
Daily Saints - 22 January 
 

 
 

Feast of Saint Vincent Pallotti, Missionary, Founder 
 

Born: 21 April 1795, Rome, Papal States, Died: 22 January 1850 (aged 54), 
Rome, Papal States, Venerated in Roman Catholic Church, Beatified: January 22, 
1950, by Pope Pius XII, Canonized: January 20, 1963, Rome by Pope John XXIII 

 

Vincent was born in Rome on April 21st, 1795, the third of ten children, five of whom 

died in infancy. His parents were Maria Maddalena di Rossi and Pietro Paolo Pallotti, a 

small goods grocer, owner of three shops in Rome. 

 

Vincent was profoundly influenced by their personal, practical faith, their deep devotion, 

and generous attentiveness to the poor. He was aware of himself quite early — his urge 

for activity and achievement, his tendency to pride and anger. 

 

At twelve years of age, he selected Fr. Bernardino Fazzini as his confessor and spiritual 

director. Fazzini, a diocesan priest, recognized in Vincent a person of extraordinary 

spiritual gifts. 

 

Fr. Fazzini played a formative role, inculcating in his young charge a profound 

awareness of God, the discipline of self (according to the ascetical practices of the 

time), and readiness for apostolic service. With clear-sightedness and a resolute will, 

Vincent brought energy to his life project, despite frail health and recurrent bouts of 

illness. 

 

In school he was known as a “little saint” and, although bright, he was also considered 

“a bit slow” – an illusion amply disproved by the apostolic endeavors of his life. 
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He was ordained a priest when only twenty-three. After his ordination in 1818, he 

obtained two doctorates – one in philosophy and one in theology. For ten years he 

taught at Sapienza College, Rome. 

 

As a close friend of St. Gaspar del Bufalo, a missionary in Italy, he decided to give up 

his teaching post for a more apostolic life and then worked as a parish priest. 

 

He lived in constant danger working with the sick during a cholera epidemic. Highly 

successful fund-raiser for charities for the poor. He founded guilds for workers, 

agricultural schools, loan associations, orphanages, and homes for girls. 

 

Inflamed by the missionary spirit, he longed to send missionaries throughout the world 

and to work for the conversion of the Mohammedans. 

 

Don Pallotti, as he was known, was a great confessor and fulfilled that office at several 

colleges. He had an intense devotion to the Mystery of the Most Holy Trinity and tender 

love for the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

 

He wanted to inspire people of all walks of life to work constantly for God's kingdom. He 

founded a program to incorporate lay people in the apostolate of priests. He founded 

the Pious Society of Missions (Pallottines) for urban mission work. 

 

Don Pallotti started the special observance of the Octave of Epiphany for the reunion of 

the Eastern and Roman Churches, and the return of the Church in England. 

 

Widely regarded as another St. Philip Neri, he was indefatigable in his work with those 

in need. Burning with zeal to save sinners, he once dressed as an old woman to reach a 

dying person whose relative had sworn to shoot the first priest to approach. 

 

Don Pallotti was also a great exorcist and healed the sick with a word of encouragement 

or a blessing. He foresaw the future, and once predicted the movement of Catholic 

Action, even its name. 



 

Don Pallotti died on 22 January 1850 in Rome, at the age of fifty-five, from a severe 

cold, probably caught the fatal illness on a cold rainy night when he gave his cloak to a 

beggar who had none. 

Quotes by Vincent Pallotti 

 

 "Since God is perfect in loving man, man must be perfect in loving his neighbor." 

 "Remember that the Christian life is one of action, not of speech and daydreams. 

Let there be few words and many deeds, and let them be done well."  

 "Not the goods of the world, but God. Not riches, but God. Not honors, but God. 

Not distinction, but God. Not dignities, but God. Not advancement, but God. God 

always and in everything." 

 "You must be holy in the way that God asks you to be holy. God does not ask 

you to be a Trappist monk or a hermit. He wills that you sanctify the world and 

your everyday life."  

 “God sent you as workers into his harvest that through your ministry, faith may be 

preserved and love may grow.” 

 "By myself, I can do nothing, with God I can do everything." 


