
Daily Saints - 12 January 
 

 

Feast of Saint Bernard of Corleone. 

Patron saint of Mafia victims, expectant mothers. 

 

Born: 6 February 1605, Corleone, Sicily, Kingdom of Sicily, Died: 12 January 
1667 (aged 61), Palermo, Sicily, Kingdom of Sicily, Venerated in Roman Catholic 
Church, Beatified: 15 May 1768, Saint Peter's Basilica, Papal States by Pope Clement 
XIII, Canonized: 10 June 2001, Saint Peter's Square, Vatican City by Pope John Paul 
II, Attributes: Franciscan habit  

 
Bernard of Corleone was born on 6 February 1605 at Corleone, Palermo, Sicily as 
'Filippo Latino'. His father Leonardo, a skilled cobbler and leather craftsman, was so 
merciful to those in need that, with consummate charity, he would even bring them 
home to wash, clothe and feed them. His brothers and sister were also extremely 
virtuous. 
 
In this fertile ground, the young Filippo soon learned the practice of charity and devotion 
to the Crucified and Our Lady. As manager of the cobbler's shop, he knew how to treat 
his workers well, and was not ashamed to wander through the town in wintertime, 
begging alms for the poor prisoners. 
 
But he was very hot-tempered and was prone to violence. He was quick to draw his 
sword at the slightest provocation. He was nicknamed 'the finest blade in Sicily'. This 
manner of life led him far away from God. At the same time, many noble characteristics 
were perceptible in him. In taking up any quarrel he liked to defend old people and other 
helpless and defenseless persons against violence. 
 
He frequently made devout visits to a crucifix that was highly honored by the people and 
provided that a lamp be kept burning before it. Moreover, he cherished great devotion 
towards St. Francis. 
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His way of life worried his parents, especially after Filippo wounded the hand of one 
particularly arrogant challenger. This incident, which happened in 1624 when Filippo 
was 19, was witnessed by many and caused an uproar. It cost the hired killer his arm, 
and Filippo was shaken to the core. 
 
In order to escape from his avengers, Filippo sought refuge in flight in the Franciscan 
Capuchin church, where he remained for a week. He had time to take stock of his life. In 
this extremity, as so frequently happens, grace knocked at his heart. Filippo heeded the 
call. 
 
Filippo acknowledged his godless and dangerous conduct for what it was, bewailed it 
bitterly, and resolved upon a complete change of sentiments. He begged forgiveness 
from the wounded man, who later became his friend. 
 
In order to atone for his sins, Filippo begged for admission among the Capuchins as a 
lay brother, and on December 13, 1632, he was invested with the holy habit. He 
received the name, Bernard. 
 
If in the past Bernard had yielded his bodily members to wayward purposes, he now 
used them as an atoning sacrifice unto salvation. Seven times a day he scourged 
himself to the blood. His sleep was limited to three hours on a narrow board, with a 
block of wood under his head. 
 
He fasted for the most part on bread and water. If anything delicious was placed before 
him, he would carry the food to his mouth to whet his appetite and then lay it down 
without having tasted it. Despite his austere life, he still undertook the most unpleasant 
and annoying tasks as being his due. 
 
Almighty God showed how agreeable to Him was the penitential life Bernard was 
leading; he favored him with extraordinary graces, particularly with ardent devotion at 
prayer. 
 
He even developed an unusual gift. He was able to cure animals by praying an "Our 
Father", then leading the animal around a crucifix three times to restore them to health. 
On his death bead, Bernard was able to bequeath this ability on another friar. 
 
Bernard cherished special love for our Blessed Lady and encouraged others to do the 
same. Often our Lady appeared to him and placed the Divine Child in his arms. 
Moreover, she gave him knowledge of the day of his death four months in advance. He 
died at Palermo on January 12, 1667. 


