
September 25, 2020 – Friday of the 25th Week in Ordinary Time 
 

 
 

Let us revive and reinvigorate our prayer lives and  turn towards the Lord and 
walk, with joy, looking to Him, and radiating his Love and “experience and 

proclaim” Jesus – “Messiah of God” - “The Son of God” 
Eccl 3:1-11 Lk 9:18-22 

 
There is an interesting incident that is reported from the land of Africa. When the early 
Africans converted to Christianity, they were extremely earnest and regular, especially 
in their personal devotions. Each one of them would choose a separate spot in the 
midst of a thicket. In that personal spot, the person would pour out one's heart to God. It 
was a moment of deepening one's relationship with the Lord. It was a place of 
personally strengthening one’s bond with the Savior. As time passed by, these spots 
would become well-worn out. The paths had been smoothed. As a result, if any of the 
converts failed to be regular in personal prayer, it was easily noticeable and clearly 
evident to the others. Therefore, they would gently remind the one who was negligent, 
“Brother/Sister, the grass is growing on your path.” “The grass is growing on your path” 
– became a reminder for the one who was slipping down the path of devotion and 
prayer, to revive one’s spiritual fervor and zeal. “Is there grass growing on our 
paths?” is a question that we need to constantly ask ourselves and execute the 
necessary steps in order to reinforce or to strengthen our personal prayer lives. 
 
The Gospel of the Day presents before us with St Luke’s version of the familiar 
passage, of Jesus asking His disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” and “Who do 
you say that I am?”… beginning with “Jesus praying in solitude…” (Lk 9:18). 
 
The Gospel of Luke is also known as the Gospel of Prayer. He highlights the aspect of 
Jesus spending time in prayer. 
  

 At the time of His Baptism, Jesus prays (Lk 3:21).  
 At the time after a ministry of healing, Jesus goes to pray (Lk 5:16).  
 At the choosing of the Twelve, Jesus spends the night in prayer (Lk 6:12)  
 At the time of the Transfiguration on the mountain, Jesus was praying (Lk 9:28) 
 At the request of His disciples, Jesus teaches them the ideal and the model 

prayer (Lk 11:1)  
 At the garden of Gethsemane, before being led to His passion and sufferings, 

Jesus prayed (Lk 22:41)  
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 At the final breath, in the agony and pain of His imminent death on the Cross, 
Jesus makes a prayer (Lk 23:46) 

 
The ‘Praying Master’ through the ‘Gospel of Prayer’ exhorts us to some crucial and 
practical aspects of our life:  
 

 Do I spend special time in prayer before important and critical times and 
decisions of our life?  

 Do I enjoy spending time in prayer and seeking to grow in my relationship with 
God, our Father?  

 Do I cling to God in intense and deep prayer in our time of suffering and pains? 
 Do I make prayer a way of life and rhythmic with every moment of my day? 

 
It is only when we build a strong rock-solid foundation of prayer that we can be bold in 
witnessing our faith. The world may have varied responses to the question, “Who do 
people say that I am?”. Many saw only the zeal and fiery exhortations on repentance 
and identified Him with John the Baptist. Many saw only His mighty acts and deeds and 
considered Him as Elijah. Many saw only His authoritative power in preaching and 
considered Him a Prophet. But they failed to see Jesus truly as the One He really was – 
The SON OF GOD. 
 
It is only when we are in prayer that we can know the Lord more and deeper. The 
understanding of the Real Jesus can be experienced only through our moments of 
prayer. How is our life of prayer? Personal, In the Family/Community. 
 
Personally, we must make it a point to spend at least some time, daily, in prayer. As a 
family/community also, we must make a priority, daily, to come together in the presence 
of the Lord. Personally, we will have a lot of activities and feelings to keep us away; but 
we must still be faithful to our time of prayer. As a family/community also, there would 
come many things to give us excuses; but we must still be insistent on having our time 
of prayer together. 
 
The words of St Padre Pio of Pietrelcina inspire us: “Prayer is the best weapon we 
possess. It is the key that opens the heart of God.” “Let us glance at the Divine Master 
who prayed in the Garden and we will discover the true ladder which unites the earth to 
Heaven. We will discover that humility, contrition, and prayer make the distance 
between man and God disappear, and act in such a way that God descends to man, 
and man ascends to God so that they end up understanding, loving, and possessing 
one another."  
 
Yes, the Lord encounters each one of us today personally and puts forward the same 
question, “Who do YOU say that I am?” 
 
Let us make efforts to reserve and preserve, at least a few minutes, in personal prayer, 
to grow in our union with the Lord. It is only these precious moments of prayer that will 
help us to deepen our conviction to say that Jesus is the “Messiah of God” (Lk 9: 20) 



that will take us through, with our Crucified Lord (Lk 9: 22), in our moments of struggles 
and hardships. 
 
“Is there grass growing on our paths…?” the grass of laziness and lethargy, the grass of 
disinterest and indifference, and the grass of meaninglessness and hopelessness. Then 
we need to make smooth these paths  by reviving and reinvigorating our prayer lives 
and  turn towards the Lord and walk, with joy, looking to Him, and radiating his Love and 
experience and proclaim Jesus – “Messiah of God” - “The Son of God” 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Lord Jesus, to follow You I must embark on a personal discovery of who you are 
through my Prayer life. May I not keep you at arm’s length by putting a protective shield 
around myself but help me rather to daily embrace You on the path of discipleship. Let 
myself hear this question “who do you say that I am?” and give me the grace, wisdom, 
and understanding to know You better so that I accept You lovingly as the Messiah of 
God for me. 
 
Jesus, I Trust In You 
 
 
 


