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Feast of Saint Matthew, the Apostle 
 

Born: 1st century AD Capernaum,  Died: 1st century AD near Hierapolis or Ethiopia, 
relics in Salerno, Italy, Venerated in Eastern Orthodox Church, Catholic Church, 
Eastern Catholic Churches, Oriental Orthodoxy, Church of the East, Anglican 
Communion and Lutheranism, Canonized: Pre-Congregation, Major shrine: relics in 
Salerno, Italy, Feast: 21 September (Western Christianity), 22 October (Coptic 
Orthodox) and  16 November (Eastern Christianity), Attributes: Angel,  Major works: 
Gospel of Matthew 

 

He is the patron saint of accountants; bookkeepers, bankers, customs officers, financial 

officers; money managers, guards; security forces; security guards, stockbrokers, tax 

collectors. 

English form of 'Matthaios', which was a Greek form of the Hebrew name 'Mattityahu' 
meaning "gift of YAHWEH", from the roots 'mattan' meaning "gift" and 'yah' referring to 
the Hebrew God. 
  
Among the early followers and apostles of Jesus, 'Matthew' is mentioned in Matthew 9:9 
and Matthew 10:3 as a publican who, while sitting at the "receipt of custom" in 
Capernaum, was called to follow Jesus. He is also listed among the twelve, but without 
identification of his background, in Mark 3:18, Luke 6:15, and Acts 1:13. In passages 
parallel to Matthew 9:9, both Mark 2:14 and Luke 5:27describe Jesus' calling of the tax 
collector 'Levi', the son of Alphaeus, but Mark and Luke never explicitly equate this Levi 
with the Matthew named as one of the twelve. So, Matthew calls this person 'Matthew', 
and Mark and Luke call him 'Levi'. 
 
There are several possible explanations for this difference. Some argue that Levi was 
this person’s tribal name—meaning he belonged to the tribe of Levi—and that Matthew 
was a more personal name. Others suggest this person was originally named Levi, but 
that Jesus called him Matthew (similar to Simon, who Jesus named Peter). And it’s also 
possible that it’s simply a matter of him having a Greek name (Matthew) and a Hebrew 
name (Levi), like how the Apostle Paul was also known by Saul. Since this person was 



a Jew who worked for the Romans, it wouldn’t be surprising to learn that he was known 
by both names. 
 
Matthew was a 1st-century Galilean (presumably born in Galilee, which was not part of 
Judea or the Roman Iudaea province), the son of Alpheus. Matthew was a tax collector, 
or a publican—someone who was contracted by the Roman government to collect 
taxes. As a tax collector, he would have been literate in Aramaic and Greek. As a Jew, 
stepping into this profession was essentially an act of betrayal to his people. His fellow 
Jews would have despised him for what was seen as collaborating with the Roman 
occupation force. 
 
Tax collectors had very little accountability. They’d be told to collect a specified amount 
of money, but they could tell people they owed a different amount, and they had no 
power to dispute it. Tax collectors earned a reputation for telling people they owed more 
than they did and pocketing the difference. To the Jews, tax collectors were the 
embodiment of sin. 
 
After his call, Matthew invited Jesus home for a feast. On seeing this, the Scribes and 
the Pharisees criticized Jesus for eating with tax collectors and sinners. This prompted 
Jesus to answer, "I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." (Mark 
2:17, Luke 5:32) 
 
The New Testament records that as a disciple, he followed Jesus, and was one of the 
witnesses of the Resurrection and the Ascension of Jesus. Afterward, the disciples 
withdrew to an upper room (Acts 1:10–14) (traditionally the Cenacle) in Jerusalem. The 
disciples remained in and about Jerusalem and proclaimed that Jesus was the 
promised Messiah. 
 
In the Babylonian Talmud (Sanhedrin 43a) "Mattai" is one of five disciples of "Jeshu". 
Later Church fathers such as Irenaeus (Against Heresies 3.1.1) and Clement of 
Alexandria claim that Matthew preached the Gospel to the Jewish community in Judea, 
before going to other countries. Ancient writers are not agreed as to what these other 
countries are. It is believed that he established Christian communities in Ethiopia and 
other sections of the continent of Africa. The Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox 
Church each hold the tradition that Matthew died as a martyr. Various accounts say he 
was beheaded, stoned, burned, or stabbed. 
 
But that's not the case for the 'Acts and Martyrdom of St. Matthew'. In it, Jesus appears 
to Matthew as a boy and tells him to go to the city of Myrna (an unknown location), 
which is inhabited by "man-eaters." Upon arriving there, Matthew performs miracles and 
casts out demons. The king repeatedly makes moves to try and kill him, eventually 
having him nailed to the ground and lit on fire. Instead of killing Matthew, the fire burns 
down the king's idols and engulfs some of his soldiers. Having witnessed this final 
miracle, the king and his kingdom of man-eaters recognize the one true God and put 
their faith in Jesus. The end. 
 



The symbol for Matthew’s Gospel is a man with wings. Matthew wrote about Jesus’ 
Incarnation and his Gospel makes clear that Jesus was true God and true man. 
Matthew is also the only Evangelist who shares the eight Beatitudes with his readers. 
His Gospel faithfully reports how Jesus described who will be truly blessed by God in 
the Kingdom and the attitudes and actions that are required for those who follow the 
new Law Jesus came to bring. 
 


