
 
Carlos Manuel (Charlie), was a layman who wholeheartedly served his church as a 
catechist and choir manager, but, above all, he was a tireless pioneer and patron of 
the liturgical movement in Puerto Rico. Carlos spent his life doing Christ's work with 
joy. He did not care about possessions or money. As a matter of fact, he only owned 
one pair of shoes as an adult. 
 
His health declined further; he suffered from rectal cancer and the misery of 
aggressive surgery in 1963. At one point in this misery, he felt himself abandoned by 
God, but soon rediscovered his faith and enthusiasm, and was an example to all of 
the joy in the midst of suffering. He died on 13 July 1963 of cancer at Caguas, 
Puerto Rico when he was only 44 years old. 
 



"We need Catholics who are alert to the present moment...modern Catholics who 
know how to nourish themselves in the past but whose eyes are fixed on the future." 
 

 
 


