
Daily Saints - 10 September 
 

  
 

Feast of Saint Nicholas of Tolentino 
 

Born 1245 

Sant'Angelo in Pontano, Italy 

Died September 10, 1305 

Tolentino, Italy 

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church 

Canonized June 5, 1446, Vatican by Pope Eugene IV 

Major shrine Basilica di San Nicola a Tolentino Tolentino, 

Italy 

Feast September 10 

Attributes  Augustinian holding a bird on a plate in the right 

hand and a crucifix on the other hand; holding a 

basket of bread, giving bread to a sick person; 

holding a lily or a crucifix garlanded with lilies; 

with a star above him or on his breast 

 

He is the patron saint of souls in Purgatory, animals, babies (reported to have raised 
more than 100 children from the dead), boatmen, mariners, sailors, watermen, dying 
people, sick animals, and against epidemic disease and against fires. 
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Nicholas Gurutti was born in 1245 in Sant'Angelo, Pontano, Macerata, Italy. His family 
was rather poor. His middle-aged parents, Compagnonus de Guarutti and Amata de 
Guidiani were childless until a prayerful visit to a shrine of Saint Nicholas of Myra at 
Bari, Italy. In gratitude, the couple named their son Nicholas. Already at seven he would 
hide away in a nearby cave and pray there like the hermits whom he had observed in 
the mountains. 
 
As a young man, but already endowed with a canon's stall, he was one day greatly 
affected by a sermon preached by a Hermit of St. Augustine and decided to enter this 
newly founded Order. Nicholas became an Augustinian friar at age 18, and a student 
with Blessed Angelus de Scarpetti. He was a monk at Recanati and Macerata in Italy. 
On account of his kind and gentle manner, his superiors entrusted him with the daily 
feeding of the poor at the monastery gates, but at times he was so free with the friary's 
provisions that the procurator begged the superior to check his generosity.  
 
He was ordained in 1271 and said his first Mass with exceptional fervor; thereafter, 
whenever he celebrated the holy Mystery, he seemed aglow with the fire of his love. 
Nicholas was stationed at a friary where he felt comfortable, but there he received 
visions of angels reciting the phrase "to Tolentino". He took this as a sign to move to 
that city in 1274, and there he lived the rest of his life. Tolentino was a town that was 
troubled by rival pro- and antipapal factions. Nicholas saw only one remedy to the 
violence: street preaching. He preached in the street and despite opposition and 
ridicule, he was able to restore peace to the town. 
 
He continued his lengthy fasts and preaching. He became known as a sympathetic 
confessor for visiting the sick and poor. He was already known as a wonderworker and 
a healer. He also visited prisoners. He always told those he helped, "Say nothing of 
this." 
 
He received visions, including images of Purgatory, which friends ascribed to his 
lengthy fasts. Nicholas had a great devotion to the recently dead, praying for the souls 
in Purgatory as he traveled around his parish, and often late into the night. 
 
He often fasted and performed other works of penance. He spent long hours in prayer. 
The story is told that one day, having fasted for a long time, Nicholas was physically 
weak. While at prayer, Jesus told him to eat some bread marked with a cross and 
soaked in water in order to regain his strength. Thus, arose the Augustinian custom of 
blessing and distributing Saint Nicholas Bread in his memory. Another version of the 
story says that when severely ill, he had a vision of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Augustine 
of Hippo, and Monica. They told him to eat a certain type of roll that had been dipped in 
water. Cured, he began healing others by administering bread over which he recited 
Marian prayers. The rolls became known as Saint Nicholas Bread and are still 
distributed at his shrine.  
 



Reported to have resurrected over one hundred dead children, including several who 
had drowned together. Legend says that the devil once beat Nicholas with a stick; the 
stick was displayed for years in the church. A vegetarian, Nicholas was once served a 
roasted fowl; he made the sign of the cross over the bird, and it flew out a window. Nine 
passengers on the ship going down at sea once asked for the aid of Saint Nicholas; he 
appeared in the sky, wearing the black Augustinian habit, radiating golden light, holding 
a lily in his left hand; with his right hand, he quelled the storm. An apparition of the saint 
once saved the burning palace of the Doge of Venice by throwing a piece of blessed 
bread on the flames. 
 
Another story relates that Nicholas, while asleep in bed, heard the voice of a deceased 
friar he had known. This friar told Nicholas that he was in Purgatory and urged him to 
celebrate the Eucharist for him and other souls there so that they would be set free by 
the power of Christ. Nicholas did so for seven days. The friar again spoke to Nicholas, 
thanking him and assuring him that a large number of souls were now with God. 
Because of this Nicholas was proclaimed patron of the souls in Purgatory. 
During the last years of his life St. Nicholas was bedridden and suffered grievously. 
Nicholas died on 10 September 1305. 
 
"The heavens are not pure in the sight of Him Whom I serve; how then shall I, a sinful 
man, stand before Him?" 
 


