
August 28, 2020 – Friday of the 21st Weekday in Ordinary Time 
 

    

 
 

“Not postponing our cooperation for salvation to the eleventh hour; instead, 
always keeping ready ‘our lamps’ to shine bright for the Lord with the ‘oil of 

gladness and love!’” 
(1 Cor 1:17-25 and Mt 25:1-13) 

 
The entrance of a particular church once had a large banner that had large, bold letters 
printed on it. The words in this banner read thus: Those people who expect salvation at 
the eleventh hour often die at 10:30. Postponement in spiritual matters is indeed a 
perilous matter. Procrastination – the tendency to postpone/delay – is an inclination that 
is to be avoided in our spiritual journey. Life often takes us through paralyzing and 
crippling situations. And this may cause us to often “delay or postpone.” 
 
But the Gospel of the Day is a powerful reminder of how we ought to not postpone 
rather be “proactive” in our spiritual life. The Gospel presents the Parable of the Ten 
Virgins, with a strong warning to “make use of every opportunity that life offers” and “to 
be ever-prepared” in receiving the coming of the Lord.  
 
The parable of the Ten Virgins has its setting in a Jewish Wedding. In the time of our 
Blessed Lord, the wedding was probably one of the greatest events in a typical 
Palestinian village or an Israeli town. This was a time of great social celebration! 
All got together friends, relatives, villagers. It was a time of great festivity, abounding 
happiness, and overflowing celebrations. 
 
The Wedding set-up that is mentioned in today's Gospel is the climax of the wedding 
festivity where the bridegroom goes to get his bride. This was done in a grand 
procession through the village so that all in the village could be part of this festivity. The 
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Ten Virgins (or bridesmaids) who are mentioned in the Gospel Passage, had the role of 
performing one of the acts of entertainment. They would have to perform a wedding 
dance – “torch dance” around the bride and the groom, holding torches. It would 
symbolize the light of their love, wishing them a luminous future. Then the wedding 
party would go into the house, and the celebration would last for seven long days. 
 
In the parable, it is mentioned that “since the bridegroom was delayed, they all became 
drowsy and fell asleep” (Mt 25: 5). It was only when the call that the Bridegroom had 
arrived was given, that Five of the Virgins realized, that “they brought no oil with them” 
(Mt 25: 3). It's so ironic that the wedding which was such a well-prepared and long-
awaited event had these five virgins who were so unprepared and so unequipped for 
the grand moment. 
 
The story of these five virgins who were unprepared (whom our Blessed Lord calls as 
‘foolish”) could well be our own stories too How often are we too unprepared and 
unequipped missing out on opportunities. The Lord gives ample opportunities to get 
back our life on track, through various Biblical inspirations, talks, retreats, literature, etc. 
There are so many occasions that are provided for us to grow in our virtues, to learn 
deeper the mysteries of heaven, and to illumine ourselves with holy knowledge. We also 
get so many chances to build our relationship with one another, to grow in appreciation 
and praise of others, and to discover and nurture the goodness in others. Do we make 
good use of all such opportunities or do we squander them away? 
 
Every day of our lives the Lord is here, and every day we are invited to go out and meet 
him. We are called each day of our lives to welcome the Lord's coming to us, even 
when his coming is late and unexpected, even though he may come to us in ways that 
seem strange or foolish from a human point of view. As Paul says in today's first 
reading, God's wisdom is often experienced as foolishness to humans. We are to 
welcome the Lord each day with our lamps burning, with the flame of faith and the fire of 
love alive in our hearts. The Lord's coming to us each day is assured and he looks to us 
for a faithful and reliable response to his coming. The Lord is here for us, and he asks 
us to be there for him, like the wise bridesmaids. Like them, we need to be there for him 
for the long haul. Even when the Lord seems absent, we need to keep the flame of our 
faith and the fire of our love brightly burning. We can be tempted to give up on the Lord, 
like the foolish bridesmaids, perhaps thinking he has given upon us. The Lord never 
gives up on us; he is faithful to us, to the end, and he looks for the same faithfulness in 
us. 
 
Today we celebrate the Feast of St Augustine, the great Doctor of the Church. 
It can happen that many of us may enter into a mode of “delaying God’s power” and 
“denying God’s Grace” just as Augustine in his early days who would say, “Give me 
chastity and continence, but not yet!” But his life is also a reminder, that if we allow 
God’s power to work in us – in openness to the Spirit of God – He can mold us and 
shape us, into His mighty and powerful instruments. 
 



May this Great Doctor of the Church, who said: “What does love look like? It has the 
hands to help others. It has the feet to hasten to the poor and needy. It has eyes to see 
misery and want. It has the ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of men. 
 
That is what love looks like.”,  intercede for us, to make use of every opportunity to grow 
in God's Love, and to be truly prepared to welcome the coming of the Lord. Let’s not 
postpone our cooperation for salvation to the eleventh hour,  instead, may we always 
keep ready “our lamps” to shine bright for the Lord with the “oil of gladness and love!” 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Lord Jesus, let me become wise enough to remain ever prepared. Let me be sure that 
my lamps are ready for the end of my life. Let the Spiritual readiness, preparation and 
growth come as a result of intentional habits built into my life such as taking time for 
prayer, being alone with God, reading God’s Word, leading a Sacramental life, 
cooperating with God’s grace by offering acts of loving service to others, practicing 
moral faithfulness, and living always in loving obedience to You.  
 
Jesus, I Trust In You 


