
Daily Saints - 17 February 
 

 
 

Feast of Seven Founders of the Servite Order 
 

Venerated in: Roman Catholic Church, Beatified: 1 December 1717 by Clement XI, 
Canonized: 15 January 1888 by Pope Leo XIII 

 
Named the fifth mendicant order by Pope Martin V, it was founded in 1233 by 
• Saint Alexis Falconieri 
• Saint Bartholomew degli Amidei 
• Saint Benedict dell'Antella 
• Saint Buonfiglio Monaldi 
• Saint Gherardino Sostegni 
• Saint Hugh dei Lippi-Uguccioni 
• Saint John Buonagiunta Monetti 
These seven men were born in Florence, Italy, and led lives as hermits on Monte 
Scenario. They had a special devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

The Servite Order is one of the five original Catholic mendicant orders. Its objectives 
are the sanctification of its members, preaching the Gospel, and the propagation of 
devotion to the Mother of God, with special reference to her sorrows. The members of 
the Order use O.S.M. (Ordo Servorum Beatae Mariae Virginis) as their post-nominal 
letters. The male members are known as Servite Friars or Servants of Mary. 

The Order of Servants of Mary (The Servites) religious family includes friars (priests and 
brothers), contemplative nuns, a congregation of active religious sisters, and lay groups. 

On Friday, April 13, 1240, the hermits received a vision of Our Lady. She held in her 
hand a black habit, and a nearby angel bore a scroll reading "Servants of Mary." 
 
Mary told them: 
"You will found a new order, and you will be my witnesses throughout the world. This is 
your name: Servants of Mary. This is your rule: that of Saint Augustine. And here is your 
distinctive sign: the black scapular, in memory of my sufferings. 
 
They accepted the wisdom of Our Lady, wrote a Rule based on Saint Augustine and the 
Dominican Constitutions, adopted the black habit of an Augustinian monk, and lived as 
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mendicant friars. The men founded the Order of Servites which in 1304 received the 
approval of the Holy See. 
 
They are venerated on February 17 because it is said to be the day on which Saint 
Alexis Falconieri, one of the seven, died in 1310. 
 
All seven were beatified December 1, 1717, by Pope Clement XI  and canonized in 
1887 by Pope Leo XIII. 
 
Saint Alexis Falconieri is one of the Seven Founders of the Servants of Mary. He was 
born in the 13th century in Florence, Italy. He is the uncle of Saint Juliana Falconieri and 
the son of Bernard Falconieri, a wealthy Florentine merchant and a Guelph. 
 
He joined the Laudesi, also known as the Praisers of Mary, a confraternity of the 
Blessed Virgin in Florence, Italy c.1225, and in this group met the others who would be 
the Servite Founders. 
 
He received the vision of Mary on 15 August 1233. The other members of the Laudesi 
were ordained, but Alexis felt unworthy, remained a lay-brother, and worked to ensure 
the material and financial requirements of the community, often begging in the street 
when he had no other resources. 
 
He helped to build the Servite church at Cafaggio. He was the only one of the seven 
founders still alive when the Order was approved by Pope Benedict XI in 1304. 
 
 


