
10th January 2021 – Sunday - The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
 

  
 

 “Kindling  the fire and love of being a Christian by renewing our Baptismal vows 
and living our Baptism!” 

(Is 55:1-11 1 Jn 5:1-9 Mk 1:7-11) 
 

Happy Feast to all of us, baptized with our Dearest Lord! 

 
1. Anecdote: 

 
An incident is told about St Katherine of Alexandria. Katherine was a noble and learned 
young woman in this cultural hub of the ancient world of the 4th century. She had 
attained a lot of popularity in the town of Alexandria. She was a Christian. This was the 
time of the persecution of Christians by Emperor Maxentius. Christians were given only 
two options: Worshipping the emperor (which would violate the First Commandment) or 
being put to death. In this context, the Governor of Alexandria also came up with 
another plan to humiliate and discourage Christians. He invited the famous Katherine to 
debate a group of fifteen (some say 50) of the best pagan philosophers and orators 
hoping that this dispute would refute all her pro-Christian arguments and thus morally 
discourage other Christians as well. Katherine accepted the challenge. 
They gathered in the governor’s palace and the discussion began. But the plan 
backfired. Instead of Katherine being converted, several members of the panel (some 
sources say, all members) were converted. They asked for baptism immediately, to 
receive God's grace into their souls. But the governor was furious and condemned them 
all to immediate death. To that, Katherine, with concern and care, assured all the new-
converts that since they so sincerely desired to receive the sacrament their own blood 
would take the place of water, and their own martyrdoms would take the place of 
baptism. Those men were willing to give up everything else, only in order to receive the 
friendship and grace and Jesus Christ. That’s the power of God’s Love. And that’s the 
Power of Witnessing to God’s Love! The fire of God’s Love that was kindled in St 
Katherine of Alexandria at Baptism, continued to blaze in her, setting many other souls 
on fire for the love of God. Does the Fire of Love, that had been kindled in us, at our 
Baptism continue to blaze powerfully in us? Or has the fire been diminished and 
lessened? 
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2. Anecdote: 
 

St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta used to ask the consent of the persons who were at the 
death bed "Do you want to receive Baptism" After receiving the consent she used to 
give Baptism to that person. It is because she believed and said " Baptism is the 
gateway to Heaven" 
  
Today, Holy Mother the Church celebrates the Feast of the Baptism of Jesus and with 
an invitation: To “fan into flames” ( 2 Tim 1:6) the fire of God’s Love that has been 
kindled in us, at our Baptism. The liturgical season of Christmas, celebrating the self-
revelation of God through Jesus, comes to an end with the feast of the Baptism of Our 
Lord. This incident of the Baptism of Jesus is greatly significant and important.  
 
It is one of the few passages that appear in all the four Gospels. It was the first public 
revelation of the Three Persons of the Trinity. It was the first official declaration of Jesus 
as the Son of God to the world. For Jesus, it was a moment of identification with us 
sinners, a moment of decision to begin His public ministry, and a moment of approval 
when His Father called Him as His “beloved Son”. 
 
Each one of us, as Christians have been baptized in the Lord. What does Baptism 
mean to us? What has Baptism meant to us? Baptism is a time when we call ourselves 
to have “put on” Christ - a time of conversion from the old to the new. 
 

1. Christian Baptism – dynamic and not static: 
 
Gift wrappings and presentation boxes make gifts so much more attractive. But at times 
they may distract us a little from the gift itself. Our own baptisms are full of attractive 
rituals like gift wrappings and presentation boxes. It would be a pity if these baptismal 
wrappings distract us from what they are meant to highlight. 
 
In Christian Baptism there are external signs and actions, but the internal aspects are 
much more strongly present and even more valid.  

 To be a Baptized Person in Jesus – a passage from the Old to the New, requires 
Sacrifice of oneself and Willingness to sacrifice one’s life for the Lord - He who 
wishes to follow me, must deny himself, take up his cross and follow me (Mt 
16:24). 

 Undergoing pain and suffering - Openness to share the agony and grief of life 
through various life situations and being patient and faithful in all trials. The Lord 
your God will circumcise your heart… to love the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul…” (Dt 30: 6).  

 Embracing a life of humility and dependence on God - Readiness to overcome 
our pride, our selfish desires, and interests and allow God's grace and mercy to 
flow through us. “Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that 
he may lift you up in due time” (1 Pet 5:6). 
 

Signs and symbols used at Baptism and the dynamic implications  



 
 Anointing crown of the head with Sacred Chrism - As Christ was anointed Priest, 

Prophet, and King, so may you live always as a member of his body, sharing 
everlasting life.  

