
Daily Saints - 7 January 
 

 
 

Feast of Saint Raymond of Penyafort 
 

Born: ca. 1175, Vilafranca del Penedès, Principality of Catalonia, Crown of Aragon, 
Died: 6 January 1275 (General Roman Calendar) Barcelona, Crown of Aragon, 
Venerated in Roman Catholic Church, Beatified: 1542, Rome by Pope Paul III, 
Canonized: 29 April 1601, Rome by Pope Clement VIII, Major Shrine: Cathedral of the 
Holy Cross and Saint Eulalia, Barcelona, Catalonia, Spain, Attributes: skimming across 
the sea with his cape as both boat and sail, Patronage: canon lawyers; all types of 
lawyers (Spain) and medical record librarians. 

 
 
Raymond was born in 1175 in Peñafort, Catalonia, Spain. He was a relative of the King 
of Aragon. From childhood, he had a tender love and devotion to the Blessed Mother. 
He advanced quickly in his studies, showing such a gift for the philosophy that he was 
appointed to teach the subject in Barcelona by age 20. 
 
As a teacher, the young man worked to harmonize reason with the profession and 
practice of Catholic faith and morals. This included a notable concern for the poor and 
suffering. 
 
Around age 30 the Spanish scholar went to study secular and Church law at Bologna in 
Italy. He earned his doctorate and taught there until 1219 when the Bishop of Barcelona 
gave him an official position in the diocese. 
 
In 1222, the 47-year-old Raymond gave up all his honors and entered the Order of the 
Dominicans. As a penance for the intellectual pride he had once demonstrated, the 
former professor was asked to write a manual of moral theology for use by confessors. 
The resulting "Summa Casuum" was the first of his pioneering contributions to the 
Church. 
 
Raymond was very humble and very close to God. He did much penance and was so 
good and kind that he won many sinners to God. He devoted himself to the exercise of 
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every virtue, but above all to charity to the poor, and this mainly to the captives who had 
been taken by the infidels. Meanwhile, in keeping with his order’s dedication to 
preaching, the Dominican priest strove to spread the faith and bring back lapsed and 
lost members of the Church. 
 
It was by his exhortation that St. Peter Nolasco (who was his penitent) was induced to 
devote all his riches to this work of the most meritorious charity. The Blessed Virgin 
appeared to Peter, as also to blessed Raymond and James the First, King of Aragon, 
telling them that it would be exceedingly pleasing to herself and her divine Child if an 
Order of Religious men were instituted whose mission it should be to deliver captives 
from the tyranny of infidels. 
 
Whereupon, after deliberating together, they founded the Order of our Lady of Mercy for 
the Ransom of Captives; and blessed Raymond drew up certain rules of life, which were 
admirably adapted to the spirit and vocation of the said Order. Some years after, he 
obtained their approbation from Gregory the Ninth and made St. Peter Nolasco, to 
whom he gave the habit with his own hands, first General of the Order. 
 
Once he went with King James to the Island of Majorca to preach about Jesus. King 
James was a man of great qualities, but he let himself be ruled by passions. There on 
the Island, too, he was giving a bad example. The Saint commanded him to send the 
woman away. The King said he would, but he did not keep his promise. So St. 
Raymond decided to leave the Island. The King declared he would punish any ship 
captain who brought the Saint back to Barcelona. 
 
Putting all his trust in God, Saint Raymond spread his cloak upon the water, tied up one 
corner of it to a stick for a sail, made the Sign of the Cross, stepped onto the cloak, and 
sailed along for six hours until he reached Barcelona. This miracle moved the King. He 
was sorry for what he had done, and he became a true follower of St. Raymond. 
 
Raymond was called to Rome in 1230 by Pope Gregory IX, who appointed him to be his 
Chaplain, Penitentiary, and Confessor. He was assigned to collect all official letters of 
the popes since 1150. Raymond gathered and published five volumes, and helped write 
Church law. 
 
He was chosen master general of the Dominicans in 1238. Reviewed the Order's Rule 
made sure everything was legally correct, then resigned his position in 1240 to dedicate 
himself to parish work. He was offered an archbishopric, but he declined, instead of 
returning to Spain and the parish work he loved. His compassion helped many people 
return to God through Reconciliation. 
 
During his years in Rome, Raymond heard of the difficulties missionaries faced trying to 
reach non-Christians of Northern Africa and Spain. Raymond started a school to teach 
the language and culture of the people to be evangelized. With Saint Thomas Aquinas, 
he wrote a booklet to explain the truths of faith in a way that non-believers could 
understand. His great influence on Church law led to his patronage of lawyers. 



 
St. Raymond died on 6 January 1275 in Barcelona, Spain. He was one hundred years 
old at the time of his death. 
 
"Look then on Jesus, the author, and preserver of faith: in complete sinlessness he 
suffered, and at the hands of those who were his own, and was numbered among the 
wicked. As you drink the cup of the Lord Jesus (how glorious it is!), give thanks to the 
Lord, the giver of all blessings. May the God of love and peace set your hearts at rest 
and speed you on your journey; may he meanwhile shelter you from disturbance by 
others in the hidden recesses of his love, until he brings you at last into that place of 
complete plenitude where you will repose forever in the vision of peace, in the security 
of trust, and the restful enjoyment of his riches." 
 


