
Daily Saints - 22 July 
Feast of St. Mary Magdalene 

 

 
 

She is the patron saint of apothecaries, druggists, pharmacists, contemplative life, 
contemplatives, converts, glove makers, hairdressers, hairstylists, penitent sinners, 
penitent women, people ridiculed for their piety, perfumeries, perfumers, reformed 
prostitutes, tanners, women and against sexual temptation. 
 
The feast of St. Mary Magdalene is considered one of the most mystical of feasts, 
and it is said that of all the songs of the saints, that of Mary Magdalene is the 
sweetest and strongest because her love was so great. That love was praised by 
Jesus Himself who said that because much was forgiven her, she loved much. 
Tradition often identifies Mary Magdalene either with the sinful woman who anointed 
Christ's feet in Luke 7:36-50 or with Mary of Bethany, the sister of Lazarus and 
Martha mentioned in Luke 10:38-42 and John 11-12. By the sixth century A.D., 
figures such as Gregory the Great had begun to advance the notion that these two 
women mentioned in Scripture were one and the same person: Mary Magdalene, 
who hailed from Bethany and who had become a disciple of Jesus after leading a 
notoriously sinful life. This tradition explains why Mary Magdalene was revered for 
centuries as the "model penitent." 
 
She was from Magadala, a small fishing town on the Sea of Galilee, between 
Capernaum and Tiberias. Scripture introduces her as a woman "who had been 
healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary called Magdalene, from whom seven 
demons had gone out" (Lk. 8:2). Some scholars identify Mary Magdalene with the 
sinful woman who anointed the feet of Christ with oil in the house of Simon the 
Pharisee (Lk. 7:36-50). Others associate her with Mary, the sister of Martha and 
Lazarus (Lk. 10:38-42, Jn. 11). Some belief the three figures to be one person, while 
others believe them to be three distinct individuals. What the Scriptures make certain 
about Mary Magdalene is that she was a follower of Christ, who accompanied and 
ministered to him (Lk. 8:2-3). The Gospels record her as being one of the women 
present at Christ's crucifixion. 
 
In addition, she was the first recorded witness of the Resurrection. The Gospels all 
describe Mary Magdalene going to the tomb on Easter morning. When she saw that 
the tomb was empty, she stood outside, weeping. Jesus appeared to her and asked 
her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?" (Jn. 20:15) She 
did not recognize him, however, and though he was the gardener until he said her 



name, “Mary!” (Jn. 20:16) Upon hearing this, Mary recognized him. She returned to 
the grieving disciples to announce to them the message of the Resurrection. 
There are also arguments about her life after the Crucifixion. The Greek Church 
maintains that she retired to Ephesus with the Blessed Virgin Mary and lived there 
for the rest of her life. A French tradition says that Mary, Lazarus, and some 
companions came to Marseilles, France, evangelized and converted the whole 
Provence region, and then retired to live 30 years as a penitent hermitess at La 
Sainte-Baume. 
 
She is known as the "Apostle to the Apostles." "Precisely since she was an 
eyewitness to the Risen Christ, she was also the first to testify before the apostles. 
She fulfills the mandate the Risen Christ gives her: 'go to my brothers and say to 
them … Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the 
Lord"—and that he had said these things to her'. In this way, she becomes, as is 
already known, an evangelist, or rather a messenger who announces the good news 
of the resurrection of the Lord. 
 
According to Pope Francis, "Mary Magdalene is an apostle of hope". 
 
 “The story of Mary of Magdala reminds us all of a fundamental truth,” Pope Benedict 
said. “A disciple of Christ is one who, in the experience of human weakness, has had 
the humility to ask for his help, has been healed by him and has set out following 
closely after him, becoming a witness of the power of his merciful love that is 
stronger than sin and death.” - Pope Benedict XVI 
 

 


