
September 27, 2020 – 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 
 

It is not only good news “proclaimed” but good news “practiced“ that will help us 
to grow in “living relationship with God and win others to the glorious freedom of 

forgiveness of sins 
Ez 18:25-28 Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5 Mt 21:28-32 

 
In a certain village, a Parishioner, a Catholic for many years, was having a conversation 
with his Parish Priest. He said: “Father, if I had fifty acres of land, I would have gladly 
donated half of it, twenty-five acres, to the Lord and His church” The Priest replied: “Ah! 
That’s so nice and generous of you. And what if you had only 20 acres?”. The man 
replied: “Oh! Yes, I would have given 10 of it!” “And”, continued the Priest, “what if you 
had only 10 acres?” Will you spare five for the Lord?” “Sure, I would”, said the man. 
Finally, the Priest said, “And what if you had only two acres? Would you give one to the 
Lord?” “Oh!”, snapped the man, “Now don’t ask me that! You know that I have only two 
acres!” Well that’s how it is often in our lives as well, isn’t it? 
 
We promise many big things to the Lord but when it comes to “actually doing something 
for the Lord”, we tend to back out. Are we just preachers? or can we also be people who 
practice? 
 

 Life judges us, on the basis of how well does our preaching and practicing co-
ordinate & complement each other.  

 Life presents different moments when there seems to be a dichotomy between 
one’s words and deeds.  

 Life challenges us to bridge the gap between the two essentials of life – one’s 
talking and one’s walking the talk! 
  

The Gospel of the Day presents to us an interesting parable of two Sons who are asked 
to work by their Father. Last Sunday, we reflected on the Parable of the Workers in the 
Vineyard (Mt 20: 1-16). We discovered how the landowner – God, proved Himself to be 
a mighty Volcano of Generosity and Kindness. 
  
This Sunday, we are back to the vineyard and the Father invites two of his sons to work 
in the vineyard. One says “yes” but “does not”. The other says “No” but “Does”. One 
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preaches but does not practice. The other does not preach but practices. One consents 
initially but refuses finally. The other refuses initially but consents finally. 
 
This movement from "no" to "yes" is a fundamental Christian pattern that is routinely 
present in the Scriptures. Peter denies Jesus but later repents. Thomas refuses to 
accept Jesus' resurrection but then becomes a believer.  Paul persecutes the early 
followers of Jesus, but then converts and becomes one of the great apostles of the 
church.  In later generations, this same movement continues. Augustine lived his early 
life in debauchery, but then became one of the great spiritual teachers of our history.  
Francis of Assisi began his life in privilege and self-indulgence but then changed to live 
a life of simplicity and service. 
  
How often does this situation arise in our own lives and situations too? We pledge 
ourselves at trendy events, for the cause of the poor but we fail to help. Many others 
remain quite unnoticed but become forerunners for the cause of the poor. We make a 
big show and be popular as a helpful person but we fail in some genuine needs. 
Many others remain quite unnoticed but are present with their full force to render help. 
We make many resolutions on new year days or birthdays but fail to materialize them. 
Many others remain quite unnoticed but are able to make many amendments and 
changes.  We make many promises to the Lord during feast days or novena times but 
fail to live up. Many others remain quite unnoticed but render much love to the Lord 
through the year. 
 
We all experience this “I will do” but “I did not do” experiences in life. 
 
On the personal Faith Level, this trend is seen more distinctly and vividly. People claim 
themselves to be Catholics but appear in church only on grand feast days. People 
appreciate the Catholic teaching but support moral laws and practice morality which 
goes directly against. People assert having dedicated their lives to God but fail to find 
time for God and prayer. People declare loving God above all but fail to reject pleasures 
which hurts and pains Him. People profess and make vows to God but neglect to even 
try to keep up those promises! 
  
Like the second son, who said Yes very often, we too become people who nod our 
heads in consent for anything and everything but fail to live up to that YES. The Lord 
says in Mt 7:21, "Not all who say, Lord, Lord, will enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but he 
does the Will of My Father". Therefore, the proposition is clear:  

 It is not pompous words that will grant life but carrying out the Will of the Father. 
 It is not fancy talk that will confer true happiness but practicing the Will of the 

Father.  
 It is not the flowery language that will accord blessings but fulfilling the Will of the 

Father. How are we to observe the Will of the Father? 
 

St. Paul (in the second reading of today’s Liturgy) explains how we should set about 
trying to do the Father’s will: “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” 
(Phil 2:5). 



 Like Christ, when we dare to be merciful and compassionate  
 Like Christ, when we prioritize other’s interests over selfish ones  
 Like Christ, when we empty ourselves and become obedient,  we can do the 

Father’s Will! 
  

It is not only good news “proclaimed” but good news “practiced" that will win others to 
the glorious freedom of forgiveness of sins. 
 
As we thank the Lord for the gift of all the blessings in the month of September, let us 
offer the new month of October into His Safe and Caring Hands especially seeking the 
help of our Blessed Mother Mary by praying the Rosary daily, in this Month of the 
  
Yes, let us examine and if needed, amend our lives: 
 Are we the one who only preaches? or can we also be the one who practices? 
 
The Parable – Faith - Living Relationship with God – Spiritual Life 
 
Our faith is a relationship, a living relationship with God. Therefore, that relationship is  
either growing or it is diminishing. It is increasing in strength or it is fading. Now it’s 
possible to see the parable in today’s gospel in this light.  
 
The two sons in the gospel stand for the two directions of the spiritual life: one moving 
closer to God’s will, the other moving away from it. The first son starts poorly. He 
refuses to do what the father asks. But in time he comes around and does the father’s 
will. The other son begins well. He says that he will do what is asked. But he does not 
follow through and ends in failure. 
 
Each one of us, at every moment of our life, is following the direction of one son or the 
other. We are either becoming more the person that God wants us to be, or we are 
moving away from that goal. There is a principle in the spiritual life which states, “Unless 
you are moving forward, you are falling backward.” It is impossible simply to maintain 
our faith. We just cannot hold on to it as it is today. Our relationship with God is either 
growing or it is falling backward. 
 
Now, of course, all of us in our life have times when our faith falls backward when we 
fail when we doubt when we struggle in our relationship with God. But with God's grace, 
we can recover from such failures. We can get back on the right track. The big danger, 
however, is not in failing. The big danger is contentment, to think that we can simply 
hold on to the grace we have. We cannot presume that, because we have been blessed 
in the past, we can slip our spiritual life into neutral and simply cruise along. There is no 
cruising. Unless we are growing, we are falling backward. 
 
Therefore, faithful disciples always make the choice to open their hearts to grace today. 
The things that I learned about God in grade school are ancient history. I need to 
deepen my understanding of God’s love for me now. 
 



Unless we are growing, we are slipping back. What you do not use, you lose. There are 
not three sons. There is not a son who just stands still. There are only two sons, and 
each one of them is moving: one closer to God’s will and one away from it. We are 
always following one son or the other. So, the wise person chooses to increase the 
momentum of growth. The faithful disciple chooses to be thankful, to serve, to deepen 
the understanding of God’s love today. Now is the time to act. Now is the day to build 
our relationship with God. 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Lord, You continually invite me to the fullness of life. Let my words and actions be in  
agreement. By your grace, May I profess my Faith not only in Sunday words but also in 
the time I give to working for the reign of God. I pray that through Sacred Space my faith 
in you may grow ever deeper and that it may be expressed by my desire to serve 
others. 
 
Jesus, I Trust In You 
 
  
 
 


