
Daily Saints - 18 January 

 

Saint Margaret of Hungary 

Born: January 27, 1242, Klis Fortress, Klis, Kingdom of Croatia, Died: January 18, 

1270 (aged 27), Nyulak Szigete, the Kingdom of Hungary, Venerated in Roman 

Catholic Church, (Dominican Order), Beatified: July 28, 1789, by Pope Pius VI, 

Canonized: November 19, 1943, by Pope Pius XII, Attributes: A lily and a book 

 

Margaret was born to King Bela IV of Hungary and his wife Mary Lascaris in 1242 at a 

time when the Tatars were invading Hungary. The king offered to dedicate their child to 

the Church if Hungary was freed from the Tatars. So Margaret was brought to the 

Dominican convent at Vesprem at the age of three. 

 

Somewhat later, Bela and his queen built a convent for their daughter on an island in 

the Danube near Buda, and there, when she was twelve years old, she made her 

profession. 

 

A young woman of extraordinary beauty, St. Margaret attracted the attention of suitors 

even though she was a nun. Ottokar, the king of Bohemia, was determined to marry 

her. For political reasons, Béla liked the idea. 

 

A dispensation could easily have been arranged and he asked Margaret to get released 

from her commitments and marry Ottokar. Béla had not bargained for the steely 

resistance of his strong-willed daughter. But Margaret declared that she would cut off 

her nose and lips rather than consent to leave the cloister. 
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In fact, when she became aware of a tendency to treat her with special consideration, 

she deliberately sought to perform the services that were most menial and repulsive, 

and with extraordinary tenderness and charity. She took vows at age 18. 

 

She lived in total humility, engaging in the most menial tasks even in the winter when 

her hands bled from the cold. She constantly fasted and refused nice clothes and royal 

comforts, remarking that she preferred the odor of sanctity when dead to smelling sweet 

only when alive. 

 

She spent her days in prayer, devotion to the Eucharist, and caring for the poor, 

lavishing on them whatever gifts her royal family sent her. 

 

Intense too were Margaret’s prayer life and penance. She spent every Friday in tears, 

contemplating the suffering of Jesus. She worked much for the relief of the poor and 

sick. No doubt Margaret shortened her life by her austerities. 

 

At the end of every Lent, she would be exhausted by fasting and lack of sleep. On Holy 

Thursday she claimed the right as the daughter of the convent's founders to wash the 

feet not only of the sisters but also the servants. 

 

Worn out by her efforts, she died on 18 January 1270 aged only twenty-eight. 