 Clothing with the white garment: white garment the outward sign of your Christian 
dignity. With your family and friends to help you by word and example, bring that 
dignity unstained into the everlasting life of heaven.  

 Burning Candle: walk always as a child of the light. May he (she) keep the flame 
of faith alive in his (her) heart. When the Lord comes, may he (she) go out to 
meet him with all the saints in the heavenly kingdom.  

 Prayer over ears and mouth: your ears to receive his word, and your mouth to 
proclaim his faith, to the praise and glory of God the Father. 

 
Most of us have been Baptized when we were too little. We were not aware. But those 
who loved us and cared for us were aware. Today very often, the Ceremony of Baptism 
gets reduced to a mere ritual with only celebrations and get-togethers. We need to 
instead, revive the primary aspect of Baptism: As a life-transforming process, with its 
intrinsic elements of pain and sacrifices. Baptism was a beginning, an initiation into a life 
of grace, a journey with the Lord. The Spirit of the Lord is within us. And the call from 
Deep within us is strong: "Rise from slumber, if you are sleeping. 
 
We are inclined to speak of our Baptism in the past tense, "I was baptized" implying, 
perhaps that our baptism is a static event now over and done with. It would be better to 
say, "I am baptized", meaning that the baptism is an ongoing thing to be lived out daily 
and participate in the mission which was started by Christ at his baptism. 
 
As a Baptized Christian, we have a very noble vocation and an immense responsibility. 
Christian Life does not tolerate passivity and it does not allow lethargy. Look up Mother 
Church is waiting to embrace you in deep love with Her Sacraments. Mother Mary and 
all the Saints and Angels are encouraging you to become a Saint. Yes, You are a 
Baptized Child of God, Consecrated to the Lord, Holy to Him, Be true, Be Faithful, 
Be Enthusiastic, Be Proud to be a Christian” 
 
Yes, the fire of God’s Love that has been kindled in us at Baptism, ought to continue to 
blaze in us, setting many other souls on fire for the love of God. Let us re-kindle the fire 
and love of being a Christian, Let’s renew our Baptismal vows. Let’s live our Baptism. 
 

2. Signs of life: Holy Spirit - Dove 

We cannot see the Holy Spirit. Spirits have no bodily form, so they are invisible. 

Because of this, over the centuries the Church has developed images to point to who 

the Holy Spirit is. One of the most common images is that of a dove, and that image 

derives from today’s gospel. Luke tells us that after Jesus was baptized the heavens 

were opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in the form of a dove. Now of 

course the Holy Spirit is not a dove. A dove is only an image that points to the presence 

of the Spirit and how the Spirit works in our lives.  



A dove appears in the bible and It occurs in the Book of Genesis, in the story of Noah. 

Noah is in the ark, and the entire world is covered with the waters of the flood. There is 

no hope for Noah, his family, or the animals in the ark unless the waters of the flood 

receded. So, Noah sends out a dove. In the evening the dove returns with an olive leaf 

in its beak. The leaf is a sign that dry land is appearing, an assurance to Noah and 

those who are with him in the ark that they have a future. 

The dove from the Book of Genesis suggests that the Holy Spirit is the one who brings 

us signs of life in hopeless situations. The Holy Spirit is the one who assures us that we 

have a future, even in a hostile world. This is a true action of God's spirit because our 

inclination is to focus on what is wrong, what is dangerous, what is fearful. That focus 

can over time lessen and stunt our lives. 

Some of the people we love, family members, and friends, have made disastrous 

choices or are dealing with sickness or financial stress. It is easy for us to give up and 

say, "They will never be happy." The Holy Spirit is the one who reminds us that there is 

still goodness in their lives and in our relationship with them, and that goodness can 

have an effect.  

When we look at what is dangerous in our world, dangerous because of poverty, 

pollution, or terrorism, it is easy for us to be afraid. The Holy Spirit is the one who 

reminds us that we can still work together and make a difference. We can move towards 

security as a country without compromising our deepest values. 

We all received the Holy Spirit at our baptism, and so it is our right and our duty to call 

upon the Spirit to show us what is positive around us. Like Noah sending out a dove 

over troubled waters, we can send out God's Spirit to find goodness, peace, and hope. 

We can ask God's Spirit to bring us signs of life so that we can believe that all is not lost 

and that we still have a future. 

Let us pray: 
 
Lord, I thank You for Your humble act of baptism by which You opened the Heavens to 
all who are sinners. May I open my heart to the unfathomable grace of my own baptism 
each and every day and more fully live with You as a child of the Father, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and to appreciate Your presence in others by honoring them, loving them, 
and serving them in all humility. 
 
Jesus, I trust in You. 


