
January 11, 2021 – Monday – First Week in Ordinary Time 
 

 
 

Let us prepare and be ready to go fishing with the Great Fisherman of Galilee? 
Hail ICHTHUS – Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior! 

(Heb: 1:1-6 Mk 1:14-20) 

 
Jesus invitation – Repentance and Believing – to continue His Ministry 
 
Today's Gospel describes the beginning of Jesus' preaching and healing ministry and 
the call of his Apostles who were to continue that ministry. Jesus started his public 
ministry immediately after John the Baptist was arrested. Following John's pattern, 
Jesus, too, invited his hearers to repent as preparation for believing in the Gospel, or 
the Good News, of the Kingdom of God. Repentance means an about-face turn to God 
resulting in a change of mind, heart, behavior, and life. It also means sorrow for having 
refused God's love and a resolution to make amends.  Believing in the Gospel 
demands from the hearers a resolution to take Jesus' words seriously, to translate them 
into action, and to put trust in Jesus' authority.  
 
Jesus selected four fishermen, Andrew and his brother Simon (later named Peter by 
Jesus), with James and his brother John, right from their fishing boats. Jesus wanted 
these ordinary, hard-working people as assistants for his ministry because they would 
be very responsive instruments in the hands of God. 
 
Fishers of Men 
 
In the Gospel of the Day, Simon, his brother Andrew, along with the family of Zebedee – 
John, James, and their father, were busy fishing. The Lord, indeed, comes to meet and 
encounter us in the ordinary situations of our life. Fishing was their means of livelihood. 
As they are engaged in these affairs of livelihood and occupation, they have a surprise 
visitor – Jesus.  

 He comes with a contagious fire of love in His heart & a gentle expression on His 
face.  

 He comes with a deep passionate look in His eyes & a soothing appearance in 
His personality. 

 



He calls out to the busy fishermen, “Follow me and I will make you fishers of men” (Mk 
1:17). “Fishers of men?” All their life they had only known that its only fish that can be 
fished. But this was strange to hear – that “people could also be fished”. That trade of 
“fishing of people” would soon be taught to them by the Great Fisherman of Galilee.  
 

 Not with hooks of iron but with hooks of conscience-appeal and heart-attraction,  
 Not spreading nets of cloth, nylon or fiber, etc. but with nets of goodness and 

love,  
 Not traveling in deep waters of the sea but navigating into the depths of human 

life 
 
In the ordinary situation of life, The disciples experienced the call to go beyond mere 
existential realities. The Lord introduced them to a Way to Eternity. In the normal routine 
of life, The disciples experienced the power to transpose their basic and ordinary needs. 
The Lord manifested to them the Higher Needs of Life. For these fishermen-disciples, 
life had got into a sort of daily ordinary rhythm: Going for fishing and trying their luck, 
Sometimes high success, many times immense failure and most of the times nothing 
exciting. It was just a monotonous, repetitive, and droning style of life. 
 
Our lives too sometimes become a matter of routine and ordinary existence. The same 
daily works and activities, Sometimes high success, many times immense failure, and 
most of the times nothing exciting. It is, very often, just a tedious, dull, and boring style 
of life. But in these ordinary moments, there are glimpses of the Extraordinary that are 
often revealed. In simple situations, there are rays of the Light of Eternity that often 
shines through. 
 
Are we open and docile to these “ordinary” and “simple” appearances of the Lord in our 
lives? Simple fishermen became part of the Super Fishing Strategy of the Greatest 
Fisherman of the world. You and I… are called to today, in the littleness and the 
ordinariness of our lives, to give witness to the One who renovates lives and transforms 
hearts and to get transformed & filled with the same passion and zeal of the Disciples! 
 
Are we ready to go fishing with this Great Fisherman of Galilee? 
Hail ICHTUS – Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior! 
 
Let us pray: 
  
Lord Jesus, give us the grace to repent of our sins on a daily basis and renew our lives 
by cooperating and relying on Your Divine Power to be Fishers of Men in the World. 
 
Jesus, We Trust In You  
 


