
 January 24, 2021 – Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 
 

“As a disciple of Christ let us ‘resolutely respond to the charismatic call of the 
Lord in the passing world for deep-fishing’ 

(Jon 3:1-5, 10, 1 Cor 7:29-31 and Mk 1:14-20) 

 

1. Living in a passing world – God alone remains 
 

The apostle Paul, together with the entire early church, believed that Jesus would return 
in a matter of months.  Paul believed that the world would come to end in his lifetime.  It 
is for this reason that Paul can write the rather peculiar words that we heard in today’s 
second reading to the Corinthians: 
 
“From now on, let even those who have wives be as though they had none, and those 
who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they 
were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, and those 
who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it”. 
 
Why does Paul speak this way? He believes that the time is short and the present form 
of the world is passing away. So, if in a short time the world will be gone, Paul advises 
the Corinthians to practice now for that new world: to live as if they did not have 
spouses or possessions, joys or sorrows.  For shortly Christ would come and then there 
would be a new creation. 
 
Well, Paul was wrong.  The world did not end in a matter of months.  Two millennia 
later, we are still waiting for Christ to return.  So it is understandable to question whether 
the words that Paul wrote to the Corinthians still have any validity for us.  Why do we 
continue to proclaim these words as the word of God?  The words of Paul still have a 
relevance to our lives because the present form of the world is passing away.  Even if 
this is not true in the cosmic sense that Paul understood with Jesus coming on the 
clouds of glory.  The world is passing away in the personal terms of our own lives. 
 
Our lives are passing away. Are you in the sixth grade?  You won’t be next year.  Are 
you in your thirties?  That’s not going to last.  Are you married?  You will eventually 
have to say goodbye.  Do you have a job?  You won’t be working it forty years from 
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now.  In the foreseeable future, someone else will be living in your house.  Your health 
and your energy, these too are fading.  There is nothing, nothing in our lives that will 
always remain the way it is today.  This is an undeniable fact. Yet we do not like facing it 
because the recognition that our world is passing away can lead to anxiety and 
depression.  We can begin to worry, "How long before my marriage or my job ends?  
How long before I lose my possessions or lose my health? How long before I will have 
to say goodbye to what I love?" Recognizing that our lives are passing can indeed lead 
to depression. 
 
But there is another option, another way to view and to cope with the passing nature of 
our lives.  It is the way that Paul recommends in the second reading, and it’s 
called detachment.  Detachment seeks to live life with the recognition that nothing in life 
will be here forever: not our spouse, not our job, not our health.  All these things are 
things we only have for a while.  And since all things are passing, everything in itself is 
insufficient.  There is nothing that is enough, nothing which will satisfy forever—with one 
exception.  The one exception is God.  Only God is sufficient. Only God will last. When 
our health and our spouse are gone, when our possessions no longer bring joy, when 
our work is done, God will still be there.  God alone remains. The detachment then is a 
way of practicing what eventually will be demanded from us: letting go of everything 
which does not last.  
 
Paul then is calling us to practice detachment.  To love the people and things in our life 
deeply, but realize that they are only with us for a while.  To realize that anything we try 
to hold on to—anything—will slip through our fingers, with one exception.  This is the 
good news.  For the one thing that is sufficient, the one thing that will always remain is 
ours.  God is ours.  We can surrender ourselves to God today, and we can hold on to 
God’s love.  This is why people of detachment are people who are secure, peaceful, 
and joyful.  For they know that although the world is passing, they can hold on to God 
today—and they can keep on holding forever. 
 

2. Charismatic call and Resolute Response 
 

The Gospel of the Day presents the beautiful incident of the call of the first disciples – 
Simon, Andrew, James, and John – by the Sea of Galilee. This call narrative is a mighty 
reminder of two important aspects of our Christian life and vocation: The charismatic 
call of the Lord and the resolute response needed from us. 
 
Jesus is constantly seeking us (The charismatic call of the Lord). Very often, we only 
consider the aspect of “we seeking the Lord” But this Gospel beautifully reminds us: 
God searches and seeks for us much much more than we do. 
 
"And passing along by the Sea of Galilee, He saw…" (Mk 1:16). The eyes of the Lord 
are constantly: searching for us, striving for us, and seeking for us. His call requires a 
free response from us (The resolute response needed from us). At the words of the 
Lord, “Follow me and I will make you become fishers of men” (Mk 1:17). Simon and 
Andrew, “immediately left their nets and followed Him!” (Mk 1:18). “And immediately he 



called them [John and James], and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the 
hired servants, and followed Him” (Mk 1:20). 
 
The disciples – drawn to the Charismatic Call of the Lord with a free will, chose to follow 
the Lord. They had risks. They had uncertainties. They had possibilities of failures 
before them. Yet, they “trusted in the Divine Call” and followed the Lord. Yes, the life of 
being a disciple of Christ requires us to "resolutely respond to the charismatic call of the 
Lord" and allow the Mighty Presence of the Lord to "take possession of our hearts" and 
be willing to "let go of everything" that prevents us from being a disciple of Christ. 
 
Let this beautiful Gospel inspire and help all of us to become "His Missionaries of Mercy 
and Compassion" in the world by living the simple virtues of gentleness, patience, and 
simplicity. 
 

3. Deep-sea fishing: 

In today’s Gospel Jesus says, ‘Follow Me, and, I will make you fishers of men.'” (Mark 

1:16-17). That one statement tells us what our primary business is as Church, both 

corporately and as followers of Jesus individually. If you are a follower of Jesus,  Every 

day Jesus Christ wants fishermen-disciples to launch out into the sea of humanity and 

go deep-soul fishing, because the Church’s primary business, and so the Christian’s 

primary business, is the fishing business. No matter what else we do or how well we do 

it, if we ever get out of the fishing business, we are out of business. Your neighborhood 

is a lake full of fish. Your office is a lake full of fish. Your school is a lake full of fish. 

When Jesus said, “I will make you fishers of men,” He was saying, “I will take you, with 

your personality, your background, your testimony, your influence, and I will use you to 

catch men, women, boys, and girls and bring them into My family.” Are we ready to go 

for deep-sea fishing? 

Let us pray: 

Lord, you call the disciples to follow you and share in your mission. Their response is 
radical and immediate. May nothing hinder me from generously responding to your daily 
call to follow you and in all my human interactions may I bring your good news to others. 
 
Jesus, We Trust In You 

 
 

 
 


