
Daily Saints - 24 September 
 

 
 

Feast of Our Lady of Mercy, also known as Our Lady of Ransom, 'Nuestra Señora 
de la Merced'. 

 
Tradition holds that in August 1218, Peter Nolasco experienced a vision of the Virgin 
Mary, who asked him to found a religious order dedicated to rescuing the many 
Christian captives held by the Muslims. In this appearance, she carried two bags of 
coins for use in ransoming Christians imprisoned by Moors. On 10 August 1218, the 
Mercedarian Order was legally constituted at Barcelona, Spain by King James of 
Aragon, and was approved by Pope Gregory IX on 17 January 1235. The Mercedarians 
celebrated their institution on the Sunday nearest to 1 August because it was on 1 
August 1218 that the Blessed Virgin showed Saint Peter Nolasco the white habit of the 
Order. This custom was approved by the Congregation of Rites on 4 April 1615. On 22 
February 1696, it was extended to the entire Latin Church, and the date changed to 24 
September. 
 
Especially during the Middle ages, the enemies of Christ's Church had conquered a 
great part of Christian territory and had carried off into slavery many thousands of 
Christians. Hit and miss, though heroic, efforts to free these unfortunates had been 
made here and there. 
 
The Church decided to organize the work of ransoming slaves. In 1198 St. John of 
Matha and St. Felix of Valois founded the Trinitarians. From then until 1787 they 
redeemed 900,000 captives. The Order of Our Lady of Ransom, called the 
Mercedarians, and founded by St. Peter Nolasco, ransomed 490,736 slaves between 
the years 1218 and 1632. St. Vincent de Paul, a slave himself, led his priests to save 
1200 Christian captives in the short period between 1642 and 1660 at the staggering 
cost of 1,200,000 pounds of silver. An even greater achievement was the conversion of 
thousands in captivity and steeling them against the sufferings of a cruel martyrdom for 
the faith. 



 
All this has been admitted by a modern, competent Protestant historian, Bonet-Maury. 
He records that no expedition sent into the Barbary States by the powers of Europe or 
America equaled "the moral effect produced by the ministry of consolation, peace, and 
abnegation, going even to the sacrifice of liberty and life, which was exercised by the 
humble sons of St. John of Matha, St. Peter Nolasco, and St. Vincent de Paul." 
 


