
Daily Saints - 2 January 
 

 
 

Feast of Saint Basil the Great 
 

Born: 330 Caesarea, Cappadocia Died: January 1 or 2, 379 (aged 48–50) Caesarea, 
Cappadocia Venerated in Eastern Orthodox Church, Oriental Orthodoxy, Roman Catholic 
Church, Anglican Communion, Lutheranism, Canonized:  Pre-congregation, Attributes: Vested 
as bishop, wearing omophorion, holding a Gospel Book or scroll. St. Basil is depicted 
in icons as thin and ascetic with a long, tapering black beard. Patronage: 
Russia, Cappadocia, Hospital administrators, 
Reformers, Monks, Education, Exorcism, Liturgists 

 
St. Basil is the patron saint of hospital administrators, monks, and reformers. He is 
considered as the key to the founding of eastern monasticism as Saint Benedict of 
Nursia was to the west. 
 
He was born in 329 at Caesarea, Asia Minor (modern Turkey). His mother, father, and 
four of his nine siblings were canonized, including Saint Gregory of Nyssa. He was the 
grandson of Saint Macrina the Elder. As a youth, Basil was noted for organizing famine 
relief, and for working in the kitchens himself, quite unusual for a young noble. 
 
He studied in Constantinople and Athens with his friend Saint Gregory Nazianus. Ran a 
school of oratory and law in Caesarea. Basil was so successful, so sought after as a 
speaker, that he was tempted by pride. Fearful that it would overtake his piety, he sold 
all that he had, gave away the money, and became a priest and monk. 
 
After studying various modes of religious life, he founded what was probably the first 
monastery in Asia Minor. He drew up rules for monks living in the desert. He was 
ordained a priest, assisted the archbishop of Caesarea, and ultimately became 
archbishop himself, despite opposition from some of the bishops under him, probably 
because they foresaw coming reforms. 
 
Arianism, one of the most damaging heresies in the history of the Church which denied 
the divinity of Christ, was at its height. Emperor Valens persecuted orthodox believers 
and put great pressure on Basil to remain silent and admit the heretics to communion. 
Basil remained firm, and Valens backed down. But trouble remained. When the great 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caesarea_Mazaca
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cappadocia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodox_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oriental_Orthodoxy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican_Communion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheranism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pre-congregation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omophorion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_Book
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scroll
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Icon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cappadocia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hospital
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exorcism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgist


Saint Athanasius died, the mantle of defender of the faith against Arianism fell upon 
Basil. 
 
Basil strove mightily to unite and rally his fellow Catholics who were crushed by tyranny 
and torn by internal dissension. He was misunderstood, misrepresented, accused of 
heresy and ambition. Even appeals to the pope brought no response. "For my sins, I 
seem to be unsuccessful in everything." 
 
Basil was tireless in pastoral care. He preached twice a day to huge crowds, built a 
hospital that was called a wonder of the world. Basil fought simony, aided the victims of 
drought and famine, strove for a better clergy, insisted on a rigid clerical discipline, 
fearlessly denounced evil wherever he detected it and excommunicated those involved 
in the widespread prostitution traffic in Cappadocia. 
 
Basil is one of the Greek Doctor of the Church and Father of the Church. He died on 1 
January 379 at Caesarea, Asia Minor (modern Turkey). 
 
Quotes of St. Basil the Great. 
 

 "A tree is known by its fruit; a man by his deeds. A good deed is never lost; he 
who sows courtesy reaps friendship, and he who plants kindness gathers love." 
 

 "Preserve gratitude like a precious deposit within your soul, and from it, you will 
receive a double portion of delight. Remember the apostolic word, "Give thanks 
in all circumstances." 
 

 "You showed no mercy; it will not be shown to you. You opened not your house; 
you will be expelled from the Kingdom. You gave not your bread; you will not 
receive eternal life." 
 

