
 Feb 07, 2021: 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 
 

“Discovering and being convinced of Jesus, to be the greatest in our lives, so 
that we can become agents of Him, who transforms the world continually!” 

(Job 7:1-4,6-7, 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23 and Mk 1:29-39) 

 
I don't come to church to be depressed.  I don't show up so that my spirits can be pulled 
down.  I come because I want my spirits to be lifted. I want to find hope.  I want to leave 
with a more positive attitude than when I came.  So, what can we make of this negative 
and pessimistic first reading from the book of Job? It is one long series of complaints.  
Job says to his friends and God that he lives like a slave, that his days are full of 
emptiness and his nights full of misery.  He asserts that his life is too short and it is 
without hope. He sees goodness nowhere.  What are these pessimistic words doing in 
the Word of God?  Why is this fearful list of complaints found in our scriptures?   
 
Several years ago while Hungary was still under Communist rule, a Hungarian 
businessman entered the police station in Budapest to ask for permission to emigrate to 
the United States.  The Police Officer was surprised by such a request because it was 
hardly ever granted.  But he was curious. So, he asked the man, "Why is it you want to 
leave your native country?  Are you unhappy here?"  The businessman replied, "I have 
no complaints."  "Is it perhaps your job," said the official, "the job the government 
assigned you? Are you not pleased with your work; don't you find it satisfying?"  The 
man said, "I have no complaints."  "Perhaps it's your living conditions? Do you want a 
bigger house?"  Again, came the response, "I have no complaints."  So finally, the 
official put down his pen and said, "Look if you want me to even consider your request, 
you have to tell me why you want to go to the United States."  The businessman looked 
at him and said, "Because in the United States I can have complaints." 
 
A healthy country and a healthy relationship allow people the freedom to have 
complaints.  The long list of complaints in the Book of Job is the bible's way of saying 
that God wants us to have that freedom.  God wants us to be in a relationship in which 
we have the freedom to say what we think, what we need, and what we feel with 
complete honesty.  Such honesty is an indication of the closeness of the relationship.  
Think about it. We very rarely entrust who we really are, or what we feel too casual 
acquaintances.  You could have just buried your father and if someone in the 
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supermarket asks how are you doing today, are likely to respond, "Fine."  You could 
have just been diagnosed with brain cancer but when the UPS man asks, "how's it 
going?" you answer, "Not bad."  We are polite to strangers.  We are honest with the 
people we love. 
 
When we are hurt, when we have a burden that is difficult to carry, our survival depends 
upon finding a relationship that is deep enough and free enough that we can entrust our 
pain to another.  We all need relationships that are secure enough to handle our 
complaints. God wants us to be in such a relationship.  God wants us to know that we 
can say what we really think, what we really feel, and who we really are.  God grants us 
that freedom even if such honesty involves anger, pain, and pessimism.  Now of course 
there is no guarantee that God will agree with our assessment of the situation.  But God 
wants us to have the freedom to be who we really are in God's presence. That is an 
indication of how much God loves us. 
 
Therefore, when we hear the pessimism and the complaints in the Book of Job, they 
need not depress us. Those complaints are a sign of the honesty and the depth of our 
relationship with God.  And since God has given us such freedom, it would be foolish for 
us not to embrace it.  So, if you look at your life and you find there only happiness and 
joy, if your health is good, if your family is strong, if your relationships are life-giving, 
then thank God and lift your hands in praise.  But if you know there is anger in your life, 
if you are carrying a hurt that you find you cannot put down, if you have doubts about 
life, if you have fear about the future, if there is in your heart an emptiness that you are 
afraid to express even to yourself, don't hold it in. Don't stand on ceremony. Don't be 
polite.  Complain to the Lord.  Give the Lord your anger, your hurt, your doubt, and your 
emptiness.  Say who you really are, what you really think, what you really need, how 
you really feel.  I can assure you that whatever you say, God will not be surprised or 
offended.  For whatever you can dish out, God is big enough to handle. 
 
Of course, if we can pray with this kind of honesty, it will change is.  But to be changed, 
we must come before the Lord as the people we really are.  When we give to God our 
anger, God can heal it.  When we give to God our doubt and emptiness, God can fill it.  
When we complain to the Lord that we are desperate and without hope, we open the 
door for salvation. 
 
“A Million Little Pieces:” This controversial bestseller (which was later proved to be a 
"fake-memoir" of the recovering addict hero, James Frey), begins with a challenging 
anecdote as its preface: The Young Man came to the Old Man seeking counsel. "I broke 
something, Old Man." "How badly is it broken?" "Into a million little pieces." "I'm afraid I 
can't help you." "Why not?" "There is nothing I can do." "Why can't it be fixed?" 
"Because it's broken beyond repair.  It's in a million little pieces." Doesn't that sound like 
what Job says in chapter 7: 1-4, 6-7 in today's first reading when his life was broken into 
a million little pieces? But today's Gospel (Mark 1:29-39), gives us the assurance and 
proof that nothing in our lives is beyond repair for Jesus, the healing Savior. 
 
The Gospel of the day reveals the immensely charismatic personality of Jesus. 



He heals the mother-in-law of Simon Peter. He healed many others who were with 
various sicknesses and diseases. He cast out demons from many who were possessed 
and under bondages. He became a sought-after person. He became an attraction for 
many many people. Jesus’ tremendous passion for the missions is admiring. Jesus’ 
spectacular urge to preach the Kingdom of God is amazing. Jesus’ unfazed 
commitment to the mission entrusted to Him is astounding. We have said “Yes” to follow 
‘this’ Jesus. Jesus who wants us to follow Him in healing the world.  Jesus who wishes 
us to become agents of casting out demons and unclean spirits. Jesus who waits on us 
to preach and teach the Kingdom of God to all people anywhere. 
 
To be like Jesus, we need to imitate Him, not just in works… but above all in His Being. 
Totally committed to a life of prayer and union with God (Mk 1:35). Passionately zealous 
for the salvation of people (Mk 1: 32-33). Absolutely focused on the needs of the 
Kingdom of God (Mk 1:38) 
 
Do I have my prayer life and communion with the Lord as the greatest thrust and push 
in all my activities, undertakings, and ministries? Do I have a deep desire and 
commitment to bring God's love to all people and be passionate to share Him with all 
others? Do I remain undistracted amid all worldly attractions and forego personal 
pleasures by remaining focused on His Kingdom alone? 
 
The world certainly faces a lot of darkness, pain, and suffering. (Job 7:1-4). Our own 
world may be filled with shattered hopes, unfulfilled dreams, meaningless miseries, etc. 
The world outside may be filled with terrible injustices, a lacuna of peace, horrifying 
terrors, etc. But the Lord assures that "He is the One who heals the broken-hearted". 
(Ps 146:1). Let us be filled with the power and spirit of Jesus, "the One whom we ought 
to preach by our lives" (1 Cor 9:16). May we discover and be convinced of Jesus, to be 
the greatest in our lives. Shall we, therefore, fall in deep adoration, ardent worship, and 
fervent submission to Him so that we can become agents of Him, who transforms the 
world continually? Let us not have the woe of not preaching the Gospel! (1 Cor 9:16) 
Let us share the blessings of the Gospel! (1 Cor 9:23) Let us become all things to all! (1 
Cor 9:22) 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, thank you for listening to my all bitter complaints. You have all power 
to heal and to deliver from harm. There is no trouble nor bondage you cannot 
overcome. Set me free to serve you joyfully and to love and serve others generously. 
May nothing hinder me from giving myself wholly to you and to your service. 
 
Jesus, We Trust In You 
 
 

 


