
Daily Saints - 23 January 

 
 

Feast of Saint Ildephonsus of Toledo 
 
 

Ildephonsus was born around 607 in Toledo, Spain. He came from a noble family and 
was probably a pupil of St. Isidore of Seville. While still quite young, he entered the 
Benedictine monastery of Agalia near Toledo and went on to become its Abbot. In that 
capacity, he attended the Councils of Toledo in 653 and 655. 
 
In 657 the clergy and people elected this holy man to succeed his uncle, St. Eugenius, 
as Archbishop of Toledo. He performed his episcopal duties with diligence and sanctity 
until his death in 667. 
 
This saint was a favorite subject for medieval artists, especially in connection with the 
legend of Our Lady's appearance to present him with a chasuble. It is said that the 
Blessed Virgin appeared to him in person and presented him with a priestly vestment, to 
reward him for his zeal in honoring her. 
 
Ildephonsus had a strong devotion to the Blessed Mother, and it is said that one day 
when he was praying before the relics of Saint Leocadia, the martyr arose from her 
tomb and thanked the saint for the devotion he showed towards the Mother of God. 
 
The literary work of Ildephonsus is more widely known than the details of his life, and 
merits for him a distinguished place in the role of Spanish writers. St. Ildephonsus was a 
prolific writer, but unfortunately, only four of his works have survived. 
 
"We come to the font as to the Red Sea. Moses was the leader in saving Israel; Christ 
was the leader in redeeming man. The former left Egypt: the latter left the world. The 
Egyptians pursued the Israelites; sin pursued the man. The sea is colored by the red of 
its shore; baptism is consecrated with the blood of Christ. The vast sea is divided by a 
rod; the entrance to the font is opened with the sign of the cross. Israel enters the sea; 
man is washed in the font. Israel passes on a dry path between the waters without 
hindrance; through the waters, a man journeys the way of salvation. The pursuing 
Egyptians are drowned with Pharaoh; sins are destroyed in baptism together with the 
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devil in the destruction not of life but of power. The children of Israel left Egypt in the 
spring of the year and passed through the sea; in the same season, we celebrate the 
Pasch of our Lord Jesus Christ. In baptism, souls cross from vices to virtues. They pass 
from the lusts of the flesh to grace and sobriety of spirit. And they escape from the 
leaven of malice and wickedness to truth and sincerity. Thus we say to those born 
again: “This month shall be to you the beginning of months: it shall be the first of the 
months of the year” (Exodus 12:2). For he who is washed abandons Pharaoh, the 
leader of this world, with all its works." 