 "There is only one way out of this, namely, total separation from all over the 
world. But withdrawal from the world does not mean physical removal from it. 
Rather, it is the withdrawal by the soul of any sympathy for the body. One 
becomes stateless and homeless. One gives up possessions, friends, ownership, 
and property, livelihood, business connection, social life, and scholarship. The 
heart is made ready to receive the imprint of sacred teaching, and this making 
ready involves the unlearning of knowledge deriving from evil habits. To write on 
wax, one has first to erase the letters previously written there, and to bring 
sacred teaching to the soul one must begin by wiping out preoccupation rooted in 
ordinary habits." 

 
 "I know many who fast, pray, sigh, and demonstrate every manner of piety, so 

long as it costs them nothing, yet would not part with a penny to help those in 
distress." 

 
 "Everyone is a theologian, even those who have stains on their souls." 



 
 "For if we all took only what was necessary to satisfy our own needs, giving the 

rest to those who lack, no one would be rich, no one would be poor, and no one 
would be in need." 
 

 "[The Holy Spirit] is present as a whole to each and wholly present everywhere. 
He is portioned out impassably and participated in as a whole. He is like a 
sunbeam whose grace is present to the one who enjoys him as if he were 
present to such a one alone, and still, he illuminates land and sea and is mixed 
with the air. Just so, indeed, the Spirit is present to each one who is fit to receive 
him, as if he were present to him alone, and still, he sends out his grace that is 
complete and sufficient for all. The things that participate in him enjoy him to the 
extent that their nature allows, not to the extent that his power allows." 
 

 "Though you speak to yourself in secret, your words are examined in heaven." 
 

 "Love of God is not something that can be taught. We did not learn from 
someone else how to rejoice in light or want to live or to love our parents or 
guardians. It is the same – perhaps even more so – with our love for God: it does 
not come by another's teaching." 

 "First, let me say that we have already received from God the ability to fulfill all 
his commands. We have then no reason to resent them as if something beyond 
our capacity were being asked of us. We have no reason either to be angry as if 
we had to pay back more than we had received." 

 
 "O sinner, be not discouraged but have recourse to Mary in all your necessities. 

Call her to your assistance, for such is the divine Will that she should help in 
every kind of necessity." 

 
 "The bread which you use is the bread of the hungry; the garment hanging in 

your wardrobe is the garment of him who is naked; the shoes you do not wear 
are the shoes of the one who is barefoot; the acts of charity that you do not 
perform are so many injustices that you commit." 

 
 "Let us raise ourselves from our fall and not give up hope as long as we are free 

from sin. Jesus Christ came into this world to save sinners. 'Come, let us adore 
and prostrate ourselves and weep before him' (Psalm 95:6). The Word calls us to 
repentance, crying out: 'Come to me, all you who labor and are heavily burdened 
and I will refresh you' (Matthew 11:28). There is, then, a way to salvation if we 
are willing to follow it." 

 
 "Envy is a gnawing pain which springs from the success and prosperity of 

another, and this is the reason why the envious are never exempt from trouble 
and vexation. If an abundant harvest fills the granaries of a neighbor, if success 
crowns his efforts, the envious man is chagrined and sad. If one man can boast 
of prudence, talent, and eloquence; if another is rich, and is very liberal to the 



poor, if good works are praised by all around, the envious man is shocked and 
grieved. The envious, however, dare not speak; although envy makes them 
counterfeit gladness, their hearts are sore within. If you ask him what vexes him, 
he dare not tell the reason. It is not really the happiness of his friend that annoys 
him, neither is it his gaiety that makes him sad nor is he sorry to see his friend 
prosper, but it is that he is persuaded that the prosperity of others is the cause of 
his misery. This is what the envious would be forced to acknowledge if they 
spoke the truth sincerely; but because they dare not confess so shameful a sin, 
they, in secret, feed a sore which tortures them and eats away their rest. As the 
shadow ever accompanies the pedestrian when walking in the sun, so envy 
throws its shadow on those who are successful in the world." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


