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Let us become a true seeker of the Lord with the right motives and the proper 
intentions. Let us get the answer for “Where are you staying” by accepting His 

invitation “Come and See” 
(1 Sam 3:3-10 1 Cor 6:13-15,17-20 Jn 1:35-42) 

 
 

1. “What do you seek” (Jn 1: 38) 
 
A simple and commonly known story goes such. A generous and noble King once made 
a grand announcement to his subjects. He declared that on a particular day, all the 
people could come into the King’s palace, and take for themselves from the palace hall, 
whatever they wished for. An amazing and once-in-a-lifetime opportunity indeed! 
And so the day came… hundreds and thousands had gathered in the palace. The 
people waited for the King’s signal to start picking up whatever they wanted in that hall. 
The moment arrived…the King waved his royal hand to begin. It was time to lay hands 
on whatever they wished to make their possession. The rush was maddening. People 
ran helter-skelter, seeking for the most precious things - Golden vessels, silver goblets, 
jeweled showpieces, antique fancy items, etc. But in that crazy rush, there was one 
particular girl, a teenager, who thought differently. She took this chance, to go and hug 
the Prince. Bingo!!  That was the prized catch. She now became not just the possessor 
of the love of her life but also the heir of the land. She sought what was the most prized 
possession. She went after, that which was the most treasured of them all. What are we 
– you and I – seeking in life? 
 
The Gospel of the Day has Jesus posing this fundamental question of our lives: “What 
do you seek” (Jn 1: 38) 
 
When Jesus sees them following, He turns…. (Jn 1: 38). He turns around to see ‘a part 
of the humanity that is seeking Him’.  He turns around to look at a tiny generation of 
human beings in quest of Him. He turns around to witness a representative of people 
that are wanting to know Him. And then Jesus poses this soul-probing question…”What 
do you seek?” 
 



We too have been following Jesus for quite some time. Maybe we’ve heard from others 
& so we follow Him. Maybe we’ve experienced His caring presence & so we follow Him. 
But the Lord once again turns and asks us, who are following Him: "What do you seek?" 
 
It’s not an interrogation to just obtain some information. It's not an inquiry to just gather 
some data. It is rather a question that is posed to determine what is the real focus and 
center of our life. Jesus probably knew why many people were beginning to follow Him: 
There would be many seeking Him for bread alone, for getting healings alone, out of 
mere curiosity alone, for theoretical arguments alone, for their own personal desires 
alone. And so Jesus poses this heart-penetrating question…”What do you seek?” 
 
The Lord, with His deeply penetrating eyes, gazes into the depths of our soul with His 
soul-arresting charm fixes His eyes into the castle of our heart asks: "My Child, what do 
you seek?". Are you seeking just to have some of your earthly desires fulfilled Or do you 
seek Me to treasure me completely and possess eternity? Are you seeking spirituality 
just for namesake and out of a societal and religious obligation Or do you seek Me 
because you are convinced of finding in Me, the real Truth and Joy? Are you seeking 
transcendence to just have relief in your pains and difficulties Or do you seek Me to also 
have a share in my agony and anguish of the Cross? 
 
The Psalmist would say: “God looks down from heaven upon the children of men, to see 
if there are any who understand, who seek God” (Ps 53:2). Can I be a real Seeker of 
God and His Kingdom?? Embracing Jesus, the Prince of Life, would ensure the 
inheritance of eternity. Possessing Jesus, the Prince of Joy, would ensure the 
inheritance of Divine Life. Let us become a true seeker of the Lord with the right motives 
and the proper intentions. 
 
  2. “Teacher, where are you staying? “  “Come and see.” 
 
The two disciples in today's gospel ask a simple, straight -forward question: "Teacher, 
where are you staying?"  An answer to this question could be given in a moment, in a 
couple of words, but Jesus does not provide them. Instead, he says, "Come and see."  
The disciples come to Jesus with a question; he responds with an invitation.  Instead of 
responding in words, he offers an opportunity for the disciples to travel with him, to walk 
with him, and perhaps to find what they are searching for. 
 
Jesus is revealing in this short encounter with the two disciples, is the basic pattern by 
which God deals with humanity, the way that God interacts with us in our lives. We 
come to God with questions.  God gives us invitations. The questions are many and can 
be drawn from several different circumstances.  Why do the innocent suffer?  Why is 
our world so violent?  Why is someone that I lovesick?  Why can't I find a job?  Why do 
our political and religious leaders fail us?  How can I protect my family?  Why am I so 
depressed and lonely?  Where can I look for hope?  Questions, real questions, that we 
place before God.  But God doesn't answer them.  God simply says, "Come and see; 
come follow me." 
 



How much easier it would be if God would simply explain things to us if God would tell 
us what is going to happen if God would tell us what we want to know.  But God does 
not tell us.  God says, "Come and see."  God responds in this way because on the 
deepest level, God knows that what we need, what our life really requires, is not 
information, but trust.     
 
God knows that we could never comprehend, we could never absorb the mysteries 
through which God is building the kingdom.  God understands that we could never take 
in all the twists and turns by which God is saving us.  So instead of trying to reveal this 
information to our limited minds, God asks us to trust.  God says, "Come and see."  Live 
moment to moment, walk day to day, until gradually you begin to recognize the plan that 
is unfolding before your eyes.  God invites us to trust, to believe that God is in charge, 
that there is a plan, and that that plan will eventually lead us to life. 
 
The power of this truth is expressed beautifully in a passage from John Henry Cardinal 
Newman, Newman says, "I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection between persons. 
God has not created me for nothing.  I shall do good.  I shall do God's work.  I shall be 
an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in my own place while not intending it—if I do but 
keep God's commandments.  Therefore, I will trust God, whatever, wherever I am.  I can 
never be thrown away.  If I am in sickness, my sickness may be a service, in perplexity, 
my perplexity may be of service.  If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve God's 
kingdom. God does nothing in vain.  God has a plan.  God may take away my friends, 
throw me among strangers, make me feel desolate, make my spirit sink, hide my future 
from me. Still, God has a plan and I will trust the One who guides me." 
 
We come to God with questions, God responds with invitations.  We come looking for 
information, God invites us to trust.  This is the challenge for every believer: “to accept 
God as trustworthy”.  For we are asked not to be frustrated when instead of giving us an 
answer, God invites us to “Come and see,” when God invites us to walk for a while until 
the truth emerges.  For those of us who know our God, that invitation is not 
impossible.  For as soon as we take up the journey, as soon as we begin to follow, it 
becomes clear that we will not travel alone.  Step by step, day by day, God will walk 
with us until in time we come to a place where every question is answered and where all 
goodness comes to light. 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Lord Jesus, thank You for Your invitation to “come and see”. Let us come and see you 
with complete trust and become a true seeker of You with the right motives and the 
proper intentions. 
 
Jesus, We Trust in You 
 


