
Daily Saints - 5 January 
 

 
 

Feast of Saint John Nepomucene Neumann, Missionary, religious and Bishop 

 

Born: March 28, 1811, Prachatitz, Kingdom of Bohemia, Austrian Empire, Died: 

January 5, 1860 (aged 48), Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, United States, Venerated in 

Roman Catholic Church, (the United States and the Czech Republic), Beautified: 

October 13, 1963, Vatican City, by Pope Paul VI, Canonized: June 19, 1977, Vatican 

City, 

by Pope Paul VI, Attributes: Redemptorist habit with a pectoral cross, Patronage: 

Catholic education, Major Shrine: National Shrine of Saint John 

Neumann, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, United States 

John Neumann was born on March 28, 1811, in Bohemia, now part of the Czech 

Republic. His parents were Philip and Agnes Neumann. He had four sisters and a 

brother. From his mother, he acquired the spirit of piety and through her encouragement 

entered the Seminary at Budweis. 

 

After college, John entered the seminary. When the time came for his ordination, the 

bishop was sick and the date was never rescheduled as Bohemia had enough priests at 

the time. Since he had been reading about missionary activities in the United States, 

John decided to go to America and request to be ordained there. He walked most of the 

way to France and then boarded a ship to New York. 

 

John arrived in Manhattan on June 9, 1836, where he was gladly welcomed by Bishop 

John Dubois, who at that time had only 36 priests for the 200,000 Catholics living in the 

state of New York and part of New Jersey. 
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John was ordained on 28 June 1836 and sent to Buffalo. There the parish priest, Father 

Pax, gave him the choice of the city of Buffalo or the rural area; John chose the more 

difficult country area. He stayed in a small town with an unfinished church, and when it 

was completed, he moved to a town with a log church. There he built himself a small log 

cabin, rarely lit a fire, slept little, often lived on bread and water, and walked miles to 

visit farm after remote farm. John's parishioners were from many lands and tongues, but 

John knew twelve languages and worked with them all. 

 

In 1840, he joined the Redemptorists. Eight years later he became a United States 

citizen. Although John studied six languages in the seminary, his English was difficult to 

understand. This frustrated many people, and when he was appointed the fourth bishop 

of the sophisticated Philadelphia Diocese at the age of 41, people were unhappy. These 

privileged people were accustomed to professional and polished leaders. On top of that, 

by his admission, John was not a very good administrator. He did not care for the 

details of finances, personnel, and legal battles over who owned diocesan land. Things 

began to look up, however, when Rome sent him an assistant bishop who had been a 

banker. 

 

John worked hard in several areas. He helped immigrants feel comfortable in their new 

home. He provided parishes where they could worship in their native languages and he 

gave them food, clothing, and housekeeping items when they could not afford their own. 

He helped the Sisters of Notre Dame establish themselves in the United States. 

 

He was a pioneer promoter of the Parochial School System in America. He opened 

almost 100 schools, and the number of parochial school students grew from 500 to 

9,000. Through his efforts, the Forty Hours Devotion was introduced in the Philadelphia 

Diocese. He founded the first church in America for Italian-speaking people. He also 

founded the Glen Riddle group of the Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis. 

 

John worked hard and tirelessly. This may be in part the cause of his death on January 

5, 1860, at the age of 48. He crumpled to the snow a few blocks away from his 

Philadelphia cathedral. Priests rushed to him with oils, but he was already dead. He 

became the first American bishop to be beatified. 

 
Quotes of St. John Neumann 
 
 



➢ “Only a poor priest, or one who can endure the hardships of poverty, can labor 
here with fruit.”  

➢ "A man must always be ready, for death comes when and where God wills it."  
➢ “The recitation of the Rosary for my stray sheep is always productive of abundant 

fruit. I will redouble my zeal in this sweet and efficacious devotion.” 
➢  "Everyone who breathes, high and low, educated and ignorant, young and old, 

man and woman, has a mission, has a work. We are not sent into this world for 
nothing; we are not born at random; we are not here, that we may go to bed at 
night and get up in the morning, toil for our bread, eat and drink, laugh and joke, 
sin when we have a mind, and reform when we are tired of sinning, rear a family 
and die. God sees every one of us; He creates every soul, …for a purpose. He 
needs, He deigns to need every one of us. He has an end for each of us; we are 
all equal in His sight, and we are placed in our different ranks and stations, not to 
get what we can out of them for ourselves, but to labor in them for Him. As Christ 
has worked, we too have but to labor in them for Him. As Christ has His work, we 
too have ours; as He rejoiced to do his work, we must rejoice in ours also."  

➢ "Since every man of whatever race is endowed with the dignity of a person, he 
has an inalienable right to an education corresponding to his proper destiny and 
suited to his native talents, his cultural background, and his ancestral heritage. At 
the same time, this education should pave the way to brotherly association with 
other peoples, so that genuine unity and peace on earth may be promoted. For a 
true education aims at the formation of the human person concerning the good of 
those societies of which, as a man, he is a member, and in whose 
responsibilities, as an adult, he will share." 

 


